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Mayer & Cie. extends top dog statusin Turkey
above average market share. further on theincrease

manufacturer Mayer & Cie. (MCT) has furtherimproved

its leading position in Turkey. So the country continues
to be one of the company’s strongest and most consistent
sales markets. Even in difficult years, the manufacturer and
its longstanding Turkish representative Mayer Miimessillik
have achieved positive results. The reasons for this
year's success, as Mayer & Cie. sees it, are the transfer of
production to locations close to Europe, Turkey's state-
of-the-art machinery and the increase in demand for
comfortable clothing that is suitable as home office wear.

I n pandemic year 2020 circular knitting machine

Turkish market is a growth market despite corona setback

“Compared to 2019, we anticipate a growth in the Turkish
market even though the corona situation was a serious
setback in the second quarter of 2020," says Stefan Biihler,
Mayer & Cie!s regional sales manager for Turkey.

Mayer & Cie. got off to a strong start on the Bosporus in
the first quarter of 2020 with additional positive effects
until mid-March. This was due to a desire for production
locations close to Europe. In the second quarter, during the
lockdown, demand largely ground to a halt. Government
measures helped to cushion the downturn. Says Ahmet M.
Ogretmen, general manager of MCT’s Turkish sales partner
Mayer Miimessillik: “In the second quarter, GDP was down
by about 10 percent, so we got off lightly.”

Since July 2020, orders for Mayer & Cie. circular knitting
machines have bounced back again. Ahmet M. Ogretmen
sees an interplay of reasons for this recovery. The main
reason, he says, is the low exchange rate of the Turkish
lira, which has boosted exports of ready-made textiles.
The Turkish daily Hirriyet reports, with reference to the
Turkish state news agency, 11 percent year-on-year growth
in August 2020. The most important export markets, the
newspaper says, are Germany, the UK and Spain. Between
them, they account for around half of exports totalling €
1.27 billion. “This demand must be fulfilled,” Ogretmen says.
“That leads to investment in machinery by manufacturers.”

Relanitis synonymous with single jersey
ThemachinesofchoiceforTurkishknitwearmanufacturers

are regularly Mayer & Cie. machines. The long-established
German firm's share of the Turkish market is substantially
higher than in other markets. The manufacturer’s position
is particularly strong in the market for plain single jersey
fabrics, with the Relanit 3.2 HS being the machine of choice.
It achieves an extraordinarily high level of productivity,
especially in processing elastomer yarns. It also handles a
wide range of yarns reliably.

“Interlock is Mayer & Cie.”

Mayer & Cie. isthe clearleaderin the second major circular
knitting discipline, rib and interlock fabrics. “Interlock is
Mayer & Cie.,” says Ahmet M. Ogretmen, putting it in a
nutshell. The machines used for double jersey fabrics are
the OV 3.2 QCe, the D4 2.2 Il and the D4 3.2 ll. The OV
3.2 QCe knits interlock, 8-lock structures, spacers and fine
gauge with 3.2 systems. The D4 2.2 Il is another stalwart for
rib, 8-lock and interlock. The 8-lock D4 3.2 Il is the machine
of choice for firms that want to manufacture structures such
as Piqué, Punto di Roma or Thermal in addition to interlock.

The MBF 3.2 isanother top sellerin Turkey. A three-thread
fleece machine, it knits fabrics for sports- and leisurewear
such as hoodies and is very much in keeping with the trend
in home office year 2020. “Comfortable clothing is circular
knitted,” says Ahmet M. Ogretmen, “and we benefit from
that of course.”

Theworld’s most state-of-the-art machine parksin Turkey

Another advantage is the modernity of the Turkish
machine park, which is doubly attractive in view of Turkey's
weak currency. Says Mayer Miimessillik general manager
Ogretmen: “In the past 10 to 20 years there has been
very heavy investment in high-quality machines. As a
consequence we have the world’s youngest and most up-
to-date production facilities.” Combined with geographical
proximity to the main export markets in Europe that should
prove a growth driverinthe years ahead - and keep demand
for Mayer & Cie. machines brisk and high.
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Hyosung T Cinvestsin Turkey to expand spandex

60 billion won ($52.9 million) in the Cerkezkoy

area near Istanbul, Turkey to more than double

the size of its spandex production plant with an annual
capacity of 15,000 metric tons by July next year.

The fiber production unit of Hyosung Group said the

spandex plant production capacity in Turkey would be

I I yosung T&C said Monday it planned to invest

about 40,000 tons when the expansion is completed.

The firm’s decision came from Hyosung Chairman Cho
Hyun-joon’s judgment that a preemptive investment in
spandex was necessary, as the global apparel market has
recently shown a full-fledged recovery, especially in the
European market, according to Hyosung.

Hyosung T&C has been increasing its market presence
in Europe through two additional expansions after
establishing a production base in Turkey in 2008.

The firm expects that this expansion will be able to meet
the recovering global fiber demand of 750 trillion won.

According to US-based research firm Business Wire,
global demand for spandex is growing at 6 to 7 percent
peryear. The growth rate of spandexis more than double
that of general apparel fibers, which grow 2 to 3 percent
annually.

The demand for spandex in the global apparel market
grows as consumers — who spend more time at home,
such as working from home — seek more homeware and
athleisure in the wake of the pandemic, the company
said.

World's first flameretardant aviation carpet with
recycled PVB based binder developed

erman carpet manufacturer Anker is the first

Gcompany to offer flame retardant carpets

for aviation that are made with a recycled binder.

In the search for a more sustainable binder, Anker
discovered the PVB from Shark Solutions, a Danish
cleantech company focused on giving a new life to post-
consumer PVB.

Properties of the aviation carpet with PVB as binder are
the same as those of traditional non-sustainable carpets.
The market has been looking for this type of solutions for
along time and market introduction has already started.
Anker will introduce well known and special developed
styles of aviation carpets with PVB and plan to take out
traditional non-sustainable aviation carpets stepwise
as soon as possible. Shark’s PVB reuses laminated glass,

@ Middle East Textile Journal

from windshields and architectural/building glass, that
otherwise would go to landfill. The non-toxic binder (no
chlorine or phthalates)is fully recyclable and thus lives up
to the future standards of the industry.

Textile innovator Devan Chemicals, known for its
tailor-made flame retardant solutions, was called in
to develop the flame retardant back coating, which is
compliant with the Airbus and Boeing safety standards.
“Based on many years of experience and competences
in customer related developments, improving recycling
rates is getting more and more important”, says Dirk
Vanpachtenbeke, R&D manager Flame Retardants at
Devan. “We are very proud that, together with Ankerand
Shark Solutions, we can contribute to this rising demand
for products that meet the standards of a circular
economy solution.”

In other news, Anker and Devan are already working
on a new project, which includes Devan'’s antimicrobial/
viral-reducing technology. Recently, Devan published
test results on the activity of their technology (BI-OME)
against SARS-CoV-2 and other viruses. According to
independent testing, BI-OME is proven to achieve 9%
and highervirus reduction, including of SARS-COV-2, on
samples before washing and retains 98.5% even after 25
wash cycles. This technology has been recognized with
the 2020 European Technology Innovation Leadership
Award by Frost & Sullivan.
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SculptorParviz Tanavolidonates collection of
Persianrugs to CHTHM

Tanavoli has donated a collection of his Persian
flatweave rugs, kilims and carpets to the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Ministry (CHTHM). The
donation was made based on an agreement signed between
Deputy Minister Mohammad-Hassan Talebian and the
daughter of the Canada-based artist, Tandis, as his legal
representative in Iran, the CHTHM announced on Tuesday.
The collection is composed of 408 rugs, kilims and carpets
woven by Iranian nomads. “My father has accumulated the
collection from the villages and nomads across Iran over 60
years, and most of the rugs are not woven any longer and
the nomads also do not exist any longer,” Tandis Tanavili
said during the meeting with Talebian. “Several books have
been authored about this collection that my father believes

TEHRAN - World-renowned Iranian sculptor Parviz

belongs to Iran and should be preserved in the country,” she
noted, and added that her father has always lamented the
lack of a special section for Iranian rural and nomad carpets
and rugs in Iranian museums.

She said that nine pieces from the collection will be put
ondisplay permanently at the Carpet Museum of Iran. “The
collection comprising rare invaluable nomad rugs, kilims
and carpets will be showcased in a temporary exhibition
at the Carpet Museum of Iran in the near future,” Talebian
said during the meeting. He added that a historical house
in the southern Iranian city of Shiraz will be converted
into a museum of Tanavoli’s artworks, which will also be a
permanent place for displaying the donated collection.

A team of cultural heritage experts and the master’s
family are scheduled to visit the house for a feasibility
study next week. Tanavoli has devoted himself to serious
studies of Iranian nomad carpets and rugs, which have
been published in the books “Shahsavan Iranian Rugs and
Textiles” and “Persian Flatweaves”. Tanavoli is also known
for his expansive body of works including paintings, prints,
ceramics, rugs and jewelry. In addition, the artist is a highly-
regarded collector and poet.

In his latest book, “Mania for Collecting”, published this
August, he tells about his passion for collecting strange
and rare objects. The Tehran City Council approved on
Sunday to rename a street in the Niavaran neighborhood
after Tanavoli.

EGYPTSRMG FACTORIES REDUCE
PRODUCTION OF WINTER CLOTHES

r. -

reduced production of winter garments by 50

per cent due to the impact of the pandemic, said,
Mohamed Abdel-Salem, Chairman, Egypt’s Readymade
Garments Chamber.

Factories expect demand for winter clothes to below
this season, as was the case with summer clothes earlier
this year. Abdel Salem revealed that the prices for these
winter garments will be the same as last year.

Amr Hassan, Head-Garments sector, Cairo Chamber
of Commerce, attributed the decline in sales to the
curfew imposed by the government to curb the spread of
coronavirus, which decreased demand and forced shops
to close early.

Cairo Chamber of Commerce was the first Egyptian
Chamber established in Cairo by Abdelkhalek Madkour
Pashainthe name ofthe “Cairo Trade Secret”in 1913.The
chamber includes a large number of traders representing
about 60 per cent of those who are engaged in trade
activities in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Egypt’s readymade garment factories have
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Russian leather & footwear brands to be part of
AYSAF 2020

will take part in the collective exposition of the
Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian
Federation at AYSAF 2020, in pavilion 7, stand 7A-08.

The 63rd exhibition for footwear materials,
components, leather and technologies will be held at
the CNR EXPO Istanbul Expo Centre from November
18-21,2020.

The collective stand of the Ministry of Industry and
Trade of Russia will present the best domestically
manufactured specimens by Russkaya Kozha and
Volga Tannery leather factories, the Insolex brand that
produces innovative boosters for orthopaedics and
sports, as well as Fishskin that is a producer of fish skin
leather, and Sakhabult, the company that manufactures
leather, winter footwear, and fur items, according to a
press release on the show.

AYSAF exhibition is the biggest venue of footwear
industry in Turkey which annually gathers the
manufacturers, designers, retailers, exporters,
importers, and other professionals of the industry to

Five Russian leather and footwear companies

Global
footwear
industry is
talking about

AYSAF

@ Middle East Textile Journal

Supply center
of the global

footwear .‘1 AYS
'compunents md,Ustry

present the relevant trends, new products, and search
for business partners. In 2020, the manufacturers from
Russia, Turkey, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Azerbaijan,
Tunisia, China, the UAE and other countries, will in the
space of 60,000 square metres, present their products
in the following areas: raw materials and semi-finished
goods; natural and artificial leather; hardware and
components forfootwear (accessories, fittings, textiles,
soles, heels, forms, templates); chemical substances;
machinery for processing and treatment of leather,
leather items, and footwear manufacture.

Russian manufacturers will display novel collections
of natural leathers for autumn-winter 2021/2022,
footwear components designed with due regard for
the latest developments of the aerospace and nano-
industry, leather semi-finished products applied in
the making of footwear, leathers for the top, and
small wares. Apart from that, the display will present
buckskins, furs, and finished items, as well as specimens
of fish skins and the products which can be made out of
that exclusive raw material.

Kohan Journal



Iranian Women's visit football

stadiums for first time
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loosely. They show most of their hair and wear brighter and
colorful clothes.

Historical events and political decisions have also affected
Iranian men’s clothing. In the 1920s, Iranian men wore
Western hats and suits in their style. Iran had many ties with
Western countries; therefore, the clothing of Iranian men
was also influenced by the clothing of Westerners. Most
Iranian men wore loose shirts. Variety in men’s clothing
increased between the 1940sand 1960s.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Iranian boys modelled on the
hairstyles of Western bands. One of the most popular
men's hairstyles at the time was the Beatles. Beatles and
hippie hairstyles were very popular among Iranian youth.
The 1979 Islamic Revolution also changed men'’s clothing.
In the 1980s, most Iranian men wore baggy pants and plain
shirts. Also, most Iranian men grew beards.

In the 1990s, with the end of the war, new economic and
social conditions emerged. In this decade, the import of
foreign clothes increased. Men’s baggy pants gave way
to jeans. Simple shirts were also replaced with T-shirts.
During this period, the variety of men’s clothing increased
and men used new hairstyles. Many of the hairstyles of
young Iranian boys were modeled on the hairstyles of
foreign artists and bands.

In recent years, the variety of menswear in Iran has
become much more than before. Iranian men mostly wear
colored clothes. Tights are also very popular. In the past
fewyears, due to the widespread use of the Internet and its
greatimpact, the speed of change in Iranian fashion has also
greatly increased.

Restrictions of the fashion industryiniran

The Iranian fashion industry faces limitations for various
reasons. One of the most important factors influencing
Iranian fashion is political and religious decisions. Iran, as
an Islamic country, has laws and restrictions on coverage;
especiallyinwomen's clothing.

In addition to politics and religion, cultural characteristics
also affect Iranian clothing. In many parts of Iran, local
clothes are worn by a lot of people. Local clothes are a
symbol of the culture of Iranian ethnicities.

Local costumes of Iranian ethnicities are very diverse. In
each region, the clothing of men and women has a special

ARTICLE

shape. Besides, for cultural reasons, wearing some clothes
is not welcomed by society; For example, wearing shorts in
publicis not commonin Iran.

The import of clothes is another reason for the slight
progress of fashion in Iran. Many of the clothes that people
wear in Iran are imported from other countries, such as
Turkey.

The popularity of European brands and foreign clothes
among the youth has also affected the Iranian fashion
industry.Forthisreason,manylranianclothingmanufacturers
produce their products by modeling foreign clothes.
In Iran, fashion design has little history. There are few or
not enough people who work professionally in the field
of fashion design in Iran. Lack of professional fashion
designers and lowinvestmentin them has anegative impact
on Iranian fashion.

The current situation of fashionin Iran

Despite all the restrictions, Iran’s fashion industry is
progressing. Inrecentyears,andespeciallyinthelastdecade,
more attention has been paid to the fashion industryin Iran.
Today, prominent companies and manufacturers of clothing
in Iran pay more attention to clothing design.

In recent years, better conditions have been provided
for fashion designers in Iran. The investments made in the
fashion industry show further progress in this industry.
However, various political and social constraints continue
to slow down the progress of Iranian fashion.

Iranian fashion designers try to combine traditional Iranian
symbols with modern clothes. Using traditional designs and
patterns related to Iranian culture in clothing proves this.
For example, the poems of Persian poets are printed on
scarves and mantles in the market.

This style of fashion design has been well received by
people. These clothes are offered in the market with happy
and colorful designs at reasonable prices.

In addition, the activities of specialized centres for fashion
design have also increased a lot. Advances in modelling and
social media are influencing how people are covered.

Iranian clothing designers combine Iranian symbols
and Islamic concepts with new clothes. That is why their
clothing design style is very special and unique.
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A survey of the Iranian fashion industry

cultural features. Iran as an Islamic country has a
specific dress code that must be followed by people.

This dress code has considerable effects on the Iranian
fashion industry. Although people in Iran appreciate
colourful clothes and have a great sense of fashion they face
some limitations in what they wear.

Iranians don't consider clothing as a mere covering. They
always care about what they wear and how they look. The
Iranian fashion industry has changed a lot through the
last decades. Lots of these changes are influenced by the
political and religious situation. Thus we will take a look at
how Iranian dress code has changed through last century.

Every country has a dress code, and it depends on

Iran’s fashion history

Iranians fashion has changed so many times under the
influence of political decisions. Women used to wear full
headscarves in the early 20th century; they used these
headscarves to identify themselves as devote Muslims. But
after Reza shah’s secular regime banned women from using
hijab in public, they wore their hair uncovered.

In the 1910s Iranian women used to cover their hair with
headscarves; they also didn't have any makeup. By the 20s
they still covered their hair with loose shawl. After banning
the hijab in the 30s, Iranian women uncovered their hair or
used a jaunty hat over their curly hairstyle. Using these hats
over a curly medium hairstyle was popular across the world
in that time.

@ Middle East Textile Journal

By the 40s and 50s, Iranian women hairstyle and the dress
were influenced by women dress in west. At that time, most
of the Iranian women appeared in public with curly hairand
red lipsticks.

This style was also very popular in Britain and the United
States at that time, and it is possible that Iranian women,
under the influence of this factor, turned to this style of
clothing. Between the 60s and 70s, one can see the high
impact of European clothing on the style of Iranian women.
In the 60s and 70s, Iranian women had shorter and newer
hairstyles; also, they used more makeup in their style.

The Islamic Revolution in 1979 has greatly changed the
way women dress. In the 1980s, it became mandatory for
women to wear the hijab in public. In this decade, the style
of Iranian women consisted mainly of black chadors and
veils. Besides, the use of makeup was reduced. The Iranian
women'’s style in this period is very similar to their style in
the 1910s.

Political changes and religious beliefs are the main
reasons for the reuse of the hijab. At that time, with the
establishment of an Islamic government, new laws were
enacted and restrictions were placed on women'’s clothing.
Inthe 1990s, restrictions were slightly eased. In this decade,
women wore more colored clothes than before. Using
shawls and scarves in those years became more common.

In the 21st century, there are still restrictions on women's
clothing; butthereismorevarietyintheirclothes. Nowadays,
Iranian women still use shawl and headscarves, but very
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trying to make new and quality products. And Because of
that, Iran’s textile industry is on the path of development.
The textile industry in Iran has a great potential for
growth and development. However, problems such
as the high cost of raw materials and the large imports
of textiles and clothing have slowed its growth.
However, the efforts of textile factories in Iran have
provided agood ground for the development of the textile
industry. The expansion of the textile industry has several
advantages; including the need for a minimal investment,
job creation, high profitability, etc.

Investing in Iran’s textile industry has a high probability
of success. Due to the existence of skilled and inexpensive
manpower, having a brilliant historical and cultural
background, the innovation of industrial producers, Iran’s
textile industry is a very suitable option for investment.

The textile industry generates more employment and
added value than any other industry. Besides, about 95%
of the textile industry is owned by non-governmental
investors. Foreign investors can make a lot of money by
investing in Iran’s textile industry. If the Iranian textile
industryis considered and supported by foreigninvestors,
it will have high profitability and can become one of the
poles of the textile industry in the world.

Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats in
the Iranian textile industry

Before making any investment, strengths and
weaknesses must be carefully evaluated. You should also
be fully aware of the opportunities and threats facing
investment.

Iran’s textile industry has many strengths; including:

e Having a historical and artistic background and high
expertise in the production of textiles

e Low-cost employment

¢ Existence of academic centres related to textiles

e Existence of skilled labour

e The high production capacity of raw materials of the
textile industry

¢ Numerous strong production units

ARTICLE

At the same time, among the weaknesses of Iran’s
textile industry can be mentioned:

¢ High production costs of textile industry products in
Iran

e \Very traditional, inefficient, unorganized distribution
network. This distribution network is one of the important
reasons for the decline of Iran’s textile industry.

e Cultural and social constraints on product design

e Lackofsupportfordomesticbrandsand manufacturers
of textiles and clothing

¢ Use of old and worn machines in many textile factories

e Lack of product design tailored to market demand

e Lack of proper strategy and measures

Nevertheless, valuable opportunities lie ahead for Iran’s
textile industry; Opportunities such as:

e Cheap labour compared to other countries. It is one of
the best opportunities for foreign investors to invest in
Iran’s textile industry.

¢ Ability to export all textile and clothing goods to
neighbouring countries

o Ability to export and access land as fast as possible

¢ Having a significant domestic consumer market. The
young population of Iran consumes a lot of clothes.

e Possibility of rapid industrial growth

There are also threats to investing in Iran’s textile
industry; including:

e Lack of cotton productionin Iran

e Restrictions on access to export markets due to
sanctions

¢ Non-punishment of suppliers of smuggled products

e Existence of strong international competitors

Overall, Iran’s textile industry has progressed over the
past few decades. There are good opportunities for the
growth of Iran’s textile industry. For this reason, Iran’s
textile industry is a good option for foreign investors.
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industries of large industrial countries. In

developed countries such as the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Italy, much attention has been
paid to the textile industry.

The textile industry is one of the main pillars of the
powerful economies of these countries.

In Iran, the textile industry is also very important. Iran’s
textile industry has a long history. However, its
development has not been as expected.

The textile industry is one of the oldest industries
in the world. This industry is very productive and has
played a decisive role in the industrial growth of different
countries. One of the most important features of the
textile industry is the practicality of its products. Clothing
has long been one of the basic human needs. Because
of this, the products of the textile industry have been
directly related to human life. Besides, the textile industry
does not require complex knowledge and equipment.
Therefore, the textile industry has been able to develop
very quickly.

Iran, as one of the oldest human settlements, has a long
history in the textile industry. Traces of the antiquity of
Iran’s textile industry can be found among the historical
monuments found in the central regions of Iran. These
signs indicate the high importance of clothing and textile
production in Iran. However, Iran’s clothing industry has
developed less than expected.

One of the effective strategies for the development
of Iran’s textile industry is to attract foreign investors.
Foreigninvestmentin Iran’stextileindustry canaccelerate
its progress. Iran has a historical background in the textile
industry and has the possibility of extensive exports of
fabrics to neighbouring countries. For these reasons, Iran
is a good option for investing in the textile industry.

In this article, we review the Iranian textile industry;
we also take a look at the current state of Iran’s textile
industry and its opportunities and threats.

The textile industry is one of the most important

History of Iranian textile industry
InlIran, the textileindustryis one of the oldestindustries.

Opportunities in
Iran's Textile
Industry

L fin N
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Inhistoricalexcavations,sometraces of people’sliveshave
been found in Kashan Sialk region. These monuments
show that people were familiar with the textile industry
at that time. The discovery of sewing tools and fabric
production in the Silk region is one of the most important
historical pieces of evidence of Iran’s textile industry.

Also, by studying ancient coins, historical murals, and
engravings on stones, one can get acquainted with
the way the people of ancient Iran dressed. Historical
evidence shows that the people of ancient Iran used
leather, wool, and linen in their clothing. The people of
ancient Iran produced and consumed a variety of fabrics.
During the Parthian and Sassanid eras, textile exports
from Iran to other countries increased. Iran exported
woollen and cotton fabrics to other countries such as
China.

Iranian antique textiles that have survived from the
distant past showthe level of development of Iran’s textile
industry in previous centuries. During the Safavid period,
cultural unity increased; Because of that, more attention
was paid toworks of art, handicrafts, architecture, and the
textile industry. Some of the most important historical
monuments of Iran’s textile industry belong to the Safavid
era.

The current situation of Iran’s textile industry

Iran is currently not one of the top countries in the
textile and clothing industry. Various reasons have led to
little development of the textile industry in Iran. One of
the most important reasons for the underdevelopment
of Iran’s textile industry is the lack of appropriate plans
and strategies. Iran’s textile industry has received little
attention; The plans and measures taken in this industry
are not in line with the needs of the world market.

High imports of clothes and fabrics to Iran is another
important reason for the lack of development of the
country’s textile industry. Iran is one of the major
importers of textiles and clothing in the world. Many of
the fabrics used in Iran are made in East Asian countries.

Iranian clothing manufacturers and textile factories are
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or the population. Additional measures have been taken
during the covid pandemic to ensure the safety of the
workers as companies reduced the number of workers per
shift, gave workers with sensitive medical conditions paid
leave, performed regular testing on the workers, provided
them with protective and sanitary material and took all the
measures advised by the WHO.

RecentlyEgyptgovernmentstarttofundhugeinvestment
on textile industry like opening world biggest cotton
spinning mill. How do you evaluate government support
for developing Egypt textile sector?

Developing Egypt’s textile sector has been an outspoken
priority of President El-Sisi and the government has taken
active steps to realize this goal. Huge publicinvestment has
been allocated to launch bold new projects, building state-
of-the-art textile plants, but also to renovate existing public
sector textile companies. The government is also helping
struggling private sector to restructure, thru financial
packages, in order to bring them back to full capacity
production.

The president has just inaugurated the first phase of the
textile project in the new industrial complex in EI-Roubiki,
which includes 6 spinning and weaving mills (a fine yarn
spinning mill, a coarse yarn spinning mill, 3 mills for weaving
preparation and for circular and plain weaving, and a dyeing
and printing mill).

All mills are equipped with the latest machines operating
according to the most advanced systems and technological
programs. The first phase only exploited 50% of the total
area and will also witness the opening of 3 further factories
by the end of the year, indicating that Egypt is heading into
a “great awakening” in the field of spinning & weaving to
hopefully regain the glories of the past.

On the other hand, the Holding company for cotton,

INTERVIEW

spinning, weaving and garments (a subsidiary of the
ministry of public business sector) has been steadily
implementing its new strategy to modernize its existing
companies. After signing a huge contract last year with
the leading textile machinery manufacturers in the world
for the supply of their machines to its various subsidiaries,
it lately signed a cooperation protocol with the National
company for general contracting and supplies - a company
of the national service projects authority in the armed
forces - to implement a number of projects to establish
and/or develop various mills in some of its subsidiaries as
part of their development plan. The overall plan will cost 21
billion Egyptian pounds.

The President’s ambitious plan to upgrade and restore the
textileindustrytoits past gloryis part of his effort to support
and develop the national economy, to foster economic
growth, to generate income, to create more jobs and to
improve peoplée’s living standards.

Since the industry s alabour-intensive one, these projects
will result in creating many new job opportunities and
saving many current jobs (the new project in El-Roubiki
provides 1350 direct job opportunities and 12000 indirect
one). Another big advantage will be increasing the country’s
textile-related exports.

The President has also shown serious intent on protecting
whatever area remains of the agricultural land and on
encouraging farmers to grow more cotton by ensuring that
they can sell their crop at lucrative prices. This will allow
Egypt to keep its competitive edge in producing its famous
“Egyptian Cotton” as well as make more raw materials
available for the new and existing plants.

The growing economic development that Egypt is
witnessing and the serious reforms that have been
implemented have created an environment conducive
to investment and have provided more promising
opportunities for foreign investment in all fields including
textiles. All this will undoubtedly result in a significant boom
in the textile Industry in Egypt in the near future.

Egyptian cotton farmers
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Laila El Gammal - Nobeltex President

start in 2021, and is targeting market growth, production,
quality, employment and export sales in the textile and
clothing sector.

Morocco’s clothing and textile exports to the EU in 2018
represented 18.5% of the European bloc’s total imports
from the country. Within this total, clothing accounted for
over 90%. Being so close to Spain should make Morocco a
natural leader in short orders and fast fashion for European
markets. However, one of the biggest challenges it faces is
the duty-free rules of origin that it must follow to access its
key markets in France and Spain, which puts the emphasis
on the sourcing of primary materials (Morocco doesn’'t have
a sophisticated textile industry up-stream so they must
outsource the fabrics). Morocco is therefore in negotiations
with the EU to forge a new free trade agreement and is
collaborating closely with Tunisia during the trade talks as
they decided to negotiate as a front, instead of individually.

There is obviously the potential for further growth in both
countries.

Middle East:

Although the textile industry in Saudi Arabia has been
growing, the majority of textiles that are purchased
domestically are still imported. The population of the
Kingdom is relatively young and growing, with a preference
for high-end brands.

The textile industry in Syria has always had a prestigious
status. In 2009 the textile industry contributed 27% of
the net non-oil industrial production in Syria forming
approximately 45% of non-oil exports. 30% of the total
workforce was employed in this industry. There were
over 24000 registered textile industrial facilities, and
more that were not registered. The cotton and spinning
industries were monopolized by the public sector, while the
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private sector controlled most other textile industries. The
industry flourished due to a number of advantages such
as cheap labour, stable supply of raw materials, technical
accumulation and good transport network.

But after years of war, a large number of textile factories
were destroyed, travel routes necessary for the transfer of
yarns and other materials to weavers were cut and workers
were displaced. It is estimated that 70 per cent of Syrian
textile factories were closed or destroyed because of the
war. Many Syrians moved their business to Egypt, either
by relocating their existing factories or by investing in new
plants.

If Syria can regain its peace and political stability, its textile
industry will undoubtedly regain its status as one of the
major players worldwide.

Covid 19 shows us we should rely more on sustainability
and green products, how do you evaluate sustainable
textile and fashion market and its relation to pandemic?

Even before the covid 19 pandemic the global trend in
the textile and fashion industries - just like in all others -
was towards sustainability and green products. The textile
industries’ growing environmental footprint had caused
environmental advocates to conclude that the current
model of consumption, production and organisation of
work is unsustainable sparking initiatives to advance
sustainability in the industries.

Governments'greengrowthpolicies,consumers’demands
for sustainability and civil society organizations’ concern
about the environmental footprint of the industries have
spurred action to adopt new technologies, business models
and production processes to protect the environment and
limit the industries’ contribution to global warming and its
related effects.

These include organic cotton production, drip-irrigation
cotton growing, the use of replacement materials or
recycled cotton to reduce cotton use, the introducing
of dyeing processes using no or little water, resource-
efficient washing, reduction and regulation of chemicals
use, the introduction of less resource-intensive machinery,
using solar panels or other renewable sources of clean
energy, and avoiding high volumes of wasted or unsold
stocks. However, since these approaches can be costly to
implement, the uptake of green and clean solutions in the
industries has been relatively slow so far.

In Egypt also environmental protection has gained
significant importance. Textile factories are now forced to
implement strict measures to reduce any possible negative
impact their operation may have on the environment and/
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According to the International Textile Manufacturers
Federation (ITMF), many suppliers and manufacturers
worldwide were not able to survive the pandemic. To avoid
this fate, the Central Bank of Egypt has arranged bailout
packages at low interests and offered subsidized loans and
debt relief to help local companies survive the pandemic.

As a leader textile Company in Egypt, how do you
evaluate textile and fashion industryinthe Middle Eastand
North Africa and its potentials in Future?

North Africa:

Tunisia is among the top 15 garment suppliers in the
world and has the advantage of being close to the European
market. Itis the fifth-largest supplierto the European Union,
as well as the leading trouser supplier to the EU. Other
important products are work-wear and lingerie.

European countries import 96 per cent of Tunisia’s total
textile and apparel exports; France, Germanyand Italy alone

INTERVIEW

receive 75 per cent. Expertise is spread over spinning and
thread-making, fabric weaving, finishing, hosiery, knitting,
the manufacture of woven and knitted clothing as well as
other textile products. The main foreign investors in the
apparel sector in Tunisia are France, Germany, Belgium and
Italy.

In Morocco, the textile and clothing industry is a
strategically important sector for the economy. It accounts
for 7% of all industrial added value and 5% of all industrial
production. The sector includes 27% of all industrial
employment. Moroccan production includes fast fashion,
knitwear, denim and textiles for the automotive and
aeronautical industries.

The sector is undergoing an intense process of
redevelopment to better align with industry demands
in areas from fast fashion to sustainable production.
Programmes are implemented to help the companies
develop and address their weakness, diversify into new
markets,expandsales,evenhelpthemgainaccesstofinance
so that they can get the investments needed to grow their
businesses and upgrade their technology. Sustainability
is one area of focus, with a lot of new technologies being
implemented such as the use of ozone, laser, water
treatment plants and recycled waste processing.

Morocco'’s government has supported the industry to
become more competitive, with an Industrial Acceleration
Plan 2014-2020 coming to an end this year. A broader
economic growth plan looking forward to 2025 is due to

founder of GIES are speaking with him.
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Interview with Laila El Gammal
Nobeltex President
By : Kohan Textile Journal

international suppliers of textile machinery & accessories, air conditioning systems and fire

N obeltex is part of a family-owned group of companies representing first-class

protection systems in the Egyptian Textile Market.

o Please let us know more about Nobeltex company,
history and success story.

It was established in 1990 by Eng. Laila Mohamed El
Gammal and currently represents some of the biggest
textile machinery manufacturers in the world such as
Rieter, Picanol, Staubli Group, Saurer Group, Luwa....

The other 2 companies in the group are G.I.E.S established
in 1958 by Eng. Mohamed Hussein El Gammal (also
supplying textile machinery and fire security systems) and
IEl established in 1999 by Eng. Laila Mohamed El Gammal
(for fire protection installations).

Our experience in the textile field spans over more
than 60 years. We have supplied and continue to
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supply the textile industry with machinery for spinning,
weaving, dyeing, embroidery, twisting, doubling,
rewinding and finishing as well as with systems
for humidification, ventilation and waste removal.
We also supply, install and maintain fire protection systems
for various industries, including the petroleum and the
tobacco industries.

For many years now we have been supplying only the
highest quality equipment and providing comprehensive
and integrated services. Thanks to our vast experience and
specialized engineering and sales teams, we also offer our
customers after sales, field and electronic repair services
to help them achieve their goals and to meet their business
needs.

o How do you evaluate the textile and fashion industryin
Egyptin COVID Pandemic period?

Egypt’s garment & textile manufacturing sector has been
hit hard by the COVID 19 pandemic, as many orders were
cancelled or delayed. Although some factories remained
open, they operated only at reduced capacity while some
of the country’s largest manufacturers stopped their
production altogether for 1 month as brands put their
orders on hold and postponed payment dates.

Exports dropped by 1% in January as compared to the
previous year then plunged by 31% in February and were
down by 22% in March, according to the Export Council
figures.

Kohan Journal



Fabrics produced with MIC yarns.

MIC SPA Headquarter
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production that can take into account all aspects of real
sustainability: from raw materials and auxiliary products
in production, to the avoidance of child and forced labour
in its own supply chains, paying attention to geographical
presence, in order to reduce its carbon footprint, and
constantly improving internal efficiency.

For this reason, as MIC, we have completely renewed
the industrial apparatus in 2018, with cutting-edge
technologies capable of reducing water consumption in
the dyeing phases by 50% and energy consumption by
35%; we have also expanded the purification plant and
renovated the photovoltaic system, present since 2011,
which since its installation has reduced CO2 emissions into
the atmosphere by 860 tons - the equivalent of planting 2.
200 trees.

The new market requirements and MIC's research and
development department, have made this new focus an
opportunity, following this path MIC added eco-friendly
articles toits product range:

INTERVIEW
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Recycled high-quality polyester, ICEA-certified GRS line,
increasingly in demand and needed by the market, also
available in numerous titles and variants, that over time will
replace the offer of standard polyester to ensure a useful
service to the fashion industry, man and the environment.

Biodegradable nylon, LEAF - available in textured sewing
version, for productions that use this sustainable technical
material born from the research of companies outside MIC
to cover all market needs;

Organic cotton, BIO-COTTON, dyeable in many colors
and available in the MIC product range since 2007 and
the first sewing thread in the world to be GOTS certified,
in order to guarantee the traceability of production
in compliance with the most current organic farming
regulations, which guarantee the absence of synthetic
pesticides from sowing to fibre harvesting, and do not
allow the use of forced or child labour, and even verify
and approve all the substances and processes for the
production of the finished product.

Issue No.
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allowed the whole sector to grow and offer production
opportunities all over the world, but in the last few years, it
was mainly located in Asia.

Manifattura Italiana Cucirini’s production stands out for its
know-how and wants to maintain the quality and the status of
Madein Italy, forthese reasonsitdidn't moveits productionto
the Far East but opened branches in Europe and North Africa
to guarantee a rapid and constant service throughout the
Mediterranean basin and the European continent.

The crisis caused by the covid-19 pandemic has recently
dealt a severe blow to this positive trend in the fashion

economy. It required efforts from all sectors, and MIC has Pietro Cumerlato (left, with hat) son of Giorgio,
beeninvolved, alongside companies in the national territory, founder of Ovattificio Cumerlato, surrounded by
in the creation of individual protective devices, giving our workers and collaborators.

contribution to the reconversion to medical devices of

several companies in the sector, thanks to the supply of

sewing thread already tested for use in sanitary devices. o What do you think about the textile and fashion
industry in the Middle East and North Africa and its

Among the many companies that have been abletosupply  potentialsin Future?

this special yarn in a very short time is also the Calzedonia

Group, which has been able to produce 150,000 gowns In the last thirty years the North African market has

for doctors and paramedics. The pandemic triggered new  become increasingly important for the production of

market demands and required changes in the organisation  international brands,and today,addingto the positive trend

of many companies, which are starting to return to  of recent years to the growing phenomenon of reshoring

production in the Mediterranean basin in order to offera  from the Far East (that has dominated it in recent years), we

product with less environmental impact and proximity to  look at this area with positivity for job opportunities, the

suppliers of quality products. increasing quality of services and raw materials.

We don’t know what will happen, everything changes very We have also noticed in recent years a trend towards the
quickly, but looking to the future with positivity, we hope  production of finished garments to be placed on the market
that fromthis difficult time new opportunitiesforaconstant  and the significant growth of production partners in North
recoveryandanincreasingly sustainable economycanarise,  Africa, which have gradually evolved from laboratories to
notincluding the reshoring effect which will definitelyboost ~ companies capable of offering a complete service to the
the Mediterranean area manufacture and production. customer, from the design of the garments to the choice
of materials. Our presence in these markets is therefore
increasingly strategic.

MIC believes in the possibility of growth in this area,
witnessed by its presence in Tunisia for over 20 years,
its many years of collaboration with production entities
in Morocco and the acquisition of Cometex, a company
producing high-quality cotton yarns, in Egyptian territory
in2019.

o COVID 19 showsusweshouldrelymoreonsustainability
and green products, MIC Spa has focused on sustainable and
organic products as well. how do you evaluate sustainable
and Organic textile and fashion market?

Thishardtimeshasawakenedattentiontotheorganization

From left: Giovanni and Piergiorgio Cumerlato,, of the production and supply chain in many brands and
founders of MIC, at the awarding of the company’s fashion realities. For some time now, MIC has turned its
40th anniversary plaque. attention to a plan to progress, step by step, towards a
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main foreign distributors and direct commercial branches
were created from the Baltic countries to the Balkans.
Today, with the foreign branches of MIC Africa (Tunis), MIC
Albania (Tirana) and MIC Romania (Arad), and thanks to the
collaboration with retailers in Poland, Bulgaria, Morocco
and the Baltic countries, the company has extended
its presence and services to the whole Europe and the
Mediterranean basin.

The consecration as a global player and as a group comes
with the acquisition of Cometex in Egyptin 2019, a factory
of excellence in the production of mercerised cotton for
sewing thread and weaving/knitting.

The choice of Egypt is not accidental, as Egypt not only has
a reputation as the world’s best producer of high-quality
cotton, butlogisticallyitallows ustobe close - and therefore
quick - to the main brands and clothing manufacturers who
have moved their production sites in this continent.

Quality and sustainability are at the heart of the company’s
vision, which boasts Oeko-Tex 100 certificates for its
products and compliance with REACH specifications, as
well as GOTS and GRS certifications for specific products.

o Which kind of products do you offer to the market?
Which countries are your target market for export? (you
can mention number and figures about your production
and exportifyou like)

With over 100 years of experience in textiles, MIC's core
business since 1976 has been the production of sewing
threads - more than 60 different articles - for the whole
world of fashion and related garments.

Thanks to its in-house dyeing and specialized staff, MIC
has become an expert in dyeing different raw materials
including polyester, high-quality Egyptian cotton, nylonand
others.

Polyester, as the predominant fibre in MIC’s production, is

Kohan Journal
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available in numerous variants - spun, core yarn, textured,
high tenacity, microfibre and many others - each of these
declined in several labels and thicknesses, available in 450
colours, ready in our warehouse to guarantee a fast service
of 24/48 hours all over the world, and coverage of all the
sectors in which this raw material is used, today available in
recycled version too.

MIC cotton is a boast for the company, being produced
by the Egyptian production site, which uses high tenacity
extra-long staples in the poduction of combed, gassed,
mercerised high-quality yarns, which can be dyed on
customer’s request.

The production of MIC has also opened up to nylon, in
order to guarantee product differentiation for the various
needs of the market. In this way we can offer high tenacity
polyamide variants, textured and elastic, always dyeable
internally in the company respecting all the protocols for a
safe and certified production.

Multicolour, antibacterial, water-repellent and recently,
antiviral treatments have been developed over the years
to offer the most suitable yarn for every need, especially
when considered in addition to the presence of technical
raw materials such as para and meta-aramid for the
production of flame retardant and cut-resistant yarns,
threads combining polyester and glass microspheres for
reflective effect, and other special yarns for every type of
sewing, knitting or weaving and other procedures.

o As a leader yarn manufacturer Company in Italy, How
do you evaluate the textile and spinning yarn industry in
Italy in general and also post Pandemic period?

Artand design are pillars of Italian know-how forwhich we
stand out. Fashion and the entire textile sector are part of it
and remain among the sectors that most export all over the
world. The improvement of living conditions, the dynamism
of the market with the affirmation of historical firms, the
birth of new local artisans and international brands, have
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after graduating in economics and having worked for other Italian companies in the textile and

Tommaso Cumerlato, the fourth generation of the Cumerlato family of Manifattura Italiana Cucirini,

fashion sector, is now Chief Sales Officer and shareholder at MIC, where he participates in the
family’s work together with experienced colleagues in a dynamic climate where, despite the changes in
the market and the company, the passion and dedication that the founder possessed at the beginning
remains unchanged: MIC is now areliable company that has always been available to his customers, to

follow them and guarantee the quality and service.

o Please let us know more details about MIC SPA
company, history and success story.

The Cumerlato family’s entry into the world of textiles
dates back to 1911, when Giorgio, in the Vicenza area
(Italy), founded Ovattificio Cumerlato, to supply wadding to
important local clothing manufacturers.

Following a furious fire, in 1940 the factory was moved to
Verona, expanding its activity in the field of wool spinning
forweaving.

Shortlyafterwards, his son Pietro established the company
in a new, larger and more modern location in the industrial
area of Verona, where ten years later, his sons Piergiorgio
and Giovanni set up Manifattura Italiana Cucirini SPA.

@ Middle East Textile Journal

With great success MIC entered the Italian market, initially
specialising in jeans and casual clothing sector, but the
spirit of innovation and flexibility led MIC to be a company
capable of progressing and supplying its thread to many
sectors of the apparel and clothing world.

Quiality and sustainability are key aspects of MIC's identity
and today it's present throughout Italy with a network of its
own warehouses, which are able to supply the goods, ready
to be shipped, in just 24/48 hours from the order date.

Distribution abroad was started in the early nineties,
following the wave of the delocalisation flows of the most
important Italian and European brands.

As a result, important partnerships were signed with the
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Sustainability - innovating to meet the challenges

o Doyou have export to the MENA region? Which countries
in the Middle East and Africa is your main destination? How
big is your market in Middle East and Africa?

If we look at the Swiss export figures for the textile
machinery industry in 2019, the following five countries
accounted for the most exports: China, USA, Germany,
TurkeyandIndia. Themostimportantexportmarketsinthe
MENA region in 2019 were Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. Exports to this region account
for less than 5 percent of total Swiss textile machinery
exports. These figures show just how great the potential
in the region still is. However, these statistics only show
part of the reality. Many of our member companies have
production facilities outside Switzerland, whether in the
EU, ChinaorIndia. Sales of machines from these plantsare
not included in Swiss statistics.

o What are your strategies for expanding your market
inthe MENA region in future?

In the coming years we will continue to focus on the
countries of the MENA region. We will regularly review
to what extent we can bring together our member
companies and textile companies in these countries. Be
it by means of a national pavilion at a trade fair or specific
symposia. In the current situation, contact via digital
media must of course also be considered.

o Anything else to add?

The SwissTextile MachineryAssociationhasrecently
launched its new campaign and the webpage www.
swisstextilemachinery.ch. They both focus on the
innovative spirit of our country. Did you know that
the chocolate bar, fizzy drinks and the computer
mouse were all invented in Switzerland? “Invented
in Switzerland. Where the same innovative spirit
drives textile progress today.” This is also reflected
by the years of experience of our 44 members - an
impressive number of 4060 years!

This means that many of the companies in our
association of textile machinerymanufacturerswere
founded in the second half of the 19th century, have
gone through many ups and downs and have gained
an outstanding reputation over time. Having such a
long history, the Swiss companies have constantly
managed to anticipate changes, developed their
business strategy and have continuously evolved.

One generation has passed to the next know-how
and experience along with the inventor gen. This
gen driving innovations was and still is necessary
for Swiss textile companies to survive, will say
overcoming the disadvantage of a minor market
earlier and of a high-income market nowadays.

Issue No. 61 | November-December 2020 o



INTERVIEW

forecasted to drop by 6.7%). For the export industry, a
significant recovery in demand in the respective markets
of the MEM industries is necessary, as is the lifting of
European and intercontinental travel restrictions.

o Please update our readers with latest statistics of
Switzerland textile machinery export.

Afterquite afewyearswith “best-ever” ordervolumeand
results, Switzerland, as many other industrial countries,
encounters a heavy slowdown of our industry. It has
become apparent that 2020 will be a very difficult year
for all market players due to the global corona pandemic.

In Switzerland we never had animposed lockdown for the
industry. So most of the companies continued production
- on a lower level, due to postponement of orders
and projects, supply chain difficulties and the insecure
situation in general. But as long as consumers don't start
shopping again, the business will not recover. Therefore
the prospects for 2020 are globally not very favourable.

a whichkind ofinnovations and progress is expected
in upcoming years in Switzerland textile machinery
sector?

The important trends continue to be sustainability,
digitisation and the circular economy. Therefore many
of the innovations will integrate these aspect. Industry
4.0 offers various possibilities, be it in product or process
optimization or in the development of completely new
business models. Our member companies use these
possibilities to generate maximum customer benefit.

o Middle East Textile Journal

With regards to sustainability, the optimized utilisation of
resources is again one of the major topics. Raw materials
are scarce and energy is expensive, therefore making our
machines more efficient in both aspects is key.

o How was your member’s reaction to Pandemic?
Do you have any member active in field of mask and
protective cloth line or related sectors?

At the beginning of the pandemic, it became apparent
that Switzerland had hardly any production capacity for
face masks and protective clothing. It was dependent
on imports, which proved to be difficult because these
products were in short supply globally and supply
chains were also interrupted. Several of our member
companies have contributed to the fact that the supply
of protective masks in Switzerland is now assured. For
example, the company Autefa Solutions Switzerland.
It has enabled the import of two machines with a
production capacity of 40’000 FFP 2 masks per day.
This production has now started. Two further examples
are our member companies Jakob Miiller and Steiger
Participations. These companies reacted quickly in
the supply crisis and lauched production of certified
community masks.

o What do you think about Middle East and Africa
textile market and it’s potentials?

Inrecentyears we have focused on countries in which our
industry still sees substantial development potential. For
this reason, we have also held textile machinery symposia
in countries in the MENA region, namely Egypt and Iran.



of these specialist groups within Swissmem and was
founded in 1940 and therefore celebrates its 80th
anniversary this year. Our role is to promote the
importance of the Swiss Textile Machinery industry.

Interestingly, this industry is much better known
abroad thanin Switzerland. Ourevents are a first step
to present the diversity of the Swiss textile machinery
industry. Especially for SMEs this is an important
platform, as they have a much more difficult time
building up a global presence. Our activities always
focus on both goals - on the one hand the short-
term initiation of business, but also the long-term
customer relationship and the establishment of
the brands of our members and of the Swiss textile
machinery industry.

The 44 member companies of the Swiss Textile
Machinery association are present in every major
sector along the textile value chain. They coverall the
sectors ranging from fibre and yarn manufacturing
through knitting, weaving, nonwovens, dyeing and
finishing. In many of these disciplines, such as textile
testing and quality control and yarn spinning, Swiss
companies lead the world.

o As a global leader in the textile machinery sector,
what do you think about the textile machinery
industry situation globally in this hard time and what
is your prediction for post-Corona Period?

There are plenty of post-COVID challenges. The
first one is that we don't know when post-COVID
starts. In different countries, the pandemic is in
differentstagesandthedevelopmentalsoconcerning
possible second waves is unclear. In the early days
of the pandemic, many governments, including
Switzerland’s, offered support. In Switzerland, for
example, short-time working was made possible
very quickly. In addition, a possibility was very quickly
created for companies to obtain credit at 0% interest.
But this assistance is now being reduced step by step.
Accordingly, many companies expect Q4 2020 and
Q1 2021 to become even more difficult.

TheSwissMEMindustries(aspartoftheSwissexport
economy) are strongly integrated in international
value chains. Its export share is almost 80%, whereas
one of the Swiss Textile Machinery industry is
almost 100%. The massive decline in demand in the
important sales markets of Swiss industry (EU, USA,
Asia), exacerbated by already weak economic activity
and strong Swiss franc, in combination with business
limiting travel restrictions, leads to a strong decline
in capacity utilization, which has a negative impact
on corporate profits and the Swiss GDP (which is
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INNOVATION:
IT'S IN
OUR DNA

swisstextilemachinery.ch

Vevey, Switzerland, 1819: Frangois-Louis Cailler invents

the now-familiar tablet format for chocolate. His simple
idea makes chocolate available and affordable worldwide.
Today, one billion Swiss-made chocolate bars are produced
each year.

. ’ swiss
Invented in Switzerland. textile
Where the same innovative spirit drives textile progress today. machinery
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Interview with Cornelia Buchwalder - Swissmem
By : Middle East Textile Journal

wissmem is the leading association for SMEs and large companies in Switzerland’s mechanical
and electrical engineering industries (MEM industries) and related technology-oriented sectors.

mCouldyoupleaseletusknowmoreaboutSWISSMEM,
members and services, goals and success story?

Swissmem provides tailored services to promote the
ability of its approximately 1’100 member companies to
compete at the national and international levels.

These services include professional advice on
employment, commercial, contract and environmental

law, energy efficiency, and knowledge and technology
transfer. In addition, Swissmem offers market-oriented
training for employees working in the sector. Swissmem
operates a number of strong networks. Twenty-seven
specialist groups, various experience-sharing groups
and forums give member companies an opportunity to
discuss technical questions or work on joint projects.

The Swiss Textile Machinery Association is the oldest

SWISS
m textile
m machinery

Explore Swiss Textile Machinery Latest technologies and innovations

e Middle East Textile Journal
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This potential rocket CAGR of nonwovens business in
MENA region has shown many indications during 2020,
started with the announcement of JOFO's intent to acquire
Advanced Fabrics (SAAF) Saudi nonwovens manufacturer
and the official signature of MOU between both entities
and the commencement of due diligence. (JOFO is a
Chines Nonwovens manufacturer and one of the 40 Mega
manufacturers of Nonwovens in the world)

Also, Advanced Fabrics (SAAF) the Saudi nonwovens
manufacturer have achieved more than 30 million SAR (8
million USD) during the last 3 quarters of 2020 as per the
published financial statement (Published in October 2020).

Furthermore, COVID 19 has a positive impact on
Nonwovens industry due to raising of global demand & new
regulations which have boosted the Nonwovens CAGR and
change it positively after the onset of COVID-19 pandemic
towards achieving more remarkable growth.

o COVID 19 shows us how much we are related to
nonwoven products, what do you think about pandemic
and importance of nonwoven industry?

Nonwovens fabrics had witnessed a massive acceleration
of demand all over the world during COVID-19 Crises
especially, Face mask materials (melt-blown and
spun-bonded nonwovens ) which has witnessed a
massive shortage after calls of WHO and American
CDC to wear masks to prevent COVID-19 spread.
Furthermore, all medical disposables witnessed a sharp
market demand for the same reasons and the heavy
utilization in hospitals and health care during the handling
of huge numbers of COVID-19 patients.

COVID -19 pandemic has unveiled the actual capabilities
of the Medical Sector all over the world and it pushed
the governments all over the world to impose many new
regulations to support medical industry and its supply
chain to provide a strategical stock of medical disposable
materials and to build strong & strategical capabilities

INTERVIEW
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against any threat in the future similar to COVID-19.

Based on the current circumstances resulted from
COVID-19 pandemic and the booming of the nonwovens
industry, we have started to develop nonwovens materials
with high quality, high standard and decisive technical
performance which will be capable of giving high protection
and high filtration function for the users and decrease the
spread of pandemic all over the world, moreover, it will
produce a new generation with new features in medical
disposables fabrics.

Furthermore, we are presenting our consultation to our
clients to keep production capacity at the highest level
to meet the accelerated market and maintain a healthy
manufacturing environment and sanitary housekeeping.

o These days sustainability and green products are
so important, what do you think sustainability in the
nonwoven industry?

NE Consulting company (NEC) believes that it is the
most major challenge the nonwoven industry has faced,
and it will have an impact for many years to come.
Nonwovens fabrics have a significantly lower impact on
the environment and climate footprint compared to other
plastic-based materials used in other industries.

There are many nonwovens manufacturing technologies
utilizing the recycled raw material such as Nonwovens
fabrics used in the Construction sector, besides,
producing recyclable or biodegradable material which
is ecofriendly and has no impact on the environment.
These properties qualify nonwovens to displace many
products which had a bad impact on the environment as in
packaging & disposable industries.

NECiscloselyworkingwith clientstodevelop newprojects
relying on recycled raw material, in addition to developing
many new sustainable nonwovens products ecofriendly,
fulfil property requirement and is biodegradable.
Finally,wewould like to thanks KOHANTEXTILEJOURNAL
for thisinterview....
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“ The nonwovens industry is one
of the fastest-growing industry in
the MEA region, especially after

COVID-19 pandemic which adds
significant impact due to the
accelerated demand of Nonwovens
in medical and hygiene sectors.”

NE Consulting Co. provides a broad range of consulting

services are grouped into three main categories:
1- Business Advisory
2- Market Consultancy
3-Technical Consultancy

including Projects development, new business
development, market studies, market analysis, strategic
planning, competitive intelligence, product development,
feasibility studies, new business models, business plans ,
technology assessment and analysis, sourcing of speciality
materials and converting, marketing strategies, and other

business and managemental services.

o How do you evaluate textile and nonwoven sector in

Saudi Arabi and MENA Region?

MENA Nonwovens production practically has doubled
over the last decade, due to the burgeoning population and
strong export potential, Nonwovens sector in Saudi Arabia
is one of the important and fast-growing industrial sectors,
The strategic location of KSA which is one of biggest
global oil supplier besides owning and operating SABIC,
the third major raw material supplier in the world, allows
it to serve the global market and to establish the biggest
platform of Nonwovens industry in MENA region, with
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different technologies, numerous production facilities
and diversified product applications, ranged from hygiene,
medical and covers also construction and other sectors.
Egypt as well is considered the second biggest platform for
the nonwovens industry with a burgeoning market, both
in consumption and increasingly for production due to its
geographical proximity to EMEA markets

Many nonwoven players in the MENA region had boosted
its production capacities by launching new production
facilities in some strategical locations or adding additional
production lines to maintain their value proposition in the
global supply chain.

Such as Advanced Fabrics (SAAF) the Saudi Nonwovens
manufacturer which had added RF4 line in 2013, HAYAT
( global player in the FMCG industry and Baby diapers
manufacturing) had launched its first nonwovens plant in
Egyptin2018,Giilsanalso,had added additional production
line RF4+ to raise its capacity to 40K tons- annum, PFN as
well had builta newsite fornonwovens productionin South
Africain 2019 ..

o As a Nonwovens industry expert, how do you evaluate
the nonwoven and technical textile sector in the Middle
East and Africa and its potentials for Future? What is your
prediction for the nonwoven industry in this region?

The nonwovens industry is one of the fastest-growing
industry in the MEA region, especially after COVID-19
pandemicwhichaddssignificantimpactduetotheaccelerated
demand of Nonwovens in medical and hygiene sectors.
Nonwovens outlook for the period of 2021-2026 is
revealing that the CAGR of the industry will be boosted
to reach 9% regionally after it was a bet. 4-5% in between
2018-2019.
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Interview with Dr Ahmad Farag
NEC Consulting Company
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advisory by providing a superior level of consultation to our customers through our professional and

O urvision is to serve our customers with utmost dedication and become a leader in the nonwoven industry

experienced team...

o Please let us know more details about your company,
history and success story.

NE Consulting company (NEC) is a worldwide consulting
company specialized in nonwoven industry and related
fields has been established in 2015 in Turkey and expanded
its activities in 2020 in MENA Region (the Middle East &
North Africa) & APAC (Asia Pacific), through its new branch
in Bahrain to serve the entire range of nonwovens projects.
NE Consulting Company has achieved many success stories
withits clients by launching many new Nonwovens projects
and products in KSA, UAE, EGYPT, INDIA, SINGAPORE
& CANADA.

NE Consulting is cooperating with our customers to
develop 4 new projects in MENA regions in various
nonwovens segments, these new projects will launch
its commercial production in between 2021-2022 and
will add additional production capacity to the region
with the state of the art technology and diversified

niche portfolio and market segments, achieving a high
standard of commercial and operational excellence.

Our vision is to serve our customers with utmost
dedicationandbecomealeaderinthenonwovenindustry
advisory by providing a superior level of consultation to
our customers through our professional and experienced
team, enabling them to stay one step ahead in producing
and developing a new generation of Nonwovens
products with high quality and high performance in their
target segments.

o Give us more details about the Services that you offer
textile companies all around the world.

Relying on years of experience & professional
development, combining commercial and operational
excellence with market intelligence, our company has
successfully developed alarge scale of Nonwovens projects
to serve the nonwovens markets and launching new
segments with new products and applications.
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