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Power Heat Set
Markus Kohler
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Oriental weavers;

export carpet to 130

countries

Interview with Mr. Hany Amin

Export Director, Oriental Weavers Carpet Co.
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF TEXTILE INDUSTRY

14-16 OCTOBER 2021

Sousse, Tunisia

www.intertextunisia.com
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ITMA ASIA + CITME 2020 concluded

successfully with strong local attendance

on a successful note, attracting a

ITMA ASIA + CITME 2020 ended
strong local turnout.

After a delay of 8 months, the seventh
combined exhibition welcomed visi-
torship of about 65,000 over 5 days.

Riding on positive business senti-
ments, following the post-epidemic
economic recovery in China, exhibi-
tors were thrilled to be able to have
face-to-face contact with local buyers
from the world’s largest textile manu-
facturing hub. In addition, they were
excited to receive overseas visitors
who were able to travel to Shanghai.

Yang Zengxing, General Manager of
Karl Mayer (China) enthused, “Due
to the Coronavirus pandemic, there
were fewer overseas visitors, how-
ever, we were very satisfied with our
participation in ITMA ASIA + CITME.

The visitors who came to our stand
were mainly decision-makers, and
they were extremely interested in our
exhibits and held focused discussions
with us. As such, we are expecting
numerous projects in the near future.”

Alessio Zunta, Business Manager,
MS Printing Solutions, agreed: “We
are very glad to have participated in

this ITMA ASIA + CITME edition. Fi-
nally, we were able to meet our old
and new customers in-person again,
as well as to launch our latest printing
machine which received very positive
feedback at the exhibition. | am happy
to see that the local market in China
has almost fully recovered and we
look forward to next year’'s combined
show.”

The combined exhibition brought to-
gether 1,237 exhibitors from 20 coun-
tries and regions. In an exhibitor sur-
vey conducted onsite with over 1,000
exhibitors, over 60 per cent of the
respondents revealed that they were
happy with the quality of visitors; 30
per cent reported that they conclud-
ed business deals, of which over 60
per cent estimated sales ranging from
RMB300,000 to over RMB3 million
within the next six months.

Attributing to the success of their
participation to the vibrant demand
for more automated and productivi-
ty enhancement solutions in China,
Satoru Takakuwa, Manager, Sales
and Marketing Department, Textile
Machinery, TSUDAKOMA Corp. com-
mented: “Despite the pandemic, we
had more customers visiting our stand
than expected. In China, the demand
for more efficient production and la-

bour-saving technologies are growing
because costs are increasing every
year. We're glad to be able to respond
to the demand.”

The show owners, CEMATEX, to-
gether with its Chinese partners — the
Sub-Council of Textile Industry, CCPIT
(CCPIT-Tex), China Textile Machinery
Association (CTMA) and China In-
ternational Exhibition Centre Group
Corporation (CIEC) were also very
pleased with the outcome of the com-
bined exhibition, praising participants
for their cooperation and support that
helped ensure a smooth, successful
face-to-face exhibition.

Wang Shutian, honorary president of
China Textile Machinery Association
(CTMA), said: “The transformation
and upgrading of China’s industry has
entered a stage of substantial devel-
opment, and textile enterprises are
investing in high-end manufacturing
technologies and sustainable solu-
tions. From the results of ITMA ASIA
+ CITME 2020, we can see that the
combined exhibition remains the most
effective business platform in China
for the industry.”

Ernesto Maurer, president of CEMA-
TEX, added: “We owe our success to
the support of our exhibitors, visitors
and partners. Following this corona-
virus setback, the textile industry is
excited to move forward. Due to a re-
markable recovery in local demand,
there is a need to expand production
capacity quickly.

Besides, textile manufacturers have
resumed plans to invest in new ma-
chinery to stay competitive. We hope
to welcome more Asian buyers to the
next show as many were not able to
make it to this edition due to travel re-
strictions.”

ITMAASIA + CITME 2022 will be held
from 20 to 24 November 2022 at the
National Exhibition and Convention
Centre (NECC) in Shanghai. It is or-
ganised by Beijing Textile Machinery
International Exhibition Co. Ltd. and
co-organised by ITMA Services.
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ISKO AND SOORTY TO LAUNCH A
NEW COLLABORATION

The two global denim powerhous-
es join forces to transform and
introduce new ways of working
and doing business in the industry.

June 2021 — From competition to vir-
tuous co-opetition: ISKO and Soorty
announce the signing of a landmark
technology licensing agreement
which sees the two companies work-
ing in partnership on the production of
fabric and garment collections.

The collaboration combines ISKO’s
renowned expertise in creating best-
in-class, patented technologies with
Soorty’s extensive vertical produc-
tion network, which will be utilized to
produce the collections. This unique
collaboration opens the door to signif-
icant, new business opportunities for
both companies and will enable them
to meet customers’ needs on a great-
er scale.

Through this partnership, ISKO and
Soorty have developed a business
model that is a first in the industry with
the potential to change working prac-
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tices for the better and unlock value
for the entire market through the scal-
ing of responsible innovations.

The two players are at the forefront
of sustainability, inclusivity, technolo-
gy and education in the industry and
are driven by a shared approach that
prioritizes synergy, cross-fertilization,
and a quest for constant improve-
ment.

The first collaborative effort between
the companies sees the launch of the
ISKO Future FaceTM by Soorty col-
lection. Created using ISKO'’s innova-
tive ISKO Future FaceTM technology,
itis produced by Soorty specifically for
the US market. ISKO Future FaceTM
is a patented woven fabric that looks
like a knit.

This fabric innovation combines a soft,
silky finish with comfort, enhanced
shape retention and a flattering drape,
while maintaining all the properties of
true denim.

“With this partnership, we are paving
the way towards the implementation
of new best practices that will change
the industry forever”, said Marco
Lucietti, ISKO Director of Strategic

Projects. “We truly believe that going
beyond the traditional conception of
competition can really push change
for the better: a better service for our
customers, a better business and a
better future.”

Today’s business landscape is call-
ing out to all stakeholders to create
connections that help take care of
the planet and its people. ISKO’s Re-
sponsible InnovationTM approach is
founded on creativity, competence
and citizenship and demonstrates the
company’s effort to make the world a
better place. Soorty, Pakistan’s larg-
est vertically integrated denim compa-
ny, is committed to a vision of a clean,
green and fair future for all, which is a
perfect alignment for this partnership.

“We believe in cooperation over com-
petition. And we believe that this co-
operation — which is the first of its kind
in the industry — will unlock immense
value for brands and consumers”,
said Asad Soorty, Director of Soorty
Enterprises. “ISKO Future FaceTM by
Soorty is a truly game-changing offer
that can be used to create an endless
array of products, all of which are in
high demand in both the pandem-
ic and post-pandemic world. We're
hugely excited by the possibilities this
opens up for the market.”



_EHELIE IpLiK

chine parameters.

With the BRUCKNER stenter frames
Elif Iplik can save energy costs, run
more production in less time and the
high fabric quality also convinced
them in the end. All these factors justi-
fy the investment in a more expensive
machine, in the long run this is defi-
nitely the more favourable decision.

Hayri Tagsdemir, General Manager of
the Elif Iplik Group, wants to remain
successful with his company in the
long term:

“The most important thing for us is the
large production capacity, high quality
of goods and flexibility. The custom-
ers’ requirements are changing con-
stantly, we have to be able to react to
them immediately in order to remain
competitive. With BRUCKNER and
INTER TEKSTIL we have definitely
chosen the right partners!”

Basically, it is part of the philosophy of
BRUCKNER and also of INTER TEK-

STIL to develop a lasting partnership
with customers that will be maintained
for years. Only in this way can mutual
trust develop and in the end this con-
tributes to the success of all parties
involved. True to this motto, BRUCK-
NER and INTER TEKSTIL have been
successful in Turkey for more than 40
years and many long-lasting friend-
ships with customers have developed.

Beyond the measurable advantages
of the lines, the name BRUCKNER
stands of course also for innova-
tive strength, market leadership and
technological know-how. Together
with customers BRUCKNER regular-
ly works on new products and offers
solutions for niche products and spe-
cial applications.

Also for Elif Iplik there are interesting
approaches in this field. The compa-
ny is basically open for new product
developments and optimization of the
machines, because you can only ex-
ist and be successful as a company
if you constantly develop yourself and
your products.

Turkey Textile
Export Target in
2021; $42 billion

Turkey aims to export
approximately $12

billion in textiles and $30
billion in finished garments
in 2021

By developing lucrative
agreements with globally
famous brands and textile
companies, the Turkish
textile sector hopes to
increase its production
capacity to $100 billion in
the next few years.

The upward momentum in
the field of technical textiles
in recent years, the sector’s
impressive production
capacity, and Turkey’s
strategic position between
Europe and Asia, according
to Ahmed Oksuz, President,
Istanbul Textile and Raw
Materials Exporters
Association (ITHIB), offer
the opportunity for potential
partnerships that could
bring tremendous benefits
to all stakeholders.

In 2021, Turkey aims to
export approximately $12
billion in textiles and $30
billion in finished garments.
More than a million
individuals are employed
in this industry. According
to Oksuz, the company is
entirely compliant with EU
rules and norms, and has
cut carbon emissions at all
of its sites.
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BRUCKNER CONVINCES WITH HIGHEST PERFORMANCE

he Turkish textile company Elif
Iplik was founded in 1999.

In the beginning, the focus was
on yarn production and the trade of
textile raw material, later they added
their own knitting mill.

The Elif Iplik Group has continued
to grow and develop and is now one
of the pioneers of the Turkish textile
industry. In 2017, the company ex-
panded by building its own dyeing
and finishing facility.

With daily production of about 40
tons of fabric required investment in
many new machines from the start-
up. The German textile machinery
manufacturer BRUCKNER was in
strong competition with local man-
ufacturers from the very beginning.

Due to the considerable investment
volume, Elif Iplik decided for only
two stenters by BRUCKNER and for
two further stenters by a local manu-
facturer. Since 2018, the dyeing and
the finishing are successfully in op-
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eration and the new lines are all pro-
ducing directly side by side, so Elif
Iplik has a direct comparison of the
two stenter manufacturers, which
will prove to be very important for
them later on.

Elif Iplik has long been active and
successful not only in Turkey, but
now exports to many European
countries such as ltaly, France, Por-
tugal, Spain, Poland and Great Brit-
ain.

There are also more and more cus-
tomers for the company in inter-
national markets such as Russia,
Brazil, Argentina or North African
countries such as Tunisia, Morocco
or Algeria. As a result, production
capacities have to be constantly ad-
justed, most recently at the end of
2020 for a additional 10 tons of tex-
tile production per day. Thus, the ac-
quisition of a stenter was once again
on the agenda.

During the last two to three years,
Elif Iplik had enough time to com-

@) BRUCKNER

pare the BRUCKNER lines with the
other two local machines, especially
with regard to quality, energy efficien-
cy, user-friendliness, maintenance
and productivity. Despite a certain
price difference, they clearly decided
to buy another BRUCKNER line.

The advantages offered by a BRUCK-
NER machine are obvious: Both
BRUCKNER staff and colleagues of
the Turkish BRUCKNER agency IN-
TER TEKSTIL were constantly at the
customer’s side from the very begin-
ning and supported him throughout
with words and deeds.

During the commissioning of the lines,
the complete operating team at Elif Ip-
lik was extensively trained and various
types of training for the operation of
the line were carried out. Afterwards,
BRUCKNER regularly supported the
customer with regard to cleaning and
maintenance and gave technological
tips for the optimum setting of the ma-



number of world buyers and these
figures can grow when we enhance
our competitiveness and diversify our
markets.

Kenya can borrow best practices from
Bangladesh, a rising giant exporter

of textiles and apparels. Bangladesh
exports about 33 billion dollars worth of
apparels to the world. 6 billion of these
exports are to the United States while
about 27 billion are to the European
Union and the rest of the world.

Putting these figures into perspective,
Bangladesh’s textiles and apparels
exports are about 700 billion Kenya
Shillings higher than Kenya’s

2017 National Budget. Secondly,
Bangladesh exports performed about
18 times better than Kenya in the US
market in spite of the fact that Kenya
enjoys duty free access to the US
market which is not the case with
Bangladesh. Thirdly, Bangladesh
performs very well in the European
market, in spite of the fact that both
Kenya and Bangladesh have duty free
access to that market.

The textiles and apparels sector has
historically been the pioneer industry
that drives industrialization around
the world. An analysis of major
international companies illustrates
this as many of them started out with
operations in the textiles and apparels
sector value chain. The situation is
not different in Kenya as many of
Kenya’s top companies have their
genesis in the textiles and apparels
sector. The growth of the value chain
in Kenya will translate to more players
in the manufacturing space and who
will ultimately diversify into other
manufacturing sectors.

The sector has the ability to fill in

the gaps in our economy, our social
challenges and our industrialization
journey. With the coming of the 4th
industrial revolution and the changes in
the global manufacturing, consumption
and sourcing dynamics; Kenya lies at
a good position to turn the waves into
energy that will propel the country to
the next frontier.

LIST OF LOCAL COMPANIES
IN THE KENYA TEXTILE AND

APPAREL SECTOR

ere you can find most of
textile manufacturers in

Kenya with design, production
and distribution of quality clothing
and fabrics which are generally
made through weaving, knitting,
binding or crocheting.

1.

© 00 N o o A~ 0w DN

Spin Knit Limited

. Rivatex East Africa Limited

. Thika Cloth Mills

. Sunflag Textile & Knitwear Mills
. Spinners & Spinners Ltd

. Fine Spinners Ltd

. Alliance Garment Industries Ltd
. KEMA East Africa Ltd

. Supra Textiles Ltd

10. Special Towel Manufacturers

11

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

. United Footwear Ltd

African Leather Industries Ltd
C&P Industries Limited
Bantu Shoes

Peponi Footwear Industries
Macquin Shoes Ltd

Crown Industries Ltd

Adix Ltd

United Aryan EPZ Itd
Brother Knitwear factory Ltd
Alliance Garment Industries
Kenyamasken Garments Ltd

Spin Knit

24

25.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

49
50
51
52

. Ken Knit (Kenya) Ltd
KenyaAssociation of Manufacturers
Exporting Processing zone Authorities
Ashton Apparel EPZ
Cotton Development Authority
Association of Fashion designers
Kenya Private Sector Alliance
Kenya Revenue Authority
Kiboko Leisure wear Ltd
KIKOROMEUO (Kiro Ltd)
Kimili Africa
Kitui Ginneries Ltd
LOULOU CREATIONS
Makueni Ginnery Makueni
MEFA Creations Nairobi
Micro & Small Enterprises
Midco Textiles (EA) Ltd
New wide Garments Kenya
Rupa Mills (EPZ) Itd
Sandstorm
Technology Development Center
Tosheka Textiles Makueni
TSS spinning & weaving mills
Ultra Kenya Ltd
. Africa of Women Entrepreneur
. Alltex EPZ Ltd Ruiru
. Alpha Knits Limited

. Equator Apparels

Middle East and North Africa Textile Journal



window of time to capture market
opportunities duty and quota-free.
Kenya is in a strong position to
capitalize on AGOA: the country
already captures more than

a third of all apparel exports

from Sub-Saharan Africa to the
US. In addition, 70 percent of
Kenyan apparel firms have a

US dominant market orientation.
Other initiatives to strengthen
manufacturing have been the
new government's favourable tax
measures, including the removal
of duty on capital equipment and
other raw materials.

The key challenges are:

* Lack of policy coherence and
institutional alignment,

* Low level of value addition and
a disconnect between the apparel
sector and the rest of the value
chain segments,

* Supply side constraints with
regards to quality and price of
fabrics, with focus on afro-centric
cloth and garments,

* Weak business environment,

* High cost of production and built-
in systemic inefficiencies,

» Lack of market readiness,

* High cost and difficulties to
access credit and finance,

* Predominance of SMEs
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operating in the informal sector,

* Lack of visibility of the Kenya’s
design capabilities and absence
on the formal retail platform,

* lllicit imports and negative
impact of second hand clothing,

* Lack of a clear national policy on
textile and apparel.

Main Cotton Growing Areas In
Kenya

Cotton is one of the main cash
crops grown in Kenya. Kenya
currently produces an average

of 25,000 bales of cotton, which
is way much below the current
demand of about 200,000 bales.
This means that a lot of cotton is
imported from other neighbouring
countries to cover the deficit.

Cotton is drought tolerant and
is mostly grown by small scale
farmers in semi-arid regions

in the country. It takes about

6 to 8 months to mature. In
Kenya, cotton is sown between
April- June and harvested from
November- February.

* Siaya e Lamu

* Homa Bay » Tana River
* Embu * Kitui

* Meru * Machakos
* Kirinyaga * Makueni

* Part of Busia County

Why the Textiles and Apparels
Sector?

The textiles and apparels

sector has been identified as

a priority sector by the Kenyan
Government. Its prominence in
the manufacturing pillar under
the Big 4 Agenda and the Kenya
Industrial Transformation Program
is a manifestation of its soft spot
in the government’s thought
processes. But why should the
government concentrate on
growing the textiles and apparels
manufacturing sector?

Kenya has an unemployment
rate of 39.1%. The textiles and
apparels sector has the ability

to create a large number of
employment opportunities within
a short duration of time. The
development of sector’s farm

— fashion value chain presents
the country with immense
opportunities in cotton farming,
textile mills and apparels/fashion
industry. A fully developed

value chain has the capacity

to employ about 10% of the
country’s population. Additionally,
cotton farming and apparels
manufacturing are very labour
intensive; thus being a source
of much needed employment
opportunities. The value chain

is also an important driver of
inclusivity as it employs women in
excess of 60%.

The textiles and apparels

sector is currently a critical
foreign exchange earner in the
manufacturing industry. Kenya as
at now is the largest exporter of
apparels under AGOA with about
Ksh. 35billion worth of exports

in 2017. With the changes in the
global apparels sourcing supply
chain in the world, Kenya has
been able to attract a substantial



ONLINE CLOTHING STORES IN
KENYA

Online Shopping stores have

basically revolutionized how many
people do their shopping and
online cloth stores are just some
of the major players in the Kenya
online shops’ industry.

www.tiqueabouclothing.com
www.kilimall.co.ke
www.saraiafrique.com
www.styleconnection.co.ke
www.vivoactivewear.com
www.airionline.com
www.2nu.co.ke

Nevertheless, only a fraction

of that land is under cotton
cultivation. Current production

of cotton lint in Kenya is
approximately 7,000 tons versus
a potential production of 200,000
tons of lint or 750,000 tons of
seed cotton.

The production has been volatile
for the last few years and has

not been sufficient to meet the
domestic mill requirement. As a
result, Kenyan firms import cotton
from neighboring cotton-producing
countries such as Uganda and
Tanzania.

The Kenyan textile and apparel
value chain consists of input
providers, yarn spinning
companies, semi and wholly
integrated weaving / knitting /
dyeing / finishing mills and plants,
and design and sewing firms.

The sector is under the auspices
of the MOIED and is supported by
broad private sector associations
and training institutes. Crucially,
no single association exists to
represent the apparel and textile
sector as a whole vis-a-vis the
government and each other. Of
Kenya’s top ten apparel exports,
six are cotton products and four

are man-made fiber products.
Almost half of Kenya’s apparel
exports to the US are in women
and girls’ cotton trousers, slacks,
and shorts, and manmade fiber
slacks, breeches, shorts, knit
shirts, and blouses.

The apparel sector in Kenya has a
three tiered structure: in the EPZ,
there are 21 large companies,

and outside the EPZ there are
170 medium and large companies
and more than 70,000 micro and
small ones. Raw materials and
overheads are the main cost
drivers of these firms.

The government of Kenya's
Vision 2030 identifies the garment
and textile sector as a driver of
industrialization. Currently the
sector contributes to 7 per cent
of the country's export earnings.
Sub-Saharan Africa. Kenya.
Textile, leather, garment, shoes
and textile services. It employed
about 30 percent of the labour
force in the national Cotton
Farming Ginning Weaving&
Knitting Dyeing & Finishing
Garment Making manufacturing
sector.

The industry also supports the
livelihoods of over 200,000
small-scale farmers by providing
markets for cotton.

@ Kenya To The World Ep13; Kenya's_Textile Prod...

Watch on (I8 YouTube

ARTICLE

Opportunities for Investors

The main policy instruments for
promotion include a combination
of tariffs and import quotas
supported by foreign exchange
allocation measures. In March
1996, the presidents of Kenya,
Tanzania, and Uganda re-
established the East African
Community (EAC). The EAC's
objectives include: harmonizing
tariffs and customs regimes,

free movement of people, and
improving regional infrastructures.
In March 2004, the three East
African countries signed a
Customs Union Agreement.
Kenya's inclusion among

the beneficiaries of the US
Government's African Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA) has given
a boost to manufacturing in recent
years.

Since AGOA took effect in 2000,
Kenya's clothing sales to the
United States increased from
US$44 million to US$270 million
(2006). AGOA was set to expire
at the end of 2015, and this may
have spurred companies to grow
to take advantage of its last few
years.

AGOA was renewed in June
2015 for another 10 years. This is
expected to be a game-changer
as it provides both investors and
companies with a significant

Watch later

Middle East and North Africa Textile Journal


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VKKyiRIJ2o

per cent compared to 6.5 per cent
in the corresponding quarter of
2018 according to Kenya National
Bureau of Statistics. The growth,
albeit significantly slower than that
of the first quarter of 2018, was
mostly supported by growths in
the service sector industries such
as wholesale and retail trade,
transportation, accommodation
and food services, financial and
insurance activities.

Cotton, Textiles and Apparel
Industry Structure

The cotton, textiles and apparel
(CTA) industry is Kenya’s second
largest manufacturing industry
after food processing and has
been classified as a core industry.
Kenya’s CTA manufacturing value
chain comprises researchers,
ginners, farmers, spinners, input
suppliers, textile manufacturers
and extension service providers,
to name but a few. It is estimated
that approximately 40,000 farmers
are involved in cotton farming,
while the overall sector provides
livelihood to approximately
200,000 households according

to Kenya Investment Authority
(2016).

Cotton in Kenya is mainly grown
by about 30,000 to 45,000
smallholder farmers in arid and
marginal regions, under rain-fed
conditions on small land holdings
of about one hectare.

Most of the country’s cotton

is cultivated in the Coast
Province, Western Province and
Eastern Province, and the rest

is cultivated in Central and Rift
Valley Provinces. Kenya has an
estimated 385,000 ha of land that
is suitable for cotton — 350,000
rain-fed and 35,000 irrigated —
with a production potential of more
than 300,000 tons of cotton seed.
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Table 4. List of Textile Technology Supplying Markets to Kenya (HS Code 8445, Machines for preparing textile fibres;
spinning, doubling or twisting machines and other machinery; Unit: US Dollars and values are in 000)

[
(POTLErs

mporied

ailc

mporied

LINPOIEC

World 503 6,641 1,112 1,081 11,928
India 150 251 17 350 11,463
Ttaly 36 47 40 165 105
Taipei, Chinese 57 0 62 66 105
Switzerland 0 0 0 357 98
China 196 269 786 105 86
United Kingdom 4 0 0 0 68
Germany 0 405 173 5 2
Austria 0 1,464 0 0 0
France 39 0 33 0 0
Hong Kong, China 5 0 0 0 0
Korea, Republic of 8 0 ] 0 0
Malaysia 0 95 0 0 0
Pakistan 0 | 0 0 0
Slovenia 0 4,109 0 0 0
Spain 0 0 0 21 ]
Turkey 7 0 0 0 0
USA 0 0 0 10 0

Source: httpfwww. intracenorg/ite/market-info-foole/statistics-export-product-country/




growth forecast for 2020 stands
at 5.9%. Growth in 2018 was
driven by favorable harvests, a
resilient services sector, positive
investor confidence and a stable
macroeconomic environment.

Nonetheless, the demand side
shows significant slack with
growth driven primarily by private
consumption while private sector
investment remains subdued. So
far in 2019, a strong pick-up in
economic activity was underway
for Q1 of 2019 as reflected by
real growth in consumer spending
and stronger investor sentiment.
A current press realize of the
world bank has read Kenya’s
Economic Outlook remains stable
amid threats of drought in 2019.
Speaking of sustainability, the
government has set an action
plan agenda of The “Big Four”
priority projects: Enhancing
Manufacturing (9.2% to 20% of
GDP by 2022), Food Security and
Nutrition, and Universal health
coverage and affordable housing.

Overview of the Textile Industry
in Kenya

Economic history shows that
the clothing and textile industry
played an important role in

the industrialization of today’s
developed countries. This is
because of the industry’s unique
characteristics of being labour

INTERVIEW

Table 3 Comparison of costs and competitive factors between Kenya and major T & C competitors

| United
Kenya  Ethiopia | Republic of | India China
| . Tanzania
T & C export value (US$ millions, 40
2013) 377 94 248 192 273959 | 21534
Cotton production (thousands of 30
480 lb. bales) 32 175 375 000 30 000 17
180-
Cost of labour (USS per month) 110-150 50-60 70 175 550 200
Low—
mediu Very
Labour skills m Low Low High high High
Cost of electricity (US¢/kilowatt- 7 to
hour [KWh]), estimated average 16-18 2to5 12 12 9to 15 8
Percentage of annual sales lost to
electrical g 5.6 2.6 5.5 2 0.1 1.1
Cost of construction (US$ per fi2) 21 40 34 18-20 | 15-20 20-25
Lending rates (Annual Percentage 7
Rates, estimated) 14-18 8.5 19 to13 7 6107
Time to clear Customs, inputs+
exports {days) 31 37 44 12 17 15

Source: — Ministry of Industry Invesimeént & Trade (MOIT); Kenya Textile and Clothing Value Chain Roadmap

intensive and its links with other
sectors of the economy such

as agriculture. More strongly, it
has been even suggested that
developing countries wishing to
industrialize should begin with
clothing and textile industries,

studies indicate. Last year, Al
Jazeera, had just read the fact
that Kenya looks to boost local
textile industry. However, it
highlighted the impediments out
surfaced in this sector in Kenya.
Second-hand clothing donations
are creating a dilemma for the
Kenyan economy and the growing
trend of imported second hand
clothing. Government figures
show that in 2014, second

hand clothing contributed $95m
to the Kenyan economy that

grew to $128m dollars by 2016.
Following the Economic activity
being notably subdued in the first
quarter of 2019, relative to the
performance recorded in the same
quarter of 2018. During the period,
the economy expanded by 5.6
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TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN KENYA

ntroduction

The Republic of Kenya is

a country in Africa with 47
semiautonomous counties
governed by elected governors.
At 580,367 square kilometers
(224,081 sq mi), Kenya is the
world's 48th largest country by
total area.

With a population of more than
52.2 million people, Kenya is
the 27th most populous country.
Kenya's capital and largest city

Table 1, The Growth Comparisons of the first quarters of 2018 and 2019 for Kenya

ns of the first quarter of 2018 and 20

is Nairobi while its oldest city and
first capital is the coastal city of
Mombasa.

Kisumu City is the third largest
city and also an inland port on
Lake Victoria. Other important
urban centers include Nakuru and
Eldoret.

Kenya’s economic growth

Kenya's macroeconomic outlook
has steadily posted robust growth

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing sector 7.5
Manufacturing Sector 3.8
Credit Extended to the manufacturing sector by commercial bank 12.1
Construction 6.6
Electricity and water 6.5
Transport & Storage 8.5
Accommodation & Food Service Activities 13.1
Finance & Insurance 5.2
Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics
il i A

Saurce: The Kenyan Textile and Fashion Industry Report
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over the past few decades mostly
from mega-infrastructure road
and railway projects. However,
much of this growth has come
from cash flows diverted from
ordinary Kenyan pockets at the
microeconomic levels. In 2017,
Kenya ranked 92nd in the World
Bank ease of doing business
rating from 113rd in 2016 (of 190
countries). Kenya'’s real gross
domestic product is projected to
grow by 5.7% in 2019, a slight
decrease from the estimated
5.8% growth experienced in 2018,
according to the new World Bank,
Kenya’s Economic Update.

While the medium-term growth
outlook is stable, Kenya's
economic growth is said to be
soften this year. Mainly due to
erratic weather conditions which
will have a direct negative impact
on agricultural products (The key
driver of growth in Kenya and

a major contributor to poverty
reduction).

the report notes that recent
threats of drought and continued
subdued private sector
investment could drag down
growth in the near-term. The



ASSEMNLEA ACTMTT

PANDEMIC ACCELERATES DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
PROCESS IN TEXTILE SECTOR

The Covid-19 pandemic that hit
the world a year ago has also
severely impacted the textile
machinery sector.

At ACIMIT ’s general assembly, the
association representing the Italian
textile machinery manufacturers, this
was seen as an opportunity to consid-
er what the sector had lost in 2020,
while also presenting a variety of fu-
ture projects to relaunch the industry.

In 2020, Italy’s production of textile
machinery fell by 22% compared to
the previous year, with a similar drop
in exports (-21%).

Weighing heavily on this situation was
a near total stop in production be-
tween the first and second quarter of
2020, while the recovery in the sec-
ond half of the year was only partial.

Travel restrictions have contributed
negatively to performance in the in-
dustry, and still do not allow compa-
nies to seize the opportunities created
by a recovery of the textile sector.

ACIMIT president Alessandro Zucchi

commented that, “in this first half of
2021, however, the overall econom-
ic situation appears to be improving
both in terms of exports and in our
own domestic market in Italy. The
resumption of trade fair events in at-
tendance in our sector has provided a
positive sign of a progressive return to
normal business conditions.”

Nonetheless, for many companies
the pandemic’s legacy has also had
a positive side. “Entrepreneurs in the
industry have realised the urgency of
enacting a digital transformation of
their business,” stated Zucchi.

“This is precisely why ACIMIT has ac-
celerated its Digital Label project for
certifying Italian textile machinery that
adopt a common set of data, in order
to more easily integrate with the oper-
ating systems of their client business-
es (ERP, MES, CRM, etc.).”

“The competitive edge of each indi-
vidual company, as for the entire in-
dustry,” recalled ACIMIT’s president,
“will increasingly depend on the level
of digitalization to which we will have
been able to elevate our produc-
tion and organizational processes.

ACIMIT’s digital certification wants to
achieve this goal.”

In addition, the general assembly
confirmed Alessandro Zucchi, who
is CEO and partner of the company
Ferraro, as the ACIMIT’s president for
two more years. Also confirmed were
the charges of Federico Businaro as
vice president (Santex Rimar Group),
Cristian Locatelli (Marzoli, Camozzi
Group) and Andrea Piattelli (Unitech).
The latter are joined by Ugo Ghilardi
(Itema Group), elected vice president
for the first time.

Lastly, during the assembly ACIMIT
awarded a historic group of associat-
ed machinery producers, which since
ACIMIT’s founding in 1945, or from its
inception (companies that entered the
group prior to 1950), have been a part
of the Association.

These companies are: Crosta, Gaudi-
no, Marzoli, Mezzera (a brand owned
by Reggiani), Noseda, O.C.T.I.R. (an
Autefa Solutions Italy brand), Reg-
giani, Sant’/Andrea, Savio and Zonco.
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Autoneum carpets now even
more eco-friendly

Autoneum carpet systems already meet the highest standards of sustainable
mobility due to their high content of recycled fibers.

hanks to an alternative back
I coating (ABC) process, Au-
toneum carpets are now be-
coming even more environmental-
ly friendly: By replacing the latex
commonly used in standard back
coatings with thermoplastic mate-
rial, the recyclability of carpets at
the end of product life is further
improved.

In addition, the innovative manu-
facturing process greatly reduces
water and energy consumption
and thus CO2 emissions in pro-
duction.

Lightweight, textile-based carpet
technologies such as Di-Light or
Relive-1 significantly improve the
environmental performance of car-
pets. For example, Di-Light-based
carpets consist of up to 97% re-
cycled PET; aside from that, they
are around 20% lighter than con-
ventional needle punch carpets,
thus contributing to lower fuel con-
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sumption and CO2 emissions from
vehicles.

In addition, Autoneum needle
punch carpets are now even more
sustainable thanks to the innova-
tive ABC process, which uses a
thermoplastic adhesive instead of
latex in the back coating: Unlike
latex, thermoplastic adhesives
can be heated and melted down
together with the carpet compo-
nents made of pure PET at the
end of the product life cycle, which
facilitates recycling considerably.

Furthermore, since the fibers of the
thermoplastic mono-material are
easier to open, carpet cut-outs can
be reclaimed more easily, thereby
reducing the consumption of nat-
ural resources as well as waste
volumes and thus CO2 emissions.
The environmental performance
of Autoneum’s needle punch car-
pets, which already contain a high
proportion of recycled PET, is thus

further improved.

Moreover, back coatings without
latex improve the sustainability
of carpets not only thanks to bet-
ter recyclability at the end of the
product life cycle. Since the appli-
cation of the thermoplastic adhe-
sive using the innovative ABC pro-
cess consumes significantly less
energy than the production of la-
tex-based back coatings and does
not require any water at all, the
environmental impact can already
be minimized in the manufacturing
process.

Additionally, thermoplastic adhe-
sives developed in-house by Auto-
neum will open up new possibili-
ties in the future for adapting back
coatings to the individual needs of
vehicle manufacturers in terms of
their acoustic performance, stiff-
ness and abrasion resistance.

Models from various customers
in Europe and North America are
already equipped with latex-free
needle punch carpets from Au-
toneum. In the near future, back
coatings with thermoplastic adhe-
sives will also be used for Autone-
um’s tufted carpets. Production of
the new, even more sustainable
generation of tufted carpets is
scheduled to start in early 2022.



“COVER NEW GROUND”: Breaking

new ground with DOMOTEX 2022

he lead theme for DOMOTEX 2022
puts the topics of health and wellbe-
ing, naturalness and sustainability

on center stage for a fresh perspective on
the world of carpets and floor coverings.

Hannover, Germany. As DOMOTEX pre-
pares to enter its 33rd season from 13 to
16 January 2022 in Hannover, “COVER
NEW GROUND” has been announced as
the show’s lead theme.

The theme has been chosen as a way of
giving center stage to topics of major cur-
rent and future societal relevance, namely
natural and sustainable environments for
work and living.

As such, COVER NEW GROUND also
stands for a fresh take on floors and floor
coverings as the veritable foundation of
interior design. New applications, trends
and innovations are all waiting to be dis-
covered at DOMOTEX 2022 .

Even with as much as six months still to go
until the gates open to visitors, 95 percent
of the available floor space has already
been booked. The show’s organizers and
exhibitors are correspondingly optimistic,
and looking forward to a lively event in
January — not least due to this being the
first Hannover-based trade show in quite
some time to be staged as a physical, on-

site event, with digital participation options
also available.

Referring to the show’s lead theme, So-
nia Wedell-Castellano, Global Director
of DOMOTEX at Deutsche Messe, ex-
plains: “The mindful use of resources, the
pursuit of a circular-flow economy, new
approaches to sourcing, health and well-
being at home and at work, the wave of
online trade permeating every segment of
modern life — all this is of key relevance to
society, and is thus also shaping the floor-
ing industry and DOMOTEX as its flagship
fair.

‘COVER NEW GROUND’ explores how
sustainable and healthy materials are
making huge inroads into living and work-
ing environments, as well as how floor
coverings are rising above the floor-bound
realm to star as innovative decorative ele-
ments in totally new roles.

COVER NEW GROUND is about being
innovative, exploring new horizons and
breaking new ground. The name of the
game is creating healthy, sustainable and
at the same time inspiring spaces. But
DOMOTEX also covers other hot topics
affecting the sector, among which are the
challenges, risks and opportunities creat-
ed by supply bottlenecks, as well as prom-
ising ways of responding to them,” sums

up Wedell-Castellano.

“New Coverings”, “New Grounds” and
“New Ways to Market”: three focus topics
to underpin the DOMOTEX lead theme

“New Coverings” addresses today’s grow-
ing interest in healthy living and working
environments, a commitment to environ-
mentally friendly materials and manufac-
turing processes, and the circular econo-
my with the aim of creating balanced and
at the same time trend-conscious spaces
for living and well-being. “New Coverings”
focusses on innovative solutions and
products that play into circular-flow objec-
tives.

The second focus topic — “New Grounds”
— features sophisticated flooring applica-
tions in the contract business, e.g. the out-
door use of carpets, wood and composite
flooring or the merging of indoor and out-
door areas. In other inspired applications,
flooring and floor coverings are used for
wall decoration purposes, or even as
an integral part of furniture and fabrics,
demonstrating just how versatile and im-
pactful they can be in defining the look
and feel of interior environments.

“New Ways to Market” — the third and last
focus topic — highlights the importance
of adeptly responding to changing con-
ditions. Markets are subject to constant
change, e.g. in terms of import and export
conditions, supplier relations, digital ser-
vices and the appearance and rise of new
online trading platforms, all of which are
changing the face of the economy.

As a global marketplace and source of
inspiration, DOMOTEX 2022 will address
the key issues facing the flooring industry
and provide answers to all the questions
on participants’ minds. The next edition
will be held as a hybrid event from 13 to
16 January (Thursday through Saturday)
at the Hannover Exhibition Center.



THE IMPORTANCE OF PHYSI-
CAL CONTACT WITH FASHION

AT MOMAD

he event, which will take

I place on September 17, 18

and 19, will be a unique op-
portunity to meet again

Madrid, July 19, 2021 - MOMAD,
the International Fashion, Textile,
Footwear and Accessories Fair is
a reality, and during the dates in
which it is held, it will become a
space where exhibitors and pro-
fessionals can once again feel the
excitement of fashion and boost
the sector.

The event, which has become
the most important in southern
Europe, will host more than 150
companies that have already
confirmed their presence, among
which the participation of interna-
tional companies stands out in this
new on-site edition. Thus, MO-
MAD will bring together exhibitors
from Colombia, France, Greece,
Italy, Poland, Portugal, the United
Kingdom and Turkey.
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With this in mind, MOMAD has
developed the “Because It Makes
Sense to Return” campaign to
motivate, encourage and boost
the fashion industry’s desire to
strengthen its business and the
sector. MOMAD seeks to excite,
touch the heart and, above all, to
raise awareness of the importance
of the fashion, textile, footwear
and accessories sector.

Sense of touch in fashion

The campaign alludes to the five
senses through which fashion
is perceived and felt. One of the
most special is touch, the desire to
again physically feel the emotion
of every quality of fashion. Touch-
ing a piece of clothing, an acces-
sory or a fabric becomes a unique
sensation, which can only be per-
ceived upon physical contact.

This is where the importance of

this sense linked to design, fab-
rice and materials and fashion
creations lies. The texture of an
item, or the impact of that first time
you encounter it, generates a spe-
cial bond that only occurs through
physical contact. To understand
fashion, footwear or accessories
it is vital to establish that contact,
that journey that MOMAD will fa-
vor through perception through
one’s senses.

This sensory experience can be
experienced at MOMAD, from
September 17 to 19 in Hall 8 of
IFEMA MADRID. The fair will be
held in hybrid format and will be
the best reflection of the momen-
tum that will favor the return to ac-
tivity in this sector.



- As you know, 2020 was a
nightmare and the pandemic
is still dominating the whole
world. How will you define
the evaluation of the Indian
Textile Industry during this
pandemic?

Honestly, before the pandemic
occurred, we were just a regu-
lar startup struggling our way to-
wards growth. But with the rise
of infected covid-19 patients,
the lockdown was declared and
during the lockdown, more and
more people started approach-
ing and demanding us for our
product.

It took me by surprise at first
but we soon had to buckle up
and deliver to everyone! In a
year’s time, we are a team of 5
to 20+ members catering to the
market demands. So yes busi-
ness is impacted positively and
we are confident in paving our
way towards the growth of our
company.

Itis said that Difficult roads often
lead to beautiful destinations. |
feel 2020 was one of those dif-
ficult roads for the textile indus-

try but we have tried our best to
utilise these days and there is a
beautiful destination waiting for
all of us in the near future.

Also, the Indian textile sector
has a very strong fight back
power and we all will see that
it will definitely bounce back
with a good trade number along
with a very positive approach to
growth.

= What according to you is
the reason for the increase in
exports of Indian textiles in
the previous decade?

India has always been a major
supplier of fine quality textiles
to the world. With the fulfil-
ment of the demand and sup-
ply gap, we have been able to
rise above most of the other
nations. Looking back a few de-
cades, it is easy to say that the
Indian Textile Industrys’ growth
has been phenomenal.

Many historic policies and re-
forms have been made in the
past, which have eventually
brought us here today to grow
our market even more.

The adaption of digitalisation
has helped the textile industry
to be globally available and has
brought the market closer to the
manufacturers
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When we speak about biofu-
els we need to understand that
there are many factors and pro-
cedures to consider and not ev-
eryone can do it.

So it is not as easy to get into
that sector as we usually think.
There are lab procedures,
machine technicalities and in-
depth knowledge of science
needed to work with biofuels.
And | have a masters degree in
business administration, so I'm
aware of the market trends and
how | can cater to them within
different market fields.

| also met my co-founder of
Hemp Affair during my last job
and realised that textile is our
strength and we together have
end to end solutions from fibre
to fabric. The demand for textile
products in the market is easi-
ly measurable and known. The
fact that India ranks second as
the textile hub of the world also
pushed us into this field. India
has outstanding recognition for
its handlooms and we felt that
this is what we can give out to
the world at large!

.« What are the special char-
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acteristics of hemp textiles?
Why is it a good choice for
sustainable fabric lovers?

Hemp textiles have proven to
be UV resistant, 3x times stron-
ger than cotton and the stron-
gest and long-lasting fibre ever.
The lifespan of hemp fabric is
more than 10 years

because it doesn’t degrade
as much as other fibres do. It
can be blended with all types
of natural and synthetic fibres
which makes it even more use-
ful. Hemp production doesn’t
require many chemicals which
helps in increasing its durability.

These are some of the ma-
jor characteristics which might

Watch on [E8Youlube

make you think of an eco-friend-
ly shift.

.« How will you evaluate In-
dia’s Hemp Fibre production?

Hemp fibres were used for
the production of huge boats,
ropes, paper and lamp fuels
in the 16th century, however, it
was banned due to its famous
brother marijuana. But with the
increase of climatic change,
many scientists have come for-
ward to introduce hemp once
again as a very crucial plant.

Looking minutely into the Indi-
an hemp production, the gov-
ernment of India has given
legal growing rights to certain
states to continue using it for
medicinal purposes. However,
with the global interest in the
economic sector of hemp, India
too has started to understand
the importance of hemp and in-
crease its production capacity.
The evaluation is steady but it
definitely is seeing the daylight.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPI_p2PU1xc&feature=emb_imp_woyt

There’s Infinitely More To Hemp

Interview with Mr Arpit Agrawal — Co-Founder of Hemp Affair

= Give us abriefbackground
about yourself and how you
started Hemp Affair?

My name is Arpit Agrawal and
| am the Co-Founder of Hemp
Affair. | have a bachelor’s de-
gree in information technology
and a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration and man-
agement. | have over 5 years
of experience as a Senior Soft-
ware Engineer.

It's interesting to talk about
how | started with Hemp Affair
because it was simply another
day when | was reading an ar-
ticle on an online portal called
“your story” about hemp which
was a complete eye-opener for
me. | had no idea there exists a
plant for almost every aspect of

our social, environmental, and
economic world.

Hemp is a proven solution to all
of our water, land, and global
warming concerns, as well as
of the fast fashion industry. It
has so many advantages that
it cannot be compared to any
other fibre. Hence, | got the cu-
riosity to dig deep into knowing
about hemp and how can | ful-
fil the demand and supply gap
through it.

Currently, there’s a lot of
buzz about sustainability in
the textile industry. Why has
sustainability become such
an important aspect than
ever?

All the processes of a textile

manufacturing company harm
the environment in some way
and now is the time when we
adapt to sustainable methods
to see a happy/green future.
Some of the numerous strate-
gies that we have personally
chosen to preserve our sustain-
able environment range from
procuring raw materials without
fertilisers to applying dyes with-
out chemicals.

The world is evolving so rapidly
concerning trends and choices
that many of us are overlook-
ing the importance of climate
change. In school we are taught
about utilising the 3 R’s, Re-
duce, Reuse and Recycle but
how far have we understood its
importance?

= How did you get the idea
that you want to manufacture
fabrics with hemp, and not
enter into biofuels or other
industrial products?
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compliment in the towel printing
industry. It is a superior product
that is still of limited acceptance
in some markets.

What can you tell us about
the quality of the machine
and the printheads?

All has come as advertised and
promised by the vendor. No
complaints at all.

Any comments on the af-
ter-sales support of ZIMMER
AUSTRIA?

All required support has been
on the point. They have been
by our side through thick and
thin.

COLARIS Digital Inkjet Print-
ing Systems from ZIMMER
AUSTRIA

The workhorse for any kind of
heavyweight fabric and volumi-
nous substrate incl. upholstery
fabrics, velour, terry fabric and
carpet products.
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With a vast experience in digital
printing incl. various multina-
tional towel producers, we are
the right partner to convert any
design idea into high quality,
value-added terry towels.

COMPELLING FEATURES

What makes a COLARIS
printer an outstanding solu-
tion for terry fabric printing?

Experience and know-how
gained from heaviest textile
substrates, incl. woven carpet
with a weight of up to 3,200 gsm

Solid and sturdy construction of
the printer and all it’s print line
components

Flexible layout that offers vari-
ous options for a fully integrat-
ed towel print production

Penetration booster system to

work with ready for inkjet print-

ing fabric

Optional features such as:
Analog or digital inline

pre-treatment system

Inline weft alignment system

Automatic cross border de-
tection with design positioning
to stay registered even with
varying towel length

Variety of different dryer
solutions

Inline fixation with SHS Su-
praFIX curing system

Loop steamers for offline
dye fixation

SupraWASH for start-ups
and small
units

towel production



COLARIS DIGITAL TOWEL PRINTING

SHRINATH COTFAB, INDIA — A SUCCESS STORY

ighly reputed towel man-
H ufacturer Shrinath Cotfab
from Maharastra, India
has invested into a COLARIS

Digital Towel Printing System in
2019.

The COLARIS.64-2600 is
equipped with 32 Starfire™
M-type printheads and is com-
plemented by a Bianco pin-
wheel weft alignment system.
Additionally, the print line is
fitted with CHR-DPT inline ink-
jet pre-treatment system and
prints wet on wet with reactive
inks. The dryer is a direct sup-
ply from Indian manufacturer
Yamuna Machine Works Ltd.

Since start-up of the COLAR-
IS print line, the company has
constantly increased produc-
tion capacity of digitally printed
towels and continuously devel-
ops their market share, includ-
ing global export.

Mr Amit, after more than one

year of production with a CO-
LARIS Digital Towel Printing
System, how do you com-
ment your experience?

COLARIS is a brilliant machine.
It has a lot of moving parts
which might be daunting. Nev-
ertheless, ZIMMER technical
team has trained our operators
and service staff who become
real professionals to run op-
erations smooth and efficient.

With the professional support
by ZIMMER AUSTRIA, it has
become a smooth-sailing ride.

How do you see the future
in towel printing? Will digital
printing replace traditional
screen printing, or will it re-
main a complementary op-
tion?

We believe digital will be a nice

right — Mr. Amit Chandak (CEQ) / left — Mr.Himanshu Sharma (Technical Head)
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4D-KNIT ARTICLES IN A NEW
GAUGE OFFER STYLE, LIGHT-
NESS AND A SOFT TOUCH

Dissolving design boundaries

hanks to 4D-KNIT, KARL
I MAYER has redefined the
notion of warp knitted spac-

er fabrics.

The term represents a completely
new generation of spacer textiles
that are based on the basic con-
struction of conventional 3D warp
knitted fabrics, but that significant-
ly deviate from traditional designs.

The spacer layer is particularly
different: the space between the
upper and lower can be filled with
bulked yarns to achieve unprece-
dented effects in performance and
design.

In addition to a smooth pattern,
two-tone colouring and breath-
able mesh zones as before, the
two surfaces can have clearly pro-
nounced relief designs — each with
individual placements and dimen-
sions.

Depending on the amount of filling
and the design of the plastic mo-
tifs, a wide variety of pieces is pos-
sible, from cosy padded jacket fab-
rics that keep you nice and warm
in winter to breathable textiles for
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functional shoes, for example.

The new warp knitted spacer fab-
rics are produced on a RDPJ 6/2
EL FB, previously in gauge E 24.

To further explore the potential for
the sportswear and outerwear sec-
tor, KARL MAYER’s textile product
developers have produced the first
4D-KNIT products on a jacquard
double needle bar raschel ma-
chine in E 28.

New expression of fabrics for
sports and leisure

Material processed in a gauge of
E 28 is commonly used to pro-
duce fine elastic sportswear items.
Skilfully threaded-in on the ma-
chine, the result was a fabric that
weighed significantly less than its
E 24 counterpart and felt soft to
the touch.

What’'s more, the functional chic
design hits just the right mark.
With its two jacquard bars, the
RDPJ 6/2 EL FB makes the front
side and back side of the top as a
single piece with fashionable 3-di-

mentional bulky form — including
every sophisticated design detail.

These include contours to mark
the cut edges, flat bars for seg-
mentation, open mesh parts and
underpadded relief patterns with
small-format geometric motifs.

The small repeat of high-low ef-
fects reduces the fabric’s contact
area on the skin and therefore
minimises any unpleasant sticki-
ness caused by sweat, while per-
fect thermoregulation for sport
and leisure is ensured by breath-
able mesh areas with sufficiently
large openings, and built-in elastic
zones offer freedom of movement.

Yuji Yamamoto, Regional Prod-
uct Owner for double needle bar
raschel machines at KARL MAY-
ER, wants to use the new series
to appeal primarily to fashion and
sportswear manufacturers. “The
apparel sector in particular can
benefit enormously from these
new 4D-KNIT fabrics.

The low weight and soft feel guar-
antee a high level of wear com-
fort, and the yarn material in the
spacing also offers good insulat-
ing properties with extremely low
discharge of microplastic particles,
since we do not use brushing or
raising processes,” explains the
textile specialist.



RE YOU A WINNER?
JOIN US TO CELEBRATE

THE BEST IN DESIGN

The 16th edition of the Shaw
Contract Design Awards, once
again places a spotlight on a di-
verse range of talents from across
the globe, celebrating design in
action and its social impact on the
community.

Honouring some of the most
unique and impactful designs

in the world, the Design Awards
programme recognises the cre-
ative vision of the architects and
designers who inspire new ways
of living, working, learning, and
healing.

Encompassing Shaw Contract’s
Smarter Impact mindset, the
evaluation criteria selects winners
based on knowledge-led, hu-
man-centric and optimistic de-
signs within the categories of hos-
pitality, retail, healthcare, senior
living, education, government,
multi-family, and office sector.

The global programme is open

to all professional interior design
firms, architecture firms and end
users, and projects must feature
at least one Shaw Contract prod-
uct as the predominant flooring in

the space.

This year, once again, the Design
Awards will be held virtually with
an elite panel of industry leaders
from the global architecture and
design community collaborating
to select each Category and Final
Award winners.

The category segments are hos-
pitality, retail, healthcare, senior
living, education, government,
multi-family, small office, midsize
office and large office.

Project Re-entries: All projects
entered last year will be auto-
matically available via the same
website account “submissions”
page as last year. Reach out to
your Account Manager to know
how your firm can have another
opportunity to re-enter a project in
this year’s 16th edition.

Entry to our Awards is free and
there is no limit on entries per
firm.

Call for submission will open from
July 6th, 2021 and close on Au-

SHAwW CONTRACT

DESIGN AWARDS
2021

gust 13th, 2021.

Prizes: Each winner receives a
trophy and charitable donation of
$5000 to be awarded in the firm’s
name to an organisation/charity of
its choice.

Eligible project designs must have
been completed between January
1, 2019 and July 6, 2021.

HOW THE PROGRAMME
WORKS

Phase 1- Category Judging
Mid-September

Phase 2- Announcement of Cate-
gory Finalists (End-September)

Phase 3- People’s Choice Voting
Begins (Early-October)

Phase 4- Final Judging
Mid-October

Phase 5- Final Winners and Peo-
ple’s Choice Winner Announced

End-October

Share your design with the world.
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How many percent of your prod-

ucts use in Egypt domestic mar-
ket and how many percent export
to international markets? Tell us
more about your export destina-
tions.

About 65-70% of the production of
Oriental Weavers is exported and
around 30-35% is sold in the domes-
tic Egyptian market. We export to
more than 130 countries worldwide.
Our main export markets include
USA, MENA region, Germany, Ja-
pan, Brazil, UK, Australia, and Africa.

How do you evaluate the Carpet
industry in Egypt?

The carpet industry in Egypt is very
competitive due to the fact that
government supports the industry
through providing several incentives,
like tax-free incentives for free zone
areas, export rebates, etc.

Also, major costs associated with
the industry, like labour costs, utili-
ties, etc., are very competitive when
compared with other countries in the
world. Oriental Weavers is the lead-
ing producer in Egypt with a market
share of almost 90% of what is pro-
duced in the country.

We should rely more on sustain-
ability and green products, how
we can improve sustainability in
Carpet and flooring industry?

Sustainability themes and projects
are very important to add more val-
ue to the industry in general. There
should be more focus on introducing
more and more rugs made of recy-
cled yarn and would help enhance
the concept of the “green economy”.
Also, improving sustainability should
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involve reducing pollution outputs re-
lated to the industry and using more
sources of clean energy.

Oriental weavers is a leading com-
pany in the production of green
and sustainable flooring, what is
Oriental weavers policy and plans
for improving sustainability in fi-
nal products?

Itis very important for Oriental Weav-
ers to start developing and introduc-
ing rugs and carpets that are made
of eco-friendly material. Such rugs
would be recycled, recyclable and
traceable in order to help with the
concept of the ‘green economy’ with
the main focus on sustainability.

Also, using clean energy sources,
as much as possible, is implement-
ed gradually in OW, like using solar
panels, solar lightings and working to
decrease carbon dioxide emissions.
Introducing rugs made of harmless
and eco-friendly material is one goal
among OW'’s long term strategic
goals.

What is Oriental Weaver’s main
strategy to maintain its position
as the market and industry lead-
er?

Oriental Weavers is a very dynamic
company whether in terms of pro-
duction, development, sales, or other
related activities. The company has
aggressive plans to expand its ca-
pacity for production of yarn and rugs
extensively with main goal of improv-
ing service level offered to custom-
ers and enhancing the concept of
‘economies of scale’ more efficiently
to keep developing and offering the
best quality rugs with the highest
possible value.

The company also has plans to hire
and train its workforce and invest in
the OW team as part of the compa-
ny’s belief in the importance of hu-
man capital as a main pillar for the
advance and growth of the company.
Finally, there are ambitious plans of
OW to expand in both domestic and
export markets through adding new
showrooms domestically and gain-
ing higher market shares in major
export markets.



Oriental weavers;
export carpet to 130

countries

Interview with Mr. Hany Amin
Export Director, Oriental Weavers Carpet Co.

he Oriental weavers company
was established in 1979 by Mr.
Mohamed Farid Khamis.

The founder, Mr. Mohamed Farid
Khamis, established the company on
the 10th of Ramadan city in Egypt,
which is a famous industrial city in

Egypt.

Oriental Weavers had the vision to
become the leading manufacturer in
the industry and the company start-
ed to be vertically integrated where
it produces most of its raw materials.
The company grew over the years to
be the largest company in the world
producing machine-made rugs and
currently exporting to more than 130
countries worldwide.

Which kind of Carpet and flooring
you produce in Oriental weavers?

The company specializes in produc-
ing machine-made woven rugs and
carpets made mainly of polypropyl-
ene, but also produces rugs made of
other materials, like polyester, wool,
cotton, acrylic, viscose, and other
blends.

Oriental Weavers is one of the big-
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OrientalWeavers

gest carpet and flooring producers in
the world, how was the pandemic ef-
fect in your export market and

How do you evaluate 2021 and the
upcoming years?

The pandemic has a negative effect
on the short run, especially at the
beginning of the first wave, however,
demand started to rise again start-
ing from July 2020 and the markets
witnessed huge demand due to the
reopening of retail shops beside the
big increase in demand coming from
e-commerce that accompanied the
pandemic.

Overall, OW managed to use the

ARTICLE

pandemic time for its benefits
through catching new opportunities
arising from increased demand, and
also implementing new digital and
development ideas to communicate
more effectively with customers.

Oriental Weavers is a creative
design carpet manufacturer, how
you follow carpet and flooring
market trends and how select
your carpet designs?

In OW, we have a big in-house de-
sign department and a very dynamic
R&D team. We try to keep up with
new trends through participating with
different trade publications, joining
virtual exhibitions, communicating
with customers in different markets,
and working closely with consultants
and freelance designers and trend
developers.

Designs are created mainly internally
through our designers who work with
the R&D team and also by selecting
and buying some designs from exter-
nal design houses. The feedback of
the sales team for designs helps to
select the right designs for each mar-
ket or region.

Middle East and North Africa Textile Journal



Eruslu Nonwovens Group to En-
ter the Biodegradable Nonwoven
Market with Truetzschler Nonwov-

ens’ Machinery

Truetzschler Nonwovens will
deliver equipment to enlarge
an existing spunlacing line into
a flexible, state-of-the-art production

line for various light to heavy weight
sustainable nonwovens.

When the Eruslu Nonwovens Group
(ENG) invested in a Truetzschler
Nonwovens'’ spunlacing line in 2015,
it became clear that the company
was heading for growth. The line,
consisting of a single NCR random
card, Aquadet and a drum dryer had
already been laid out for later ex-
tension. All components were either
fully equipped or designed to deliver
higher performances.

Last year Eruslu decided to broaden
its portfolio in the wipes segment by
adding biodegradable products from
renewable resources. The group
took full advantage of the 2015 small
capacity line and went for:

* Asecond NCR random and a NCA
airlay card

« fiber preparation and card feeding
equipment for the two new cards

* More hydraulic power to reli-
ably and efficiently hydroentangle
multi-layer webs

* An extension to the dryer for in-
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Eruslu Nonwovens’ site in Gaziantep -

creased evaporation capacity

After starting up in the second half
of 2022, Eruslu will be operating

an ultra-modern, highly flexible
NCR-NCA-NCR spunlace line, the
first of its kind in Turkey. The line is
tailor-made to process virgin cotton
fibers, comber noils and short fibers
at high speeds. End products are
top-quality, lightweight natural wipes
or heavy-weight, three-layer nonwov-
ens for cosmetic pads.

About Eruslu Nonwovens Group

Eruslu Nonwovens Group, estab-
lished in 1972, is a leading Turkish
company specialized in the produc-

tion of various textile products.

Eruslu Nonwovens, part of Erus-

lu group, is located in Gaziantep,
Turkey. In the nonwovens sector,

the company provides disposable
products for the home cleaning and
health sectors. Since 2004 the port-
folio comprises diapers for adults and
children, wet towels and pocket tow-
els. Products are exported to more
than 100 countries worldwide.

About Truetzschler and Tru-
etzschler Nonwovens

With about 3,000 employees, Tru-
etzschler is one of the leading textile
machine manufacturers in the world.
Truetzschler specializes in machines,
systems, and accessories for spin-
ning preparation, nonwovens, and
the chemical fiber industry.

Founded more than 125 years ago,
the company is headquartered in
Moenchengladbach, Germany. It
has additional locations in Germany,
India, China, Brazil, the USA, and
Switzerland.

Truetzschler Nonwovens is a divi-
sion of the Truetzschler Group with
a focus on complete production

lines and machinery for hydroentan-
gled (spunlaced), through-air and
chemical bonded nonwovens. Its
range of products includes solutions
encompassing the entire nonwovens
process chain from fiber preparation,
web formation, web bonding, and
finishing to drying and winding.

=ERUSLU

GROUP
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TEXTILE MACHINERY -~

ope Canyon (USA Southwest,
nd east of Page, Arizona) is formed E |

“during million of years becauseaf the erosion
of the sandstone from the waterénd of the wind.

Al RO 2 4 As wind and water forge nature,
our AIRO*24 open-width continuous
tumbler endlessly processes your fabrics,
shapes them and moulds them,
H A R N E S S tames them and naturally improves their
quality while drying them, giving them
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