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VENUE: Tehran International Permanent Fairground
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est and Central Africa have their first

Worganic cotton ginning plant, a move designed

to boost the regions textile industries.

Inaugurated by the President of Faso, Roch Marc Christian
Kabore, last week, the plant in Burkina Faso called the
Koudougou Organic Cotton Ginning Company (SECOBIO)
will have a ginning capacity of 17,500 tonnes of organic
cotton per season. It will employ 40 permanent workers,
100 daily workers and more than 200 seasonal staff.

With a directinvestment of around XOF4bn (US$6.72m),
theindustrialunitislocated onthe grounds of the Burkinabe
Company of Textile Fibres (Sofitex), on a surface of 5,000
m2. The facility will be operated by the Organic Cotton
Ginning Company (SECOBIO).

and Tunisia to Brazil go up. This year should be
a different story, with sales slowing down as a
consequence of the pandemic.

Three Arab countries have been stepping up their
exports of textiles to Brazil over the past fewyears. Chief
amongthemis Morocco, with USD 6.99 millionin foreign
exchange revenue during H1 2020. Next came Egypt at
USD 5.14 million, and Tunisia and USD 1.92 million.

Morocco and Tunisia supply mostly clothing items to
Brazil. The upward movementin salesin 2019 from 2018
did not continue in H1 2020, as revenue from exports to
Brazil dropped 33%, year-on-year. Sales from Morocco
to Brazil were down 48%. Pictured above is a Moroccan
textile mill.

Egypt sells mostly long cotton yarn to Brazil. Textile
sales had already declined in 2019 and did so further by
12% in revenue terms.

The behavior of sales from Arab countries is in keeping
with the textile industry as a whole, as the novel
coronavirus pandemic causes exports to decline across
the board. “Demand has been weaker, and so total
sales, and not just from Arab countries, are unlikely to

I ast year saw clothing sales from Morocco

Kohan Journal

Minister of commerce, industry and handicrafts, Harouna
Kabore, said the facility - part of the National Plan for
Economic and Social Development (PNDES) - will be
spearheading the fight against unemployment among
women and young people.

He added: “The cotton fibre produced by the SECOBIO
unit under rigorous conditions and in accordance with
international certification standards will allow organic
cotton from Burkina Faso to be more competitive on the
international market for sustainable cotton.”

Other projects underway in Burkina Faso include the
reopening of the former Faso Fani textile factory in
Koudougou in March, the establishment of an industrial
cotton processing complex in three localities, namely
Ouagadougou, Koudougou and Bobo-Dioulasso, and
the establishment of a textile industrial park in Bobo-
Dioulasso.

behavein 2020 as they didin 2019,” Brazilian Textileand
Clothing Industry Association (Abit) chairman Fernando
Pimentel said. Textile imports to Brazil are expected to
slide by 25% this year.

Arab textile suppliers to Brazil also include the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, whose sales pale in
comparison to the three Arab countries in Africa. “Those
three Arab countries are traditional textile producing
countries. Morocco sells a lot of product to Europe. The
big exporters are in Asia, but we have seen sales from
African and Middle Eastern countries go up, including
Arab ones. That has meant added dynamism,” Abit’s
chairman concluded.

According to Pimentel, Brazil began to increase its
textile imports about 10 years ago, and more so in the
last five years. He said Asian countries are historically
the premier textile suppliers to Brazil, especially China,
which accounts for half of Brazil’s total imports.
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Mercedes-Benz
FashionWeek
ISTANBUL

Benz Fashion Week Istanbul (MBFWI) are

announced. The event will take place on October
12-16 with the support of Turkiye Promotion Group (TTG),
oninternational digital platforms.

The virtual event space will feature designer labels
and designers that will present their collections in digital
format. The event calendar will also include virtual
showrooms, panel sessions, podcasts and multidisciplinary
collaborations.

As the rules of the fashion industry are addressed on a
global scale, priorities and expectations are redefined, and
alternative fashion week calendars and contents continue
to be announced in the post-COVID-19 period, MBFWI
will also welcome genderless collections this season in
addition towomenswear and menswear collections, which
have been presented within the same calendar since the
very beginning of the event.

Embracing change and innovation, and taking ownership
of its future with a view to the sustainability of the industry,
MBFWI will provide a creative season-free platform
where the in-season collections will be presented to
the end consumer along with Spring-Summer 2021 and
Fall-Winter 2020/21 collections. As always, MBFWI will
enable industry professionals to explore the designs of
the upcoming seasons. MBFWI will also open its doors to
designer labels and designers that wish to present designs
for different seasons within the same collection.

Runway shoots of the digital event with more than
30 designers will take place at Galataport istanbul and
Tophane-i Amire Culture and Arts Center. This will enable

The official dates of the 15th season of Mercedes-

the cultural and historical heritage of Istanbul to be
promoted on global fashion platforms throughout the
digital fashion week.

The MBFWI Organization Committee believes that the
digital fashion week extends beyond borders for both
the participants and the viewers, and offers a free and
creative platform and the opportunity to appeal to wider
audiences. The Committee will soon announce the latest
developments about the event.

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Istanbul is organized by
Istanbul Ready-Made Garment and Apparel Exporters’
Association (IHKIB), and endorsed by Turkiye Promotion
Group (TTG), which is founded pursuant to the Turkish
Ministry of Trade legislation within the body of Turkish
Exporters Assembly (TiIM), as well as Fashion Designers
Association (MTD), United Brands Association (BMD), and
Istanbul Moda Academy (IMA).

MBFW!I presents around 30 fashion shows and
presentations of designers to an international audience
through hosting catwalk shows, designer showrooms, and
various presentations.

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Istanbul is a celebration
of fashion and culture. Istanbul becomes the nation’s style
attraction for Turkey’s most innovative fashion designers,
red carpet celebrities, and retailers.

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Istanbul is organized
by Istanbul Apparel Exporters’ Association (IHKIB) and
endorsed by the Fashion Designers Association (MTD),
United Brands Association (BMD), and the Istanbul Fashion
Academy (IMA).
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of DOMOTEX USA , announced today that after
careful and thoughtful consideration, the trade
show scheduled for March 1-3, 2021, will be postponed.

Thedecisionto postpone the 2021 edition of the showwas
based uponseveral factors, including the results of extensive
market research as well as ongoing global conditions.

In the months following the 2020 event, an
outside research firm conducted an in-depth market
study including a survey and interviews with floor
covering retailers, distributors and other flooring
professionals (inclusive of previous DOMOTEX USA
participants) intended to help the organization further
understand the industry’s needs, with the ultimate goal
of adding more value to the show experience.

I Iannover Fairs USA (HFUSA), the organizer

A

ennesaw, Ga.—Invista, makers of Antron
Knylon 6,6 commercial carpet fiber, released its
sustainability and well-being report titled “The
Antron Brand on Sustainability.” The report, available
in digital and video format, reinforces the brand’s
sustainability vision and includes testimonials from
interior designers, flooring professionals and end-users
detailing their experience with the Antron brand and
sustainability.

The premise for this vision, according to the company,
is a carpet that lasts longer can drive meaningful
sustainability, enhance human well-being and support
long-term value.

Sustainability supports well-being

The brand’s approach to sustainability and innovation
is centered on supporting human well-being. “We seek
to enhance humanwell-being and reduce environmental
impact through unbeatable product performance
including cleanability, durability and longevity that
far surpass competitive fibers,” Green said. “That’s
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“We were pleased with the research results, which
indicatedacontinued needanddesireforthe DOMOTEX
brand in the U.S.,” said Donna Busse, show director of
DOMOTEX USA at HFUSA. “With this new insight, we
look forward to using the remainder of 2020 and 2021 to
develop a show that will incorporate strategic changes
for an even better and improved experience for both
exhibitors and attendees.

“We would like to thank all stakeholders, partners and
interested parties for your support of DOMOTEX USA
and we look forward to welcoming you back at the next
show,” Busse concluded.

The new date and location for the next DOMOTEX
USA will be shared when available. For updates and the
most current information, visit www.domotexusa.com

sustainability for the long run, and we're focused on
putting people first with products that last.”

Long-run sustainability

Antron fibres offer permanent built-in performance, so
carpets can work harder, clean up beautifully and resist
crushing, matting, staining and soil. This longevity drives
real sustainability and supports long-term value.

The total cost of ownership of carpets made with
Antron can be 250% less over the life of the carpet,
the company said, and can last up to 75% longer than a
majority of competitive carpets. This product longevity
supports long-term value and cost savings captured
from not having to replace carpet prematurely. “Over
the years, most of us have experienced the trend toward
short-lived disposable products, and this trendis counter
to real sustainability,” said Anthony Green, vice president
of global commercial solutions for Invista. “We believe
carpets should be durable, not disposable. Antron fibers
are designed consistent with the belief that the longer
our product lasts, the more sustainable it is.”



—

i
L
o
"
il
r. L

-8R
n e e
e

million in exports in just the first two months of
2020, marking a 22.1% year-on-year increase.

Last year, the sector’s export volume exceeded a
record-breaking $2.5 billion, according to an Anadolu
Agency (AA) report published Wednesday, citing data
from the Turkish Exporters Assembly (TiM), while this
year’s start indicates similar records and success in
exports. The 2-month figures enjoyed by the carpet
industry, which started the new year with an export
target of 3 billion, giving hope for the rest of the year, the
report said. The carpets were exported to 190 countries
worldwide over this period.

Some $221.4 million worth of the exports were
recorded in January, while the remaining $217.1 million
was exported in the last month.

TIM Carpet Industries Board Chairman Salahattin
Kaplan told AA that the growth at the beginning of this
year signaled that Turkish carpetmakers would also
be better able to weather the recent outbreak of the
coronavirus, which has taken its toll on world trade,
predicting minimal damage.

“The coronavirus may cause some shrinkage in the
economy, but we hope that the market will find relief
once the pandemic is over. Hopefully, this trouble will
be left behind in the shortest time for the sake of all
humanity and the process will be concluded with the
least harm. We are hopeful for the future. Once these
troubles go away, everyone will focus on economy-
oriented business once again and the losses will be
recouped,” he said.

Stating that Turkish carpetmakers had become
renowned worldwide and were considered leaders in
the industry, Kaplan said, “We will consider this troubled
period as a period of renewal for ourselves by focusing
on digital transformation efforts.”

Turkish carpet sellers have made a sum of $438.5
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orocco'’s imports of Turkish textile and clothing

M products are set to undergo an import tax of

36% instead of 27%. The new measure, aiming

to support the domestic textile industry, went official on

Monday, July 27. The tax was part of the amended 2020

Finance Bill, approved by the Moroccan government and
Parliament earlier this month.

Morocco's Administration of Customs and Indirect
Taxes, affiliated to the Ministry of Economy, announced
the new tax rate in a statement on Monday. Morocco's
decision to increase the import tax aims to promote local
production, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The protectionist measure also hopes to limit imports
of textile products, which have strongly competed with
domestic products. Morocco and Turkey signed a Free
Trade Agreement in 2004. The agreement took effect two
years later, in 2006. Since then, Morocco’s trade balance
with Turkey has been largely in deficit. Minister of Industry
Moulay Hafid Elalamy revealed that Morocco loses $2
billion annually in its trade deal with Turkey. The Turkish
textile industry also caused Morocco a loss of around
44,000jobsin 2017 alone, Elalamyrevealed. At the start of
2020, Rabat and Ankara went into negotiations to review
their Free Trade Agreement.

“Morocco and Turkey will review the Free Trade
Agreement. [Turkey] will work to bring industrial investors
and [investors from] other sectors to Morocco,” Elalamy
told the press following a high-level meeting with
Turkish officials. The countries, however, suspended the
negotiations due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

While Morocco’s new protectionist import tax is
expected to support the domestic textile industry, it
remains to be seen how Turkey will react to it. Some of the
Turkish companies that the new tax rate will directly affect
include clothing brands LC Waikiki, Koton, and DeFacto, as
well as retail company Bim.
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tofight price wars. You might get an early starteradvantage
but others will catch up. You will need to improvise to keep
ahead and then you will need to get creative not justin the
print designs butin business as well. Improvise continually
to stay ahead.

| remember business discussions between an India
exhibitor at Irantex in 2017 about how much he would
deliver of single print design. The Iran buyer wanted to
offer scarves in as much variety as possible and the Indian
exhibitorwith his digital printerin India would have liked at
least 200m of a single design. Between 100 and 200 m of
a single design, they found a way to work together. That’s
digital printing changing the way you do business.

3. Existing process house

There is no reason why an existing fabric processing
house should not invest in a digital printer. They have the
setup, the know-how and the experience. All they need is
to carve out an airconditioned space of 30 m2 to install a
digital printer and get started. It is easy for them. A process
house would already have in house facilities to prime the
fabric from RFD (ready for dyeing) to an RFDP (ready for
digital printing) state. They have the equipment to fix the
ink on fabric after printing and they have the entire line of
washing and finishing that is needed to deliver high quality
printed fabric packaged the right way.

To start with they should not think of shifting but adding
a tiny % to their existing print runs; ie. create a niche for
which they should be able to command a higher price.
Here, very often the refrain is that we have no demand
for digital printing. Of course, you have no demand for
digital printing! Your buyers know you cannot offer digital
printing and are probably sourcing their digital prints from
other sources. Those sources are enjoying the fruits of
early adaptors of technology while you are stuck with a
cost+profit business model.

The way is not to ask your buyers if they will pay more
for digital printing. Just invest and dazzle the buyers with
digital effects. The superior aesthetics or the novelty of
digital designs will compel buyers to shell out a little more.
However, whet the appetite of your buyers only if you can
feed it. No point in whetting the appetite and then leave
them to look for source it elsewhere. Then you don't get
the business. So prepare first.

Some analogue printing businesses could also benefit
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from digital printing for their strike-off needs. There would
still be aspects of colour matching to deal with but it can
be done and there is considerable scope for cost saving in
sampling.

Another reason for digital printing for existing fabric
process houses would be to make the digital mimic prints
on dyed fabric without actually dying. Mimicking a dyed
fabric with a direct to fabric digital printer and with prints
on it to boot, would not only save immensely on the dyes
and chemicals but also on energy and water.

4. for Newbies

If you are a starter with no background in textile printing,
think again. Excitingly creative as it might sound, digital
printing does not do away with the process. It still requires
an understanding of textiles and textile chemistry. The
best way then would be to combine forces with somebody
who knows textiles and textile chemistry.

There are numerous stories in India and Bangladesh of
how first time investors started off with just an investment
of $ 150,000 worth of equipment to produce some 500 m
of printed fabric per day and then grew their business to
several thousand metres of digitally printed fabric per day.

Digital printing also spurs new business concepts. In
upmarket Cairo, there is a shop that has 2 or 3 types of
digital printers where anybody can walk with his t-shirt to
get customised printing done within a day.

5. For garment makers

Creative ideas that fashion designers have might be
too nascent to be shared. With digital printing, added
creativity can be brought into fashion. Cut patterns can be
printed and then converted into garments so that the head
of a dragon starts on the right shoulder and winds its way
to the bottom left of a printed top.

Fashion designers who want to be exclusive would also
find digital printersaboon. Intricate designs can be created
that would be almost impossible to replicate or copy.

So who should not invest in digital printing? If you are a
volumes player where nothing short of 100,000 metres of
fabric will please you as an order, digital printing might not
be right foryou, even if you understand all there is to know
about manufacturing. High volumes and digital printing
are diametrically opposite. When you try to make those
two ends meet, the result is always a compromise.

R =
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Who shouldinvestindigital

fabric printing ?

igital inkjet printing for textiles made its

D appearance at the fag end of last century. Today

it is the most exciting zone in the textile value

chain. Estimates vary but most would agree that the rate

of growth of digital printing in the textile industry exceeds
10% year onyear.

Digital inkjet printing has been a game-changer in the
textile industry. It transcends existing boundaries of
creativity and therefore profit margins. The benefits of
digital textile inkjet printing have been gone over and over
again butwho should investin digital inkjet fabric printing?
The answer is far from “anybody who can afford to invest
a few hundred thousand dollars”. This is why some of the
biggest and most prominent textile companies in India,
Nigeria, Iran, Egypt, Colombia, Brasil have still not taken
the first step into digital printing.

1. Not an alternative production technique

Digital printing is not competing with conventional
rotary or screen printing that may collectively be termed
analogue printing systems. Digital printing cannot match
the economy of scale that an analogue system affords.
There are digital printers that match printing speeds of
analogue systems but that’s another story that has to be
looked into - not one size fits all.

Even today most of the digital inkjet printers that get
sold in the world have printing speeds of less than 100
sgm/hour. The most important thing for an investor is to
understand what digital printing can, analogue printing
cannot.

Only when an investor sees value in what digital printing
can, beyond the boundaries of analogue printing does it
make for a successful business venture. Only those who
arereadytoinvestin marketingand business development
foran enhanced product offering will reap the real rewards
of digital printing. It is not just creating value but also
understanding the value and conveying the value down
the sales channel right up to the person wearing a garment
that is digitally printed.

So, get creative and digital printing will work for you.
Spoonflower is one of the more well known digital printing
success stories.

2.How much and how long

If exploiting the creativity digital printing is not your cup
of tea, you can still make money by specialising in printing
small lots. The value you are delivering in this model is the
turn around time - from the need to print to strike-off to
printing the final 10 metres. This is a different business
model and it all depends on how steady the stream of
orders for small lots will come your way. Here be prepared

@ Middle East Textile Journal

KAMAL KULSHRESHTH
MARKET RESEARCH AND
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
SPECIALIST

an example of digital print on the cotton fabric you can
see how well the skin tones and fine printing of eye
lashes have come off. This kind of photo print quality is
easily possible with digital printing



impacting overseas imports, a lot of fashion and apparel
brands are considering moving production back to local
areas, which will most probably lead to local production
methods becoming more competitive over time. Similarly,
the current situation has encouraged those companies
who had not yet made the jump to online, to at least give
ita go. In fact, not only are web shops accessible 24/7 and
from everywhere, but they also make the processes both
quick and easy for the customer, as well as give immediate
access to personalisation.

o In last decade textile printing industry experienced
an extraordinary growth, how do you evaluate future of
textile printing?

Danna Drion: Only a small percentage of today’s global
textile production is done using digital print technology.
In fact, it's estimated that only around 5% of today's
worldwide textile production is digital, with the rest
being printed using conventional analogue techniques.
This, in itself, presents a huge window of opportunity for
print service providers to expand with digital textile print
technology. Therefore, we can certainly expect the digital
textile print industry to keep growing. Digital printing will
prove key to facilitating the growing demand for shorter
runs, faster delivery and more customised or personalised
production of textiles, perfectly matching the current
textile market requirements. This is certainly the case for
fast fashion, a dynamic market segment requiring quick
production schedules at a low price, as well as for interior
décor,where thereisanincreasing demand for customised
home textiles, such as curtains or cushions. In addition,
building on the feedback from our customers, | also expect
to see interesting growth rate in technical textiles.

Despite the current circumstances, digital textile printing
is likely to continue to increase and unlock new application
opportunities.

o What do you think about Middle East and
Africa textile market and it’s potentials?

Yumi Taguchi: The digital textile printing market in
Middle East and Africa definitely has huge potential that is
relatively untapped. Sublimation printing is currently very
popular in the MENA region. In particular, the market at
large is focusing on the sportswear sector. Despite being
less popular than sublimation printing, direct-to-textile
printing technology is also growing in the areas of home
textile and fashion apparel.

o Do you have export to the MENA region? Which
countries in Middle East and Africa are your main
destination? How big is your market in Middle East and
Africa?

Yumi Taguchi: Yes, Mimaki works with a vast global
network consisting of long-established partners
worldwide. No matter which country you are located in,
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we have a partner that can support your business from
start to finish. Our top countries for textile in the MENA
region are Pakistan and Egypt.

o What are your strategies for expanding your marketin
MENA region in future?

Yumi Taguchi: Well, we need to differentiate our
strategy depending on the specific country/market we
target. Having said that, generally speaking, our leading
technology in the area is sublimation printing, as we offer
top-quality, cost-effective printing platforms that meet
the requirements of local demand for both quality and
volumes. In particular, our TS300P-1800 dye sublimation
printer has been very popular in the region, especially in
Egypt, over the last years. Building on the evolution of the
market, we are currently focusing on our flagship TS55-
1800 printer, which is ideal for those companies in need
of higher production volumes. For those who are curious
about the TS55-1800 dye sublimation printer, we are
offering a free sample kit so that you can check out the
machine’s print quality up-close. We will also hold a free,
interactive webinar in September, during which you can
ask any question about this machine. So | would like to
encourage the readers to check out our website and social
media to request for a sample kit or register to ourwebinar.

o Normally to how many exhibitions do you participate
annually and to which ones? Your next participation is in
which country?

Yumi Taguchi: Under normal circumstances, Mimaki
Europe participates in all major tradeshows in relevant
markets, including international events such as ITMA
and FESPA Global Print Expo and other regional events.
Our Mimaki partners are the ones participating in various
tradeshows within the MENA region and Mimaki Europe
supports them with their presence at these events. Some
of our partners participate in Stitch & Tex Expo in Cairo
(Egypt), FESPA Africa, Digi Sign Africa Cairo, and more.

Danna Drion: | would add that faced with the outbreak
of COVID-19, earlier this year we had to quickly change
our event policy in order to ensure we could maintain
communications with our customers and support them
through this difficult time. Therefore, we have set up
a series of virtual events - ranging from the Mimaki
Virtual Print Festival in March and April, to the ongoing
Mimaki Live Series which includes technology-focused
webinars run by our local partners - to help keep the
industry connected and thriving. In fact, our virtual
Mimaki Live events have been exploring ways in which
printers, whether they specialise in textiles, large format,
3D or signage, can keep their business going and even be
reinvigorated during these trying months.

Looking ahead, we currently plan to run other virtual
events until the end of 2020, but we hope to also be
exhibiting at tradeshow events again in 2021.
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o Could you please let us know more about MIMAKI
Group, its products and services, goals and success story?

Danna Drion: Founded in Japan in 1975, Mimaki is a
leading manufacturer of wide-format inkjet printers and
high-precision cutting plotters for the sign/graphics,
industrial, textile/apparel and 3D markets. We develop the
complete product range for each sector, from hardware
and software to consumable items, such asinks and cutting
blades. Mimaki first started with small machines, printing
from one to five square meters an hour, and from that
created a whole dealer network, forming the foundation
of the market. Today, there are thousands of installations
across EMEA and in a variety of markets—not only in
textile, but also sign graphics, industrial and 3D.

In the textile industry, we started back in the 1990s with
paper transfer and direct-to-textile printers. Now, we
offer the most comprehensive textile solution portfolio.
This includes a wide range of textile printers for the entry
and mid-market segments, a game-changing high-volume
industrial textile printer, and a range of textile pre- and
post-treatment machines.

Mimaki values innovation and quality - both are key to
ourvision. There are many standard printers in the market,
and so we go that extra mile by, for example, adding
intelligent features on our machines, which we call Mimaki
Core Technologies. Some of these are MAPS (Mimaki
Advanced Pass System), which can reduce banding even

at high speeds, and Nozzle Check Unit (NCU) and Nozzle
Recovery System (NRS), which can detect defective
nozzles and switch them with working nozzles, so that
the printer can continue printing with good quality until a
technician arrives to do necessary maintenance.

o As a global leader company in Digital printing, what
do you think about textile industry situation globally in
this hard time and what is your prediction for post Corona
Period?

DannaDrion: Like manyothersectors, thetextileindustry
has been strongly hit by the Coronavirus pandemic at a
global level and, with the current ever-changing situation,
itis certainly difficult to predict the exact outcome at this
point in time. Having said that, we have seen printing
textile companies bounce back from these adversities
at an astonishing rate, by adapting their operations and
making their businesses increasingly more service driven.
And hereiswhere digital printing is beneficial, as it enables
textile companies to ensure their customers get efficient
and on-demand services: looking at the workflow as a
whole, digital printing can provide faster delivery times,
customisation and makes products easier to test, which is
exactly what is in high demand in textile market.

Looking at the future of the textile industry, | expect to
see several significant changes in the way businesses are
run. Just to give a couple of examples, due to COVID-19

Kohan Journal



INTERVIEW

puey Aq uleA esedje Sujuuidg

o What kind of barriers and obstacles will face the
Alpaca industry in Peru and South America? Is there
any special development plan from the government to
support alpaca farmers in Peru?

Alpaca has 22 natural color variations. We export only
common colors like white, creamy white, light brown,
dark brown, black. Trough the responsible breeding
programs, we need to save all alpaca natural colors.
Secondly, high protein grass. In the frames of social
responsibility programs, we started a high protein grass

project.

With the cooperation of our company and Estonian
University of Agriculture, we developed high protein CONTACT:
grass for Peruvian alpacas. We already made test Perualpaca2010@gmail.com
cultivation with these seeds and it grows perfectly in Phone:+51 991036364
Peruvian Andes. Good food is very important to improve Address: Street Monte Cipres 423,
alpaca fiber specifications. Monterrico Sur Lima,Peru

zip code 15300

Sorting alpaca fiber manually
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An Alpaca Farm in Peru Mountains

doubt number one, in the world, farming alpacas.
Approximately 87% of the world alpacas are based in
Peru. Alpacas are Suri or Huacaya breeds, with Huacaya
being by far the most common. Huacaya alpacas 80%
and Suri 10% and 10% mixed breed Huacaya - Suri.

For me personally the coolest about alpaca fiber is, the
fiber simply don’t burn. The fiber is very resistant to fire.
For example in Australia, many companies are producing
fire blankets for household use, from alpaca fiber. High
micron fibres are not the best for garment production,
perfect for fire blankets. Alpaca fiber is water repellent.
Great use for outdoor clothing. Alpaca noils for the
carpet industry. People who are allergic to lanoline
should be able to wear alpaca fiber products. Alpaca fiber
simply doesn't have lanoline.

o What is the difference between Huacaya alpaca and
Suri alpaca?

Suri alpaca looks like Bob Marley’s rasta hair and
Huacaya alpaca looks like Khloe Kardashian beautiful
hair. Suri alpaca average fiber length 10-15 cm, Huacayo
alpaca average fiber length is 7-9 cm. The life span for
alpacasis 20 years approximately.

o How do you evaluate Alpaca fiber production in
Peru?

In Peru, we have at the moment approximately 85.000
alpaca farmers. Turning the year 2019, Peru exported
alpaca fiberin total for 57. 48 million USD. Fibre exports
mainly to China 59%, Italy 28%, UK 2%, South Korea 2%,
Japan 2% and rest of the world 7%.

o What do you think about the future of natural fibers
and especially natural animal fibers?

| strongly believe that natural fiber is here to stay. We
just have to learn to be more responsible producers
and users. | don’t want to say, natural fiber “yes” and
synthetic fiber “no”. We do need synthetic fiber market
as well. | believe synthetic fiber production, can be some
cases more environmentally friendly, than natural fiber
production. My point is, we have to produce responsibly.
Machinery run by solar energy, responsible waist
management, paying taxes, fair salaries. Textile business
have never been easy money.

o What happens after shearing the alpaca?
We take the fiber to sorting facility. We sort fiber by
colour, length, fineness. Sorting is taking place manually.

o How COVID-19 Pandemic affected Your company?

Sure it affects us as well. Sales are down 18%. To be
honest, | was prepared way worse, considering we are in
the luxury fiber business. The whole teamis working from
home and we take turns for fieldwork. Very likely this
will be our routine for the whole year. The government
opened export channels beginning of July. Export
working smoothly, so we have no problems to export.
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APeruvian Man is shearing an Alpaca Fleece in an Alpaca Farm




INTERVIEW

Fresh Air. Good Grass. Excellent Fibers

Love Story of Peruvian

ALPACA

Interview with Mr Jaanus Vosu
CEO of Peru Alpaca Yarn & Textile Intl

o Who Are You MrVosu?

Actually You are not so far from the truth, saying “ Love
story of the Peruvian Alpaca”. It is kind of love story. |
am born in Estonia. Studied development aid in London.
After finishing college, | enrolled for a 8 months contract
for one of the development aid programs in Africa,
Malawi. Finishing my contract, | moved back to London
and felt in love with beautiful Peruvian women. Moved
to Peru 2009. Unfortunately, we are not blessed with
children, so | dedicate all my time to my company. My
wifeis helping part-time. She is a dedicated kindergarten
teacher and last 7 years working as headmaster of the
school.

o Which countries are your export destination and
which kind of products you export to these markets?

Peru Alpaca Yarn & Textile is 100% export company.
Our scoured fiber and noils we export to Russia, alpaca
tops Australia and Scotland, alpaca yarn Finland, United
States.

o You are not interested only in financial gain. Social
responsibility programs are very close to your heart.

Company who is producing only money is a very
poor company. | believe you are talking about hand
spinning alpacayarn club. The actual idea was generated
by my wife. Peru is very much “macho” mentality
country. Women's role is raising kids and cooking dinner.
Especially in the Peruvian mountains. We started a
small club of 25 mom and grandmom working home,
spinning yarn by hand. They spin by hand and dye the
yarn with natural herbs and roots they find from the
Peruvian Andes. We started 2018 and by now we have
75 members with capacity 550 kg a month. Yarn clients
are high-end knitwear designers working with natural
animal fibres.

o Why Alpaca is considered as a Luxury fiber? Tell us
more, what is so special about alpaca fiber?
If it comes to alpaca fiber, then Peru is without a
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consumers are not willing to pay more for sustainable
fashion and would rather pay more for style, quality and
fashionthat gives themvalue formoney. If conventional
products are being deeply discounted, it interferes with
people’s desire to do the right thing.

As outlined above, it is vital that sustainable clothing
doesn’tremain a luxury available only to a few. There’sa
perception that sustainable fashion is expensive, this is
not necessarily the case.

Today a sustainable garment is primarily defined by
the sustainable materials that has been used, at the
end, it comes back to the fabric. It's a matter of defining
what makes a fabric sustainable. Is recycled polyester
really sustainable, despite the fact it is made of recycled
PET bottles and not from polyester clothes? Or is a
renewable source for a fibre more sustainable? Or
is a biodegradable yarn sustainable? Or is a regional
produced garment sustainable since it didn't travel
around the half globe from production to consumer?

At the end everyone has to decide for his or her own
what is sustainable. Based on today’s broadly accepted
definition of sustainable garments you don'’t have to
pay more for sustainable clothes compared to regular
ones. It seems like the antithesis of sustainability,
but you get sustainable products from fast fashion
companies such as H&M for the same price as you pay
for not sustainable ones, thanks to the sheer volume of
its production.

H&M'’s Conscious Collection, which features
garments made of at least 50% sustainably sourced
materials, currently offers T-shirts priced from $9 to
$26. H&M's size also allows it to invest and scale-up
new technologies and materials. And there is a vast
amount of new small sustainable fashion brands all over
the globe, but those are usually priced in the medium
and premium segments. But those aren’t necessarily
higher priced than unsustainable brands in the same
segment. You have to consider the ethical aspect to this
discussion as well, since there is an increased focus on
the treatment of workers, who were left in a desperate
situation due to brands cancelling orders during the
pandemic.

The most sustainable garment is the one that is never
produced. It's not just a matter of what we consume, but
also of howmuch. The bestwayto be amore sustainable
shopper is to buy less and less cheap items; to buy
more items of quality and things that are timeless and
made for longevity. Buying five sustainably produced
items that you don'’t need is still a waste of resources.
Encouraging consumers to buy fewer items is the
most radically sustainable thing a fashion brand can
do. Fashion was more sustainable in the past because
fewer people could afford large wardrobes. But if you
knew exactly why a T-shirt cost $5, | think you'd be
happy to put it back on the hanger.

o How textile and fashion manufacturers should
move their way to a sustainable road?

Textile and fashion manufacturers in the MENA
region should follow the guidance of global brands and
comply to what they require.

The Geneva-based International Trade Centre (ITC),
throughits Global Textileand Clothing (GTEX) program,
has been seeking to help outsourcing countries to
improve their export competitiveness as a result,
notably in Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and Madagascar,
where it is working with manufacturers to improve
sustainability.

Global brands have implemented environmental
priority standards for North Africa’s largest garment
producers, Morocco, Tunisiaand Egypt. If companies do
not comply, they are not a supplier anymore. In Tunisia
and Morocco, H&M has set a 2020 target to use 100%
sustainably sourced materials, and by 2030, 100%
recycled and sustainably sourced materials.

In Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco, Hugo Boss, Gap, PVH
and Levi’s have set a Zero Discharge of Hazardous
Chemicals (ZDHC) target by this year. Hugo Boss, Gap
andVF have defined targets for the usage of sustainable
cottonbetween 2020and 2025. Sustainability schemes
for outdoor apparel have to be 100% PFC-free. Half
of nylon and polyester has to come from recycled
materials.

There is a heightened sense of needing to comply
with brands’ sustainability commitments to remain
suppliers. A close collaboration with brands is essential
to remain a supplier.

o How textile and fashion standards can help to green
and sustainable production?

There are many, probably too many, certifications
and standards out there helping us consider the
environment and ethical work environments. A few
important ones are the following standards:

e Bluesign indicates all the input streams from raw
materials to chemical components and resources used
are assessed on their ecological impact.

e ZDHC s a group of apparel and footwear brands and
retailers working together to lead the industry towards
zero discharge of hazardous chemicals by 2020.

e OEKO-TEX SteP (Sustainable Textile Production) is
anindependent certification system for brands, trading
companies and manufacturers along the textile chain to
communicate their sustainable production conditions
transparently and credibly.

¢ Higg FEM (Facility Environmental Module) measures
seven environmentalimpactareasin factoriesincluding
greenhouse gas emissions, water use and chemicals
management.

Again, brands guide which standards are required to
qualify to be a supplier.
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significant opportunities amid a pessimistic global
outlook for the industry. The Middle East still has
potential, despite an already well-established fashion
market. While the Gulf countries are far smaller than
China in terms of population size, the propensity of
its shoppers to spend big is what gives the region an
outsized role among international markets. Shoppers
in the region have developed a taste for both modest
fashionand homegrown labels that reflect their culture.

The demand for ethnic wear including burkhas and
hijabs is projected to witness significant growth owing
to the increasing availability of products through
various brands including Tommy Hilfiger and Nike.

African manufacturers are trying to integrate
sustainabilityintotheirtextileandfashionsupplychains.
The Moroccan government for instance is providing
incentive for companies to be sustainably certified.
Global brands have implemented environmental
priority standards for North Africa’s largest garment
producers. Incremental changes in resource efficient
and cleaner production are already taking place in
various African sourcing countries. A challenge for
certain African manufacturers to be sustainable is that
low cost labour enables them to be competitive for
sourcing, yet local production of fabrics and textiles is
often lacking, or are costly compared to importing from
China.

o What we should do with our textile waste especially
used cloths and garments?

Globally we are almost throwing away the same
amount of clothes that is produced annually. Most of all
textiles thrown away are either dumped into landfill or
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burned. The current fashion system uses high volumes
of non-renewable resources, including petroleum,
extracted to produce clothes that are often used only
for a short period of time, after which the materials are
largely lost to landfill or incineration. There are good
reasons to seek alternatives to chucking clothes in the
bin.

To make clothes circular, recycling could help to
reduce the toll fashion has on the environment. Today,
plastic recycling is very much in vogue, partly thanks
to widely publicized problems with plastic pollution.
Public appreciation of the need to apply the three Rs
- reduce, reuse and recycle - to this material is at an
all-time high. Awareness of the need to apply the same
logic to our clothing remains firmly out of the spotlight.

In the US only 12% of clothes are collected, whereas
inthe UK 60% of the clothes are collected for recycling.
Globally we only collect 20% of end of use textiles,
the rest end in landfills. It's a huge loss of these raw
materials. This endless circle doesn’t make sense.

Less than 1% of the material in clothing is recycled
into new garments. Most garments that are recycled
are down-cycled. The biggest issue holding garment-
to-garment recycling back is fiber quality, fibers are
damaged during both wearing and washing.

You can't take a well-used T-shirt, mechanically tear it
apart and then make the fibers into a new one, because
they have lost so much fiber quality that the garment
will not be of enough quality to fitinto the market. Most
of the recycling that can turn fibers back into fabric
requires that the feedstock is based on mono-material.
The problem is that most of the garments are made of
fabric blends that make it impossible to recycle.

One option is to mix mechanically recycled fibers in
with virgin fibers. Another possibility is to chemically
breakfibresdownintotheirchemicalbuildingblocksand
thenrebuild theminto new fiberswith indistinguishable
characteristics than virgin fibers. Only with a chemical
approach we can get the raw materials back and close
the loop on textile recycling. But we are far away to
make all the clothes we consume circular. However, it
is best to prevent waste in the first place and start with
reducing by selling and buying fewer new clothes and
producing them with fewer resources.

o Normally end users think they should pay too
much money for sustainable clothes and garments. Is
it always true or can we find sustainable products in
normal price as well?

In general, clothes are too cheap, the race to the
bottom has totally ruined our perception of value.
Consumers have no idea what clothes should cost. This
has nothing to do whether a garment is sustainably
made or not.

Yes, money is the deciding factor. Studies show that



In an ecological context, sustainability is achieved
when all that is taken from the environment can be
renewed. Sustainability means sustaining a healthy
economic, environmental and social system for human
development. Applied to the textile industry, it can be
defined as a system in which supply, production, and
consumption of textile products have been designed in
away that ensures environmental, social and economic
sustainability.

Fashion accounts for around 10% of greenhouse
gas emissions from human activity. 70 million barrels
of oil a year are used to make polyester fibers in our
clothes. What makes the fashion industry particularly
problematic is the frenetic pace of change it not only
undergoes, but encourages. The average consumer
now buys 60% more clothing than they did 15 years
ago. Globally around 56 million tons of clothing are
bought each year, and this is expected to rise to 93
million tons by 2030 and 160 million tons by 2050.

Over time, the implications of this strategy have
heightened impulsive fashion purchases and shortened
the lifecycle of fashion products to the level that
fashion products are now considered as disposable
commodities. 40% of clothing purchased in some
countries is never used. Because of this trend, many of
today’s inexpensive fashion items are being discarded
only after being worn just a handful of times. In fact,
thanks to such practices, fashion has been introduced
as one of the most polluting sectors. It touches on five
major areas: waste, water, toxic chemicals, energy and

CO2 emissions.

The future of fashion is in biomaterials, circularity
and new business models. This implies continuous
work to improve all stages of the product’s life cycle,
from design, raw material production, manufacturing,
transport, storage, marketing and final sale, to use,
reuse, repair, remake and recycling of the product and
its components. From an environmental perspective,
the aim should be to minimize any undesirable
environmental effect of the product’s life cycle. Fashion
companies should contribute to encouraging more
sustainable consumption patterns, caring and washing
practices, and overall attitudes to fashion.

Fast fashion is leading to a mountain of clothing
being thrown away each year and has a huge impact
on the environment. Using recycled, rather than virgin,
materials offers an opportunity to drastically reduce
non-renewable resource inputs and the negative
impacts of the industry, like CO2 emissions, water and
chemical use. While recycling and more sustainable
fabrics will be a key part of the solution, consumers too
will need to change their behaviour.

o Whatdoyou thinkabout the Middle East and Africa
Textile and fashion market and its potentials?

The fashion industry reached 55 billion dollars in
the MENA region. The annual spending for fashion
per person is $500 in Saudi Arabia (double of China)
and $1,600 in the UAE (double the US), this is among
the highest in the world. The GCC market presents
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An interview with Susanna Koelblin
Global Apparel Commercialization & Sourcing Leader

By: Kohan Textile Journal

of Eastman in EMEA and the Americas. she and her team propel fashion brands to create their

Today Susannais spearheading commercialization at fashion brands for the Textile Franchise

products in a more sustainable way by adding the bio-based yarn NAIA™ to their collections.
She covers all steps of the fashion value chain on a global level, always with a special focus on

sustainability and circularity.

o Could you please let us know more about
yourself and your experiences in the textile
and sustainability sector?

Before joining Eastman, | served in various roles in
the fields of commercialization and sourcing apparel
and textiles at major fashion, sports, retail and textile
companies. The environmental and social footprintand
integrity of the clothing and textile industry has been a
primary focus for me as long as | worked in the textile
and fashion industry. | lived and served in multiple
assignments in Asia, Europe and North America. | also
know the MENA region very well from previous posts.

o Why sustainability in the textile industry is
important for our future?

Simply because we have to change how we produce,
market and consume fashion.

Companies in the textile and fashion industry throw
around terms such as green, eco and responsibly-made.
The use of such words is not effectively regulated. They
are non-quantifiable adjectives. The word sustainable
itself has no concrete legal definition. For the sake of
definition let’s apply the following assumption: The
term sustainability refers to any system designed to
existin a balanced state.
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