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Showcase your products in a

unique way!

hanghai. As the leading floor-

ing exhibition in Asia Pacific,

DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR
is driven by innovative products. In
2013, it launched the InnovAction cam-
paign as a promotion platform for new
flooring products. InnovAction is pre-
sents new trends in flooring and encour-
ages new brands in the flooring industry
to introduce or independently develop
innovative techniques and materials. It
is a great chance for wood, carpet and
resilient flooring producers to extend
their reach to the show’s professional
audience and set themselves as pio-
neers of the flooring industry.

New Products,
New Display

After a successful InnovAction in 2018,
the world renowned architect Kostas
Chatzigiannis is coming back for the
21st edition of the show. The famous
Greek designer will once again be the
master planner of the new style floor-
ing exhibition area of InnovAction. He
will design a unique exhibition area
and custom-made units for each new
product display, leaving a unique view-
ing experience for the audience. The
InnovAction flooring campaign and
high-profile displays will be located in
3 halls throughout the exhibition with
the purpose of unveiling future market
leading products in carpet, wood and
resilient flooring. InnovAction exhibitors
are automatically enrolled in the online

New Promotions,

www.instagram.com/kohan.journal96

Best Products Competition. The com-
petition will officially be online from the
beginning of February 2019 and will run
until the end of the month. Every new
product will have a short video, making
the online vote a unique experience for
the professional audience. The awards
will be conferred in each category, with
the winners displayed onsite on large
screens, which are rotated at the show
for more than 60,000+ professional visi-
tors. In addition, DOMOTEX asia/CHI-
NAFLOOR will present a new product
manual and distribute it onsite, along
with the show guide. Floor Covering
Weekly Magazine (FCW), a leading
international industry publication since
1952, is the main sponsor of the show-
case and will formally announce the
winners of the Best Products Competi-
tion.

Issue No.51 |

About DOMOTEX Worldwide:
DOMOTEX HANNOVER (January 11-
14, 2019) is the world’s leading floor
covering trade show. Deutsche Messe
AG Hannover organizes the show.
DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR (March
26-28, 2019 in Shanghai) is the larg-
est international flooring show in the
Asia-Pacific region. VNU Exhibitions
Asia, Build Your Dream and Hannover
Milano Fairs Shanghai, a subsidiary of
Deutsche Messe, jointly organize the
show.

DOMOTEX Turkey (April 27-30, 2019 in
Gaziantep) serves the Turkish and Mid-
dle Eastern markets. Hannover Messe
International Istanbul, a subsidiary of
Deutsche Messe, organizes the show.
DOMOTEX USA (Feb 28-Mar 2, 2019 in
Atlanta) the only North American trade
fair and conference event to focus ex-
clusively on carpets and floor coverings.
Hannover Messe USA, a subsidiary of
Deutsche Messe, organizes the show.
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Textile and Apparel Sector in

TUNISIA

uropean countries import 96 per
E cent of Tunisia's total textile and

apparel exports; France, Germa-
ny and ltaly alone receive 75 per cent.
... Expertise is spread over spinning and
thread making, fabric weaving, finish-
ing, hosiery, knitting, the manufacture
of woven and knitted clothing as well as
other textile products.

Tunisia is among the top 15 garment
suppliers in the world and has the ad-
vantage of being close to the Euro-
pean market. It is the fifth largest sup-
plier to the European Union, as well as
the leading trouser supplier to the EU.
Other important products are work wear
and lingerie. The main foreign inves-
tors in the apparel sector in Tunisia are
France, Germany, Belgium and ltaly.
This web site is a part of a project initi-
ated by the chamber of commerce and
industry of the center and funded by the
FAMEX ( foreign markets access fund )
in order to offer to Scandinavian com-
panies the opportunity to meet selected
Tunisian companies and to explore fur-
ther partnership and production oppor-
tunities.

The Scandinavian apparel and fashion
industry is characterized by the emer-
gence of many new brands and design-
ers; Tunisian apparel industry offers
many opportunities to Scandinavian
countries. Thanks to its assets in terms
of flexibility, reactivity, adaptable pro-
duction volumes, just-in-time delivery,
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communication skills and fundamental
respect for social and environmental
standards.

Tunisia enjoys several comparative ad-
vantages, such as low labour cost and
proximity to the EU market. According
to the 2007 textile labour cost com-
parison by Werner International, the
average cost per operator hour in the
Tunisian industry is significantly lower
than in Morocco and Turkey. Due to the
reactivity of the Tunisian apparel sec-
tor delivery times ( 2 to 3 weeks ) are
lower than Turkey and Poland ( 3 to 4
weeks ) and definitely lower than India
and China (12 a 20 weeks).

Thanks to its proximity to Europe, Tu-
nisian Workers are familiar with the eu-
ropean mentality and work culture. Italy
is only 1 hour away from Tunis by aero-
plane, France and Germany 2 hours
away, Copenhagen and Stockholm are
2h 30 and 3h away respectively. Most of
the tunisian factories employ multi-lin-
guistic skilled workers: French, English,
Italian and German are widely used.

FUNDAMENTAL RESPECT FOR SO-
CIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL STAND-
ARDS AND NORMS

Tunisia is a signatory to the Geneva
Convention on the conditions of the em-
ployment of child labour. All companies
must comply with social rules and regu-
lations; systematic control procedures
ensure that these social standards are

respected.

MAIN CLIENTS AND REFERENCES
More than 200 brands are currently
working in Tunisia. here is a non-ex-
haustive list of known brands : Armand
Thierry, Benetton, Cacharel, Diesel,
Balmain, 4 You, G.Laroche, Hugo Boss,
Kookai, Lacoste, Adidas, Catimini, Lee.
Certification for products, systems
and environment have become wide-
spread among sector enterprises as
has the development of labelling such
as OEKO-TEX, ECOLABEL...(see the
website menu and read more under
the headline social and environmental
standards and norms).

MAJOR REASONS FOR CHOOSING
TUNISIA

» Competitive production costs

* Flexible and adaptable production system
* Qualified and available human re-
source.

* Respect of delivery time frames.

* Reliable and high-performance sourcing.
» Respect of social and environmental
standards.

* Full line of services available from
sub-contracting to co-contracting and
finished products.

SECTOR OVERVIEW

The Textiles and clothing industries
(TCI) sector is comprised of some 2,094
industrial enterprises employing 10 or
more persons, of which 1,656 produce
exclusively for the export market.

www.kohanjournal.com



DOMOTEX TURKEY
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domotexturkey.com
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Middle East Exhibition Center

For Online Registration:
exturkey.com
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Heimtextil 2019:

A lively start to the new furnishing season
gives hope for a good business year ahead

he international home textiles industry has enjoyed
a promising start at Heimtextil in Frankfurt am Main,
which finishes today. The challenging economic situa-

tion and uncertainty in the retail sector were countered by a
positive and confident mood at the world’s leading trade fair.

3025 exhibitors from 65 countries* took the international
trade fair for home and contract textiles to a 15-year high:
‘Exhibitors and visitors accepted the new trade fair concept
with great enthusiasm and confirmed the trade fair’s position
as the world’s most important meeting place for the industry.
The quality of the decision-makers impressed the exhibitors,
as did the number of new business contacts from 156 coun-
tries, especially international ones — thus enabling Heimtextil
to set a new benchmark’, says Detlef Braun, Member of the
Board of Management of Messe Frankfurt. ‘Around 67,500
visitors* ensured that there was a busy atmosphere in the
halls, despite a slight decline due to various reasons, such
as difficult travel conditions on account of the storms in the
alpine region and airport strikes in Germany’. [*For com-
parison, 2018: 2,975 exhibitors from 64 countries; 68,584
visitors from 135 countries, FKM-tested)]

3025 exhibitors from 65 countries* took the international
trade fair for home and contract textiles to a 15-year high:
‘Exhibitors and visitors accepted the new trade fair concept
with great enthusiasm and confirmed the trade fair’s position
as the world’s most important meeting place for the industry.
The quality of the decision-makers impressed the exhibitors,
as did the number of new business contacts from 156 coun-
tries, especially international ones — thus enabling Heimtextil
to set a new benchmark’, says Detlef Braun, Member of the
Board of Management of Messe Frankfurt. ‘Around 67,500
visitors* ensured that there was a busy atmosphere in the
halls, despite a slight decline due to various reasons, such
as difficult travel conditions on account of the storms in the
alpine region and airport strikes in Germany’.

One topic that occupied both exhibitors and visitors was the
current and future economic situation. A further challenge
is the increasingly evident changes that are happening in
trade. Increasing revenues and revenue shares in online
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retailing stand in the way of the efforts made by the station-
ary retail trade to maintain their inner-city businesses. ‘The
small business specialist trade, but also department stores
and multibrand stores, and thus the heart of our visitor target
groups, are under pressure from the constantly increasing
levels of e-commerce. With Heimtextil and our consumer
goods fairs in general, we offer these retailers in particular
clear perspectives and diverse inspiration in an ambiguous
world’, continues Braun.

Heimtextil made it easier for its visitors to access valuable
inspiration and business momentum thanks to an optimised
trade fair concept and the associated new hall structure.
‘The new concept brought more visitors to the stand’, was
the feedback from Andreas Klenk, Managing Director of
Saum & Viebahn from Kulmbach in Franconia about hall 8.0
which offered textiles editeurs and manufacturers of curtain
and sun protection systems a common platform for the first
time. ‘It was the right decision to merge the different seg-
ments. We had high quality discussions with respect to both
export and domestic business, and are satisfied with the
trade fair’.

www.kohanjournal.com



As part of the new concept, Heimtextil
expanded its unique product range
across the entire exhibition site and
also included the new hall 12, which
has been an additional architectural
highlight on the Frankfurt exhibition
grounds since September.

Top international companies from the
Bed & Bath Fashion segment present-
ed their wares here. For the company
Curt Bauer from Aue in Saxony, the
premiere of the new hall was a suc-
cessful one. ‘We're very enthusiastic
about the new hall 12. The product
range there was very well received.
We are very satisfied with the quality
of visitors to our stand. In addition to a
good frequency of German visitors, we
are particularly pleased about growth
from China and Russia’, says Manag-
ing Director Michael Bauer.

Natural materials, PET and ocean
plastics Heimtextil set a standard in
terms of sustainability: after the first
global climate protection agreement for
the textile industry was signed by 40
leading fashion companies, organisa-
tions and associations at the World
Climate Conference in Katowice last
December, the focus in Frankfurt was
also on environmental progress in

www.instagram.com/kohan.journal96
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the textile industry. Numerous exhibi-
tors presented progressive solutions,
for example in the recycling of PET
bottles and ocean plastic as well as in
the use of certified natural materials.
‘Sustainability was the theme for us

at this year’s Heimtextil. Major media
players visited us and the 'Green Tour’
guided tour stopped by. We presented
many things, including our first vegan
duvet and fair silk products, all 100

per cent produced in Austria’, says
Denise Hartmann, Marketing Manager
at Hefel Textil. The topics of water
consumption in the textile industry and
microplastics also increasingly came to
the fore. The exhibitor directory ‘Green
Directory’ alone contained around 150
progressive companies listing sustain-
ably produced textiles. The offer was
supplemented by its own lecture series
as well as theme-specific tours, which
provided valuable impetus and
underpinned the pioneering green posi-
tion of the trade fair.

Sleep becomes new lifestyle theme
Heimtextil also focused on sleep as
one of the upcoming lifestyle trends.
While a balanced diet and sufficient
exercise are now a natural part of a
healthy lifestyle, restorative sleep is

Issue No.51 |

still neglected* although it is one of
the most important building blocks for
long-term physical and mental well-
being. At Heimtextil, a number of new
products and aspects came to the fore
that help people become sensitised to
and analyse their sleep behaviour and
promote healthy sleep. Around the re-
designed hall 11.0 and in the adjoining
lecture area ‘Sleep! The Future Forum’,
representatives from the national and
international bed industry enjoyed
attractive product presentations and
superb speeches on the topics of sus-
tainability, hospitality, sport and digital.

In addition to the renowned trend show,
the trade fair also focused on contract
business, particularly in the hotel and
hospitality sector, as well as decorative
and upholstery fabrics, digital printing
solutions and wallpapers.

The next Heimtextil in Frankfurt am
Main — its 50th edition — will take place
from 7 to 10 January 2020.

*According to a forsa investigation

commissioned by the Techniker Krank-
enkasse
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WHAT IS HAPPENNING IN THE WORLD OF TEXTILE

S AFRICAN GOVT-
FUNDED PROGRAMME
REVIVES COTTON
INDUSTRY

R200-million programme by
ASouth Africa has successfully

revived the country’s cotton in-
dustry by unlocking private sector in-
vestments and buying power worth
hundreds of millions. The programme,
known as Sustainable Cotton Clus-
ter and funded by the department
of trade and industry (DTI), will end in
March, when a decision will be taken on
its extension.

One such investment is the R72-million
Loskop Cotton ginnery outside Marble
Hall in Limpopo, which has just started
operating and will enable further cotton
production in the region and offer em-
ployment to local people.

Further industry investments have been
made in another ginnery as well as 11
cotton strippers and 24 cotton pickers.
These big machines cost up to R10 mil-
lion each.

The programme started five years ago
with in-depth research to determine the
demand, the state of each element in
the whole supply chain and ways of op-
timising production, according to South
African media reports.

When retailers got on board the pro-
gramme, funding became much more
readily available and as a result, cot-
ton production has grown from 25 000
bales of lint in 2013 to more than 200
000 bales in the past season.

The number of small-scale farmers in
the Marble Hall area alone grew from
not more than 10 to 240.

The cluster has also promoted and
trained producers in the sustainable
principles and methods of the Better

Cotton Initiative (BCI) and 40 per cent
of the cotton farmers are now BCI li-
censed.

For the past season 32 per cent of the
lint bales are BCl-compliant, which is of
further appeal to the global cotton mar-
ket.

For retailers supporting the local indus-
try, however, it makes absolute sense
as it would mean more flexibility to ad-
just to fashion trends and market de-
mand, which reduces risk.

The one factor that currently limits
growth in production is the availability of
funding, especially for small-scale farm-
ers who rent communal land.

OERLIKON BCF S8 EX-
PANDS NEW CARPET
YARN MARKETS

The innovative BCF S8 platform tech-
nology has opened up new carpet yarn
industry markets for Oerlikon Neumag
customers. Whether commodities or
niche products - BCF S8 offers manu-
facturers of BCF carpet yarns decisive
arguments for responding to constantly
rising cost pressures and the trend for
greater efficiency and quality in fiercely-
competitive markets.

At the recent Domotex, world trade fair
for carpets and floor coverings in Hano-
ver, for the first Oerlikon Neumag dis-
played the BCF S8.

Issue No.51 | February 2019
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The new BCF S8 is the first Oerlikon
Manmade Fibers segment system
equipped with the innovative human-
machine interface (HMI) for intelligent
controlling and monitoring. In this case,
the interface between man and ma-
chine has been oriented on the daily re-
quirements of users in BCF production.
With its new 'look and feel', it supports
intuitive operation and offers direct ac-
cess to important information as well as
actual and target values at each take-up
position by means of a touch screen. A
completely new 'alarm philosophy' also
simplifies troubleshooting and malfunc-
tion analysis. "This smart HMI system
is a logical step in the digitalisation of
our products," said Dr Friedrich Lenne-
mann, vice president R&D Oerlikon

Neumag.

"We have succeeded in achieving a new
level of greater productivity and even
broader product diversity. These allow
our clientéle to better cater to chang-
ing market requirements and achieve a
competitive edge in tough market con-
ditions," explained Martin Rademacher,
vice president sales Oerlikon Neumag.
As a pre-taste, the machine specialists
from Neumiinster are serving up per-
formance figures and results from com-
prehensive trials conducted at their own
BCF technology center as well as from
two pilot systems which have been tried
and tested within the market for months
now.

With up to 700 potential filaments per

yarn end, the BCF S8 is raising the
benchmark considerably compared to

www.instagram.com/kohan.journal96
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the Oerlikon Neumag S+ BCF system
(400 filaments) that has dominated the
global market to date. Oerlikon Neumag
guarantees fine titers of up to 2.5 dpf.
Furthermore, the process speed is
higher than ever before - 3,700 m/min
(winder speed). This permits through-
puts of up to 15 percent greater com-
pared to predecessor technologies.
Overall, system efficiency is 99 per cent
- almost unbeatable. True to the Oer-
likon Segments Manmade Fibers seg-
ment e-save philosophy, energy sav-
ings of up to 5 per cent per kilogram of
yarn are achievable.

TEXPROCESS TO
SHOW NEW TECHNOL-
OGY FOR TEXTILE
PROCESSING

Texprocess 2019 will display latest
technology for textile processing. The
international trade fair presenting ma-
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chinery and methods for the processing
of textile and flexible materials will be
held from May 14-17, 2019, at Messe
Frankfurt, Germany. Visitors from the
fashion and clothing industry, uphol-
stered- furniture manufacturers will visit
the show.

With exhibitors currently from some 29
countries, Texprocess will be showing
the whole range of textile-processing
technologies — from design, to layout, to
cutting, making, trimming, digital textile
printing, conditioning, finishing, textile
logistics and textile recycling. Among
the exhibitors registered will be all in-
ternational market leaders, including
Amann, Brother, Dirkopp Adler, Human
Solutions, Juki Central Europe, Morgan
Tecnica, Pfaff, Tajima, Veit and Vetron.
Following a temporary absence, Sun-
star will be one of those represented at
Texprocess again, according to a press
release on the show.

Among those which have registered for
the first time are Browzwear Solutions,
Lasembor, INL International Technol-
ogy, Siruba Latin America, and Summa
NV. China, Japan, and Taiwan have
registered for national pavilions.

Micro-factories — an approach to textile
processing which is fully networked and
allows individualised products, while
working rapidly, flexibly and locally —
will be the focal subject at the coming
Texprocess. Texprocess currently fea-
tures four micro-factories. The Digital
Textile Micro-Factory at Texprocess and
Techtextil, in collaboration with the Den-
kendorf Institutes for Textile and Fibre
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Research (DITF) and partners from in-
dustry, will be presenting three produc-
tion lines in hall 4.1 alone — one each
for the manufacture of clothing, a 3D
knitted shoe and for processing techni-
cal textiles, for example, the automotive
or furniture industry.

Six firms working in several fields —
visualisation, CAD cutting systems,
automated body-mass calculation, lay-
out, and process automation — have
also come together under the umbrella
concept ‘World of Digital Fashion’. In
hall 4.0, they will be jointly showing the
ways in which their products can be
integrated and combined in various dif-
ferent workflows within the value-added
chain, making the digital process chain
into a live experience. The focus will be
on the customisation of clothing and
fashion.

Sustainability is one of the central
themes of the upcoming Techtextil and
Texprocess. For the first time, the two
fairs will be showcasing their exhibitors’
efforts towards sustainability. The Tech-
textil and Texprocess Innovation Awards
give prizes for sustainable textile inno-
vations and processing approaches. In
addition, the Texprocess Forum will of-
fer a thematic block exclusively around
the theme of sustainability in the textile
and fashion industry, with an offshoot
of Fashionsustain, Messe Frankfurt's
conference about sustainable textile in-
novations.

For the first time Techtextil and con-
current Texprocess will be sharing an
exhibition hall in 2019. In hall 4.1, Tex-
process will be showing its Digital Tex-
tile Micro-Factory, with one production
line each for clothing, shoes and the
processing of technical textiles. In addi-
tion exhibitors will be featuring product
preparation, finishing, textile logistics,
internal materials flow and textile con-
ditioning, plus suppliers of sewing so-
lutions. The Texprocess Special Treat-
ment Area will also be located there,
with exhibitors from the effect-finishing
segment.

The Texprocess Forum in hall 4.1 on
every day of the fair will be featuring
talks by experts on current topics in
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the industry. Once again the Forum will
be organised in collaboration with the
Textile-Clothing Dialogue (Dialog Textil-
Bekleidung (DTB)), the International
Apparel Federation (IAF) and the World
Textile Information Network (WTiN).

Visitors will also find new IT solutions for
the clothing industry at IT@Texprocess.
Among the presentations to be shown
by exhibitors will be software for cus-
tomer relationship management (CRM),
enterprise resource planning (ERP),
product life-cycle management (PLM)
and supply chain management.

GHANA TEXTILE IN-

DUSTRY TO GROW

WITH 3 YEARS VAT
EXEMPTION

The Ghana government's decision to
zero-rate Value-Added Tax (VAT) on the
supply of locally manufactured textiles
for three years is a boost to the indus-
try. Albeit the policy is likely to cost the
government around GH¢40.1 million
annually, the announcement is a respite
to the people dealing in the textiles busi-
ness, awaiting the tax exemption since
long.

Reducing the cost of production, the lo-
cal textile industry will grow gradually,
thus increasing employment opportu-
nities in the country, Ghanaian media
reports said. By the end of three years,
the local industry will be well-equipped
to beat the competition from the interna-
tional market.

The expected loss will be offset by the
associated revenue from corporate
profits, taxes from employees and other
stakeholders in the supply chain of lo-
cally manufactured textiles.

TORAY TO INTEGRATE
TEXTILE MANUFAC-
TURING SUBSIDIARIES

Toray Industries, Inc, has announced
a policy to integrate the management
of its two textile manufacturing sub-
sidiaries in Thailand —Thai Toray Textile
Mills Public Company Limited (TTTM)
and Luckytex Public Company Limited
(LTX) —at the respective board of direc-
tors meetings and approved to convene
general shareholders’ meetings for the
integration.

Going forward, TTTM and LTX will drive
forward the prescribed procedures for
management integration including ap-
proval by the general shareholders’
meetings and aim to start operations as
a new company in July 2019. Toray will
announce the name of the new com-
pany and the scheduled date of starting
operations immediately after the formal
procedures are complete, according to
a press release by Toray.

The management integration agreed
upon by the two companies is aimed
at enhancing material lineups in both
apparel and industrial applications and
strengthening product development
capability. The companies also aspire

www.kohanjournal.com



COMPANY NEWS

for dramatic growth as a new compre-
hensive textile manufacturer by strongly
driving forward the integrated materials
and garments business by further rein-
forcing the cooperation within the Toray
Group.

Established in 1963, TTTM is engaged
in spinning, weaving and dyeing of T/R
blended fabrics as well as manufac-
turing of polyester filament and spun
knitted fabrics. LTX was established in
1960 and is engaged in spinning, weav-
ing and dyeing of T/C blended fabrics
as well as manufacturing of polyester
filament fabrics and air-bag fabrics.

The Toray Group entered Southeast
Asia ahead of other Japanese com-
panies and built the foundation to ex-
pand the business of high-quality T/C
and other textiles throughout the world.
Among these Southeast Asian coun-
tries, Thailand is the first business base
of the Group and it boasts a long history
of growing its business concurrently the
economic development of the Kingdom
of Thailand.

IRAN’S TEXTILE EX-
PORTS WITNESS A
GROWTH OF 40 PER
CENT

Iran’s textile exports have seen an im-
pressive growth of 40 per cent since the
start of the current year, while its textile
production has risen by 2 per cent.

Elucidating on the above, Afsaneh
Mehrabi, Director General, Textile and
Clothing Department, Ministry of Indus-
tries, Mines and Trade, averred that the
Government of Iran has been taking ini-
tiatives to promote the textile sector in
the country.

While attending the opening ceremony
of a Textile and Carpet Exhibition held
in the city of Yazd, Iran on 25 December
2018, Mehrabi added that there are ef-
forts to make things easy for garment
manufacturers to enhance exports.

It is important to note that the Govern-
ment’s decision to prohibit the imports
of some items created huge opportuni-
ties for local manufacturers to increase
their exports despite all challenges per-
taining to currency.

Mehrabi said that Yazd Province con-
tributes to 27 per cent share in Iran’s
overall textile production. “662 textile

production units with official operating
certificate are now active throughout the
Yazd province,” added Mehrabi while
corroborating further on the same.

TURKEY RECORDS
APPAREL EXPORT OF
US $ 18 BILLION IN
2018

Turkey’s apparel exports reached US $
18 billion in 2018. This was announced
by Hadi Karasu, President, Turkish
Clothing Manufacturers Association
(TGSD) on 26 December 2018 at a
meeting in Istanbul.Turkey’s apparel
exports reached US $ 18 billion in 2018.
This was announced by Hadi Karasu,
President, Turkish Clothing Manufactur-
ers Association (TGSD) on 26 Decem-
ber 2018 at a meeting in Istanbul.

“Turkey hopes that its apparel exports
will clock US $ 19 billion in 2019. This
was according to a press release issued
by TGSD. The country’s garment indus-
try is vital to the economy of the nation
as it generated lot of employment op-
portunities for the people.” — Hadi Kar-
asu, President, Turkish Clothing Manu-
facturers Association

While asserting on Turkey’s relevance
in global textile sector, he said that in
2017, Turkey’s contribution to US $ 515
billion global apparel market was 3.3
per cent.

“Turkey is the fifth largest apparel sup-
plier globally and its importance cannot
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be overlooked,” said the TGSD Presi-
dent. He also said that the country had
all the potential to increase its exports
by ten times.

It is important to note that Turkey’s do-
mestic garment market recorded an im-
pressive US $ 34.2 billion in 2018 — an
increase of 20 per cent from 2017.

The Egyptian government has ap-
pointed an official steering committee
to safeguard the future of the Egyp-
tian cotton brand. Egyptian cotton fibres
are considered by many to be the best
because of their length, strength, and
softness. The new steering committee of
Government and trade representatives
has been appointed by the minister of
trade & industry.

The committee will be responsible for
the licensing and promotion of Egyptian
cotton globally, as well as policing the in-
tegrity of the supply chain to ensure full
compliance, traceability, and transpar-
ency, according to a press release.

The Cotton Egypt Association (CEA),
which until now has had sole responsibil-
ity for licensing and promoting the luxury
cotton brand, has been incorporated into
the new structure.

“l am proud to be a member of the new
steering committee will build on the work
already carried out by the CEA to pro-
mote Egyptian cotton globally, protect
the supply chain and ensure the welfare
of the workers,” Khaled Schuman, ex-
ecutive director of CEA and head of the
newly formed Egyptian cotton logo unit

said.

“We are aware that deceptive practices
by some manufacturers are damag-
ing the Egyptian cotton brand. It has, in
some cases, resulted in a loss of con-
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fidence and trust, neither of which are
acceptable. We will reinforce the creden-
tials of genuine Egyptian cotton as an
ethical and sustainable brand, the culti-
vation, and production of which supports
whole communities,” Schuman added.

The full make-up of the new steering
committee will include: two members
from the ministry of trade & industry;
two members from the Alexandria Cot-
ton Exporters Association (ALCOTEXA);
two members from CEA; one member
from the holding company for cotton,
spinning, weaving & RMG; one from the
ministry of agriculture and one from the
high council of textiles.

The brand has been on a course to re-

covery since 2011 when output fell dras-
tically — following political upheaval. De-
spite the setbacks, Egyptian cotton is still
widely recognised by the consumer as a
luxury brand and a recent US consumer
survey found Egyptian cotton was the
name most people associated with qual-
ity and were prepared to pay a premium
for, ahead of pima cotton, Turkish cotton,
and Supima.

Recent moves to improve confidence in
the Egyptian cotton logo include the in-
troduction of a partnership with Bureau
Veritas and a new rigorous accreditation
process, which uses DNA testing to dis-
tinguish between genuine Egyptian cot-
ton and regular cotton.
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