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sustain that heritage by a commitment 
to ongoing innovation that will influence 
the textile industry worldwide in future. 
 
A single click and an application starts, 
another one and a file opens, or clos-
es... Nowadays, hardly anyone re-
members how we managed before the 
mouse made computer interactions 
so easy, quick and intuitive. In fact, it 
was a Swiss, Daniel Borel, whose in-
ventiveness first brought the pc mouse 
to series production in 1982, launch-
ing a mass-market driver of progress 
that has been literally life-changing. 
Life is also sweeter today thanks 
to pioneers from Switzerland in the 
world of chocolate: their ingenuity per-
fected the exquisite taste we know 
today, and in 1819 François-Louis 
Cailler devised the now-familiar tab-
let format which made chocolate more 
available and affordable worldwide. 
 
These are just two examples among 
many – proving that the innovative 
spirit is in the DNA of the Swiss people. 
Some such developments have impact-
ed on our individual lives, others on a 
particular business or industry. Looking 
back in history, Swiss inventions have 
repeatedly energized the global textile 
industry. The list includes: Caspar Hon-
egger’s weaving loom (1842), Georges 
Audemars’s rayon artificial silk (1855), 
Isaak Groebli’s shuttle embroidery ma-
chine (1863), Karl Friedrich Gegauf’s 
hemstitch sewing machine and later in-
ventions such as Othmar Winterhalter’s 
zip (1923) and George de Mestral’s Vel-
cro fastener (1951). From the more re-
cent past, there’s no need to elaborate 
on the successful advances of Swiss 
Textile Machinery members, which will 
surely be well-known to most readers. 

 
The inventing tradition
Years ago, most enterprises were family 
businesses, often built on the founders’ 
invention of a technology or machine 
which was then further developed and 
improved over generations. Many Swiss 
textile machinery companies have a 
history dating back more than a century 

– and some are still family-owned. The 
tradition of innovation evolved naturally 
over decades for the Swiss textile ma-
chinery manufacturers, component pro-
ducers and service providers. Inventing 
is still a way of life today, and the fruits 
of this philosophy will again be demon-
strated at ITMA Asia + CITME 2018, 
where 30 members will be exhibiting. 
 
The sheer power of Swiss innovation in 
textile technology is founded on a com-
bined total of 3968 years of experience 

by these companies. It’s a continu-
ous commitment to in-depth R&D over 
those years, equating to the time-span 
between the world’s first multicoloured 
fabrics in Ancient Egypt around 2000 
BC and the modern age of advanced 
technical textiles. From pyramids to 
high-tech fabrics integrated into walls, 

ceilings and flooring...
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ZIMBABWE'S TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY TARGETS 
35,000 JOBS IN 5 YRS

Zimbabwe's textile industry: The Zim-
babwe Clothing Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation (ZCMA) plans to employ 35,000 
people in the next five years, largely 
because of the sector’s revival and pro-
motion of value addition. The country’s 
clothing and textile industry collapsed 
primarily due to competition from im-
ported goods, obsolete machinery and 
lack of working capital to upgrade. 
 
Compared to 6,700 at present, 
the nation’s clothing and textile in-
dustry used to employ over 35 
000 around two decades back. 
 
Briefing deputy minister for industry 
and commerce Raj Modi in Bulawayo 
recently, ZCMA chairman Jeremy 
Youmans said tackling the problem 
of raw materials would take time and 
nobody is going to invest in the tex-
tile industry until the country has got 
a ready market to deliver, according 
to a Zimbabwean newspaper report. 
 
Recently €1.2 million was made availa-
ble out of the Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa for the cotton 
chain and the money just got tied up in 
bureaucracy, he lamented.

1ST SPECIALIZED 
FREE ZONE FOR TEX-

TILE INDUSTRY IN 
EGYPT

The world’s first specialized free zone for 
the textile industry is under construction 
in Egypt’s Minya Governorate, the chief 
executive officer of the General Authority 
for Investment and Free Zones Mohsen 
Adel recently announced at the closing 
session of the ‘200 Years of Egyptian 
Cotton Conference’ organized by the 
Egyptian Junior Business Association. 
 
As the textile industry’s focus shifts 
from Eastern nations to other parts 
of the world, Egypt should take ad-
vantage of the opportunity and at-
tract textile investments, Egyptian 

media reports quoted Adel as saying. 
 
Gographical location, consumer mar-
ket, free trade agreements with COME-
SA and the availability of labour and 
suitable investment atmosphere are the 
four competitive advantages of Egypt 
that East Asian nations see, he added.

SWITZERLAND: THE 
CRADLE OF 
INNOVATION

 
 
With Swiss textile machinery com-
panies, the ‘inventor gene’ leads 
to added value for customers 
 
Zurich, Switzerland, 15th October, 2018 
– Over the centuries, the sheer innova-
tive spirit of the Swiss has been demon-
strated many times through inventions 
spanning various fields of human expe-
rience. Their impact on the global tex-
tile industry has been among the most 
notable, with continuous and significant 
developments. Swiss textile machin-
ery companies have been at the core 
of this naturally-evolving tradition of 
inventiveness. Today, the producers of 
machines and components and service 
providers in Swiss Textlile Machinery 
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to an Egyptian newspaper report. 
Agricultural ministry spokesperson 
Hamed Abdel-Dayem has admitted the 
crisis on television. He said there will be 
a huge problem next year in the culti-
vated cotton area if the crisis remains 
unsolved.

UZBEKISTAN WANTS 
ZERO EU CUSTOMS 
DUTY ON TEXTILE 

PRODUCTS

 
Uzbekistan plans to seek zero cus-
toms duty from the European Union 
(EU) on its textile products, which now 
attract a duty of 7-12 per cent. The 
decision was arrived at after recent 
talks between the Uzbek first deputy 
minister of economy Mubin Mirzaev 
and a delegation of the European 
Parliament on relations with the coun-
tries of Central Asia and Mongolia. 
 
Uzbekistan proposed some priority ar-
eas to the European side for further 
expanding economic cooperation, 
according to a news agency report. 
 
The next step is to receive EU assistance 
in maintaining the quality of agricultural 
products to meet EU standards and 
training of human resources in this area. 
 
The Textile Protocol came into force be-
tween the two sides on July 1 last year. 
It involves providing Uzbek producers 
with tax and customs benefits and un-
hindered access to European markets.

NIGERIA, CHINA SIGN 
$2 BN MOU ON COT-

TON INDUSTRY

 
Nigeria has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Chinese firm Shan-
dong Ruyi International Fashion Industry 
for an investment of $2 billion in Katsina, 
Kano, Abia and Lagos states to grow, 
gin and spin cotton and manufacture 

textiles and garments, minister of indus-
try, trade and investment Okechukwu 
Enelamah announced recently in Abuja. 
 
The project will involve manufactur-
ing at least 300 million metres of 
African print to meet 20 per cent 
of West Africa’s demand, he said. 
 
The government is aggressively imple-
menting the Nigeria Industrial Revolution 
Plan for industrialisation by establishing 
the Nigeria Industrial Policy and Com-
petitiveness Advisory Council, Nigerian 
media reported Enelamah as saying. 
 
The focus would be on five high priority 
areas: policy and regulation, trade and 
markets, critical infrastructure, skills, 
capacity building and lastly financing. 
 
Infrastructure at many existing indus-
trial parks are being upgraded to turn 
those into world-class special economic 
zones, he added.

ITALIAN TEXTILE FAC-
TORY INAUGURATED 

IN ETHIOPIA'S TIGRAY

Italian fashion company ITACA recently 
inaugurated a $15-million textile factory 
at Ashegodain of Tigray state in Ethio-
pia. The factory has already started 
exporting clothes to different European 
countries, according to ITACA chief 
executive officer Federico Fraboni. 
The company expects to earn around 
$794,000 every month through exports. 
 
State trade minister Mebrahtu Meles 

said the factory will create job oppor-
tunities and contribute to development, 
according to Ethiopian media reports. 
 
Investment director at Tigray Trade, In-
dustry and Urban Development Bureau, 
Haftom Fantahunegn said the factory 
has created 1,000 jobs and two addi-
tional textile factories will start produc-
tion soon.

BEAULIEU ANNOUNC -
ES GLOBAL PRICE 

INCREASES FOR ITS 
ENGINEERED PROD-

UCTS

��
Beaulieu Engineered Products an-
nounces global price increases across 
its Fibres, Yarns and Technical Tex-
tiles divisions effective as of January 
1st 2019, or as contract terms allow. 
The move follows on-going sig-
nificant increases in energy, 
raw material and delivery costs. 
Sales representatives will contact cus-
tomers individually over the coming 
weeks to discuss the impact of the price 
changes on their specific products. 
Karena Cancilleri, Vice President of 
Beaulieu Engineered Products, com-
ments: “Through the price increases, 
Beaulieu Engineered Products will be 
able to maintain the level of innovative 
and reliable support our customers ex-
pect. At the same time, our three divi-
sions will continue to look at ways to im-
prove their operations to limit the effect 
of any further internal cost increases on 
customers.”
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promote university-industry coopera-
tion and develop cooperation in various 
fields. The main objective of PolynSPIRE 
is to demonstrate a set of innovative, 
cost-effective and sustainable solutions 
for efficient plastic recycling. KoWi, the 
European liaison office of German re-
search companies, hosted the kick off 
meeting of the project on September 
25, 2018, in Brussels. The project part-
ners who came together at the kick off 
meeting had the chance to get to know 
each other as well as discussing the 
project management process and tech-
nical details of the recycling processes. 
At the meeting, Kordsa’s R&D team 
shared its role and expectations in the 
project, Kordsa said in a press release. 
 
The PolynSPIRE project consists of 22 
partner organisations from 11 countries 
lead by CIRCE (Research Centre for 
Energy Resources and Consumption). 
The project has a duration of 48 months 
and three innovation pillars are ad-
dressed. The first pillar is the chemical 
recycling assisted by microwaves and 
smart magnetic catalysts. The second 
innovation is advanced additivities and 
high energy irradiation to enhance recy-
cled plastics quality. These two innova-
tions can lead up to 33 per cent of fossil 
fuel direct reduction for the production 
of polyester, polyamide, and polyure-
thane. As the third output of the project, 
valorisation of plastic waste as carbon 
source in steel industry is expected 
which can lead to reductions of around 
80 per cent of fossil carbon sources in 
electric arc furnaces.

TURKISH TEXTILE-
GARMENT FIRMS TO 

INVEST IN GHANA

Following a series of sideline 
meetings of the Turkey-Africa 
Economic and Business Fo-

rum between a Ghanaian delegation 
and Turkish investors, some textile-
garment manufacturing giants from 
the latter will expand their presence to 
the former. The October 10-11 forum 
had the theme ‘Invest in a Sustainable 
Future Together: Turkey and Africa’. 
 
Garment and Textiles is one of the 
strategic sectors selected by the Gha-
naian trade and industry ministry un-
der its industrial transformation plan 
with a special focus to generate em-
ployment and foreign exchange, ac-
cording to media reports from Ghana. 
 
A deal for a Turkish company to estab-
lish a ‘One-District-One Factory’ project 
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in the Shai Hills area was also report-
edly finalised.

EGYPT'S LONG-STA-
PLE COTTON FACES 
THREAT OF GOING 

UNSOLD

There is a threat of Egyptian cot-
ton going unsold despite 2 mil-
lion metric quintals of high qual-

ity crops. Based on traders’ optimism, 
the country planted 336,000 feddans 
of long-staple cotton this year—up from 
220,000 feddans in 2017—but agricul-
tural firms have refused to clinch deals 
with the government and farmers due 
to a hike in interest rates and costs. 
 
Traders were expecting a rise in ex-
ports of up to 45 per cent in 2018-19. 
 
Any contract made after the harvest of 
the crop is to be signed with a license 
from the ministry of agriculture for the 
extraction and conservation of seeds. 
 
As the ministry has fixed a cost of EGP 
2,500 per quintal for crops from Upper 
Egypt and EGP 2,700 for crops from 
the Nile Delta governorates, private 
agricultural companies have started 
importing cotton at much lower costs. 
 
Therefore, the Egyptian cooperative 
farming society for producing cot-
ton recently written to Prime Minister 
Mostafa Madbouly, agricultural min-
ister Ezz El-Din Abu Steit and the 
Central Bank governor Tarek Amer 
seeking help in marketing plans 
for the 2018-19 season, according 

11



�{ COMPANY NEWS�y

colour accurately. It is particularly suit-
able for the use in the production of 
decorative surfaces and textiles, as 
well as for digital packaging printing. 
 
The revolutionary concept of Finger-
print Module (FPRM) is for efficient and 
high-quality reproduction and reprints. It 
generates a fingerprint production file, 
which includes a colorimetric specifica-
tion of the initial print. This digital master 
provides a reliable reference so that fu-
ture reprints can be reproduced exactly 
and colour consistently. The procedure 
allows to standardise and ensure opti-
mal reproduction results of digitally dec-
orated objects, such as wood and plastic 
surfaces, laminates, ceramic floor, and 
wall tiles as well as decorative textiles. 

 

KORDSA JOINS EU'S 
HORIZON 2020 R&D 

PROJECT

Kordsa, global player in tire, con-
struction reinforcement, and com-
posite technologies headquar-

tered in Turkey, has joined a new project 
under the European Union’s R&D and 
innovation programme, Horizon 2020. 
The Project called PolynSPIRE 1 
aims at improving the overall perfor-
mance of plastics recycling looking for 
a more sustainable plastic value chain. 
 
Kordsa is among the 22 project partners 
participating in the PolynSPIRE project 
under the Horizon 2020 programme to 
strengthen the research and technol-
ogy development capacity of Europe, 

talk on ‘Colour management software 
for Industrial Colour Printing’, while 
other specialists will discuss the tech-
nical challenges and their solutions 
in the IMI Europe Inkjet Tech Talk. 
 
Colorgate’s Industrial Productionserv-
er solutions enable an individual and 
flexible design of the products both in 
mass production and in small quanti-
ties – directly in the production process 
in real-time. Colorgate provides solu-
tions to machine manufacturers and 
OEMs for the décor, textile, ceramic, 
floor tiles, wallpaper, glass printing; 
and packaging (direct-to-object decora-
tion (bottles, cans, other containers)). 
 
The Out of Gamut Module (OOGM) 
provides an easy understandable col-
our reproduction forecast per print job, 
providing meaningful information even 
to non-specialist operators if colour 
deviations are expected in the print 
output. An intuitive visualisation as a 
heatmap visualisation indicates col-
ours and areas that cannot be printed 

COLORGATE TO DIS-
PLAY DIGITAL PRINT -
ING SOLUTIONS AT 

INPRINT

Colorgate, a leader in digital tex-
tile printing solutions, will show 
its comprehensive portfolio 

for digital print automation and col-
our standardisation along the entire 
process chain in the age of Industry 
4.0 at Inprint expo. The international 
expo of print technology for industrial 
manufacturing will be held from No-
vember 20-22, 2018, in Milan, Italy. 
 
In cooperation with Metis Systems srl, 
the global leader for high quality scan-
ners, Colorgate will also present a 3D 
capturing and digital reproduction solu-
tion, the company said in a press release. 
 
During the conference at the expo, 
several Colorgate experts will share 
their knowledge: CEO of the com-
pany, Thomas Kirschner, will give a 

WHAT IS HAPPENNING IN THE WORLD OF TEXTILE
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The global market for thermoplastic 
composites is expected to grow to 
an estimated $16.4 billion by 2021 

according to industry analyst Lucintel. This 
is in response to the growing demand for 
lightweight and environmentally-friendly 
materials, particularly from the aerospace 
and automotive industries.

European research projects such as 3D-
Lighttrans, involving 18 partners from 
across Europe, are playing a crucial role 
in implementing this transformation by 
overcoming the processing difficulties and 
inherently high costs associated with the 
production of thermoplastic composites in 
the past.

The project involved 3D modelling and 
simulation of all materials, processes and 
end products, along with a completely new 
manufacturing chain – from fibres to the 
finished part.

P-D Glasseiden GmbH, based in Os-
chatz, Germany, developed new hybrid 
yarns from glass reinforcement fibres and 
thermoplastic matrix filaments, which are 
mixed with air (commingling). The devel-
opments have increased the homogeneity 
of the blend and significantly reduced fibre 
damage in the blending and subsequent 
weaving processes.

Vandewiele VSi42

Central to the project was the transforma-
tion of a Van de Wiele VTR weaving ma-
chine at TU Dresden’s Institute of Textile 
Machinery and High Performance Material 
Technology (ITM), into a VSi42 Versatile 
Smart Innovator weaving machine.

The machine is ideally suited for the pro-
duction of multi-ply fabrics, spacer fabrics, 
pleated fabrics and fabrics for multi-skin 
sheets. The 3D fibre architecture reduces 
preforming costs and increases the perfor-
mance of the components.

The further developments of the machine 
included the design of a specific fabric 
take-off for the 3D-formed fabric, adap-
tations of the basic platform to allow the 
assembly of a back-up system, and rede-
sign of the beam stand and dual take-up 
system. Special software was developed 
to activate the backward movement, to-
gether with a new configuration of the 
warp beam tension control.

In addition, a portion of the warp yarns 
were fed to the loom by a Van de Wiele 
Jacquard, in order to benefit from its indi-
vidual yarn selection capability, while the 
bulk could be controlled by heddle frames.

ITM researcher Adil Mountasir received 
the coveted Théophile Legrand Founda-
tion Award for his development work on 
spacer fabrics as part of the 3D Lighttrans 

project.

The final composite parts were then bond-
ed by a fast and efficient thermoforming 
process, requiring no resin infusion or 
injection as the thermoplastic matrix was 
already incorporated into the yarn.

Two 3D Lighttrans demonstrator parts 
were manufactured – a tailgate for the Fiat 
500L and a spare wheel well for Bentley – 
and the project won the JEC Composites 
Innovation Award.

“The development of net shape woven 
fabrics continues to be the focus of inter-
national research,” says Dr Gerald Hoff-
mann, Head of R & D at Fabric Manufac-
turing Technology at ITM. “This includes 
the development of simulation-supported 
process chains from the CAD design to 
the component, the development of weav-
ing technology and the adaptation of ro-
bot-supported preforming.

“The use of lightweight materials should 
lead to considerable savings in fuel con-
sumption, which will bring both financial 
benefits for consumers and reduced car-
bon dioxide emissions,” concludes Dr 
Hoffmann. “Such fully automated produc-
tion now reduces production time and 
costs and leads to more competitive prod-
ucts in the EU.”

Van de Wiele was a key technology 
partner in the 7.8€ million 3D Lighttrans 
project that led to the introduction of 
complex and cost-effective new 3D 
textile reinforcements for thermoplastic 
composites.

Accelerating the 
use of thermoplas-
tics in composites 
with Van de Wiele

3D fibre architecture reduces preforming 
costs and increases the performance of 

the components.

The VSi42 Versatile Smart Innovator weaving machine at TU Dresden’s Institute of 
Textile Machinery and High Performance Material Technology (ITM).

The 3D-Lighttrans tailgate created for the 
Fiat 500L (front).

The 3D-Lighttrans tailgate created for the 
Fiat 500L (back).
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As a world-leading trade fair for home and contract 
textiles, Heimtextil will present a fundamentally 
revised concept from 8-11 January 2019 – with more 

floor space, all kinds of furnishing inspiration and new syner-
gies for buyers.

Based on discussions with exhibitors and also visitor 
surveys, Messe Frankfurt has developed a new Heimtextil 
concept. ‘From the perspective of buyers in particular, we 
are repositioning Heimtextil 2019 and the way we group 
themes and product segments to better suit target groups. 
In this way, synergies can be optimally exploited. In addition, 
the demand for stand space on the exhibitor side has grown 
sharply in some product segments in recent years’, says 
Olaf Schmidt, Vice President Textiles & Textile Technologies 
at Messe Frankfurt.

textile-inspiration-teaser
The opportunity to optimise the concept is not least due to 
major construction measures currently being implemented 
at the Messe Frankfurt exhibition site: the new hall 12 will be 
erected on the western side of the site and will be available 
to Heimtextil for the first time in 2019. Further structural 
measures are to follow around halls 5 and 6.

Heimtextil Trends, Textile Design & Digital Print Technology
An area full of inspiration and future technologies is being 
built in hall 3.0: design studios and CAD/CAM suppliers will 
be given a new space here. Under the title “Textile Design”, 
they form the world's largest design platform of their kind. 
Digital printer manufacturers and Heimtextil's newly de-
signed trend area will also find their home here in the future. 
Heimtextil thus brings together the progressive themes of 
textile design, digital printing and trends over one hall level.

Wall Decoration
Wallpaper manufacturers will continue to present their wares 
in hall 3.1, where they will showcase a unique range of wall-
papers and wall coverings under the title “Wall Decoration”. 
Thanks to the clear focus of the product offer, the segment 
with its numerous international major industry players can be 
expanded in an even more attractive manner.

Decorative & Furniture Fabrics
In future, the manufacturers of upholstery and decorative 
fabrics, leather and imitation leather will come together in 
hall 4 as part of the “Decorative & Furniture Fabrics” seg-
ment – clearly separated from retail companies and textiles 

editeurs who will now be located in hall 8.0. This means that 
this manufacturer's hall will contain the world's largest range 
of upholstery and decorative fabrics, as well as upholstery 
and imitation leather, spread out over three levels. Hall 4.2 
will continue to be developed into a meeting point for archi-
tects, interior designers and hotel furnishers. Manufacturers 
with extensive experience in contract furnishing can present 
themselves here. Another highlight for the target group is the 
“Interior.Architecture.Hospitality Expo”, the exclusive exhibi-
tion format especially for the contract industry. With product 
presentations, lectures and guided tours, the Expo provides 
valuable impetus.

Asian Excellence and Asian Selection
In hall 5.1, high-end, home textiles producers from Asia with 
export experience will be exhibiting under the title “Asian 
Excellence” and will be selected by an independent panel of 
experts. Furniture and decorative fabrics are offered here in 
addition to curtains, sun protection and carpets. Other textile 
companies from Asia will be presenting themselves either 
individually or in country pavilions in halls 1.1 and 1.2 under 
the new name “Asian Selection”.

In the home textiles sector, hall 10 will be showcasing Asian 
manufacturers with products for beds, bathrooms and tables 
as usual. Selected producers with first-rate collections can 
be found in hall 10.2, while halls 10.0, 10.1 and 10.3 will 
feature country pavilions and individual presentations.

New concept for Heimtextil 2019:  
More space and synergies





THIRD QUARTER 
ORDERS 

REMAIN STABLE

The orders index for textile ma-
chinery compiled by ACIMIT, the 
Association of Italian Textile Ma-

chinery Manufacturers, for the period 
ranging from July to September 2018, 
has proven stable compared to the 
same period for 2017. Indeed, the value 
of the index stood at 108.3 basis points 
(2015 basis =100).

However, orders gathered by Italian ma-
chinery manufacturers show contrast-
ing trends. In Italy, the index stood at an 
absolute value of 121.9 basis points, i.e. 
a 30% increase compared to the period 

from July to September 2017. On the 
other hand, in terms of foreign markets, 
the index actually fell by 2%, with an ab-
solute value of 107.4 basis points.
This data prompted ACIMIT presi-
dent Alessandro Zucchi to comment, 
“In many primary foreign markets, our 
manufacturers have experienced a 
slowdown for the first nine months of 

the year. In China, above all, our main 
export destination, trade tensions with 
the United States have in fact halted 
investment plans for many textile manu-
facturers. Despite the uncertainty that 
characterizes many markets, I believe 
that for our industry 2018 will close at 
levels in line with those of the previous 
year”
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Registration NOW OPEN - 2019 Preview!

The largest flooring tradeshow in 
Asia Pacific now welcomes visi-
tors to register for the 2019 edi-

tion, March 26th – 28th. Traditionally, 
one of the most important sectors of 
the show is carpet, driven by rising con-
sumption in China, being also the place 
with the highest annual growth rates of 
carpets consumption. Along with Tur-
key, China accounts for about 40% of 
the overall world exports of carpets, 
while the other major exporting coun-
tries decrease their exports. 

Among the highlights of 2019 is Luxury 
Brands, a distinct display area present-
ing 15 renowned carpet design firms 
who indulge visitors with a variety of 
new, extravagant products. This year 
three of the companies participating in 
the event, will take their own booth of 
30 sqm. Oritop secured one of them. 

For several decades, the company 
has been among the leading interna-
tional trendsetters of innovative, hand-
made rugs and flatweaves, successfully 
blending tradition and modernity. Luxury 
Brands is co-organized and sponsored 
by COVER Magazine, a key partner of 
DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR. 

The other forward-looking concept of 
21st edition of the show is Chinese Orig-
inal Carpet Design Show. For the first 
time DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR 
the will present a design competition, 
focusing only on the original Chinese 
design of carpets and rugs. The show 
aims to present local talents and intro-
duce Chinese design trends.

Next year for the first time DOMOTEX 
asia/CHINAFLOOR will welcome AGNI. 
Since their foundation in 1993, they 

have rapidly grown from a small team 
of artisans to a huge family of talented 
craftsmen. AGNI believes in innova-
tion and beauty, continuously striving to 
make rugs with unique textures, colors 
and designs. Another leading company 
joining the fair in 2019 is SHAW. Having 
a history of 40 years, they introduced 
significant innovations to carpet indus-
try, including spill-proof carpets and 
stain and soil resistance system.  Last 
but not least important debut of 2019 
is the Korean company Hanil Medical, 
bringing new for DOMOTEX asia/CHI-
NAFLOOR products - heated and cool-
ing floor mats.

In 2018 DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR 
increased their international attendance 
by 10%, from which, the top 5 visit-
ing countries outside of China ranked: 
South Korea, the United States, Japan, 
India, and Malaysia. With a consider-
able increase of Oceania, Europe and 
Asia regions, more than 97% of the visi-
tors were very pleased with the exhibi-
tion. In 2019 DOMOTEX asia/CHINA-
FLOOR will continue its successful path 
with a significant growth of attendees 
from its main region – Asia-Pacific. 
TEXTILE MACHINERY:
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